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Continuation of the HISTORY of Prince 
Hovwvw ac. 


$& this deſired ſpectacle, the prince, 
& animated by his intrepidity, ſtarted, 
up with his drawn ſabre in his 
hand; he then ſprung upon the 
giant, and with all his might aimed 
a blow at his heartz but the ſkin of this huge 
barbarian was of a texture ſo hard and impliant 
that it could not be penetrated, by the ſabre. 
The prince at this was obliged to have recourſe, 
to his dagger, which being ſtronger and better. 
pointed, would more eaſily force itſelf an open- 

ing, and the prince ſoon plunged it up.to the 
hilt, and twiſted it about in the wound, en- 
larged it conſiderably. The blood guſhed out. 


in a copious ſtream that pouted to a great 
diſtance. 
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The giant, upon receiving his death's wound, 
ſeemed to recover a little from his ſtupifying 
ſluptber, and with a dreadful bellow, made all 
the neighbouring hills tremble : he endeavour- 
ed to raiſe himſelf from the ground, that he 
might be avenged on his enemy, whilſt the 
two travellers, as well as the bearers of the 
litter, ſnuddered at the ſtruggles of that mon- 
ſtrous body, and fled in a panic fear. As 
for the prince, he was then ſenſible that the 
inſpired him with new fortitude; he re- 
doubled his blows, and at laſt buried his dag- 
ger in the giant's heart; down ſunk the enor- 
mous mafs, and lay motionleſs on the earth; 
after which the four men who fled with ſo 
much precipitation, perceiving the giant dead, 
retaried * to d congratulate the prince on his 
victory. | 
The cdutt was ſoon informed of cheir ene- 
my's death, and the tidings occaſioned a uni- 
verſul joy. The prince, at his arrival, was 
met by an innumerable multitude of both lexes, 
who conducted him in a triumphant manner 
to the palace, amidſt a thouſand acclamations 
chat exalted his glory to the ſkies. The queen 
thought the victorious prince the moſt amiable 
perſon ſhe had ever beheld. I adore the gods, 
faid ſhe, embracing him, for enabling you to 
ſucceed in ſuch a dangerous enterpriſe; and 
fince there is now no impediment to your hap- 
pineſs, let our nuptial union be this day com- 


pleated in the temple. 
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The ceremonials of the marriage were ap- 
pointed to be celebrated at the hour of ſun- ſet, 
and a proclamation was made to that effect in 
the great ſquare. All the people were warm⸗- 
ed with an emulation to contribute to the joys 
of that feſtival, and every family ſacrificed 
ſome animal to the gods. They mingled the 
blood of the victims with the fine meal of the 
foodful maize, which furniſhed them with an 
excellent repaſt, on which they feaſted even 
with ſafety: they then regaled themſelves with 
cora, and other liquors, capable of giving a 
lively flow to the moſt languid ſpirits. Theſe 
delicious draughts inſpired them with a pleaſ- 
ing enthuſiaſm, and people of all ranks danced to 
the ſound of inſtruments, and chanted melodt- 
ous airs, ſuitable to the ſolemnity of the day. 

Towards the evening the prince and queen 
came.outof the palace, attended by her kindred 
grandees of both ſexes. The bridegroom 
walk'd by the ſide of his royal bride, and the 
were join'd together by a ſcarfe of vermiliol 
wool folded over them, to intimate the gen- 
tle union that was to ſubſiſt between them for 
the future. | 

When they had deſcended into the great 
ſquare, they were furrounded with an infinite 
crowd of people, who teftified their joy by the 
loudeſt acclamations, and march'd to the tem- 
ple where the nuptial ceremonies were to be ce- 
lebrated: biit, in the midſt of the proceſſion 
the whole aſſembly beheld che ſky blacken on 
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a ſudden; a thick and louring crowd hid the 
fun from their view, ſo that the day-light was 
almoſt indiſtinguiſhable. The fearful people 
looked upon this unexpected change in the 
heavens, as ſome diſmal prodigy, and would 
have cried out, had they not been ſtruck dumb 
with conſternation, 

In the mean time the cloud began to un- 
fold, and in a few moments preſented to the 
view of the queen and prince, the form of a 
man, or rather a monſter of a new and peculiar 
ſpecies; a pair of wings were expanded from 
his ſhoulders, and though the height of his 
ſtature did not exceed two cubits, he was ſo 
-thick, that four men could not claſp him 
round; his legs were not above four fingers long, 
but his arms ſtretched out to an enormous ex- 
tent: his head was almoſt as large as his body, 
and the lineaments of his face had ſuch a fierce 
andgloomy caſt, as was very dreadful to behold: 
Stay, preſumptuous wretches, ſaid he, with 
his eyes glaring} on the queen and prince, ne- 
ver imagine you ſhall offend me with impu- 
nity! Alas! faid the queen, we never knew 
you, how then can we poſſibly have offended 
you? The monſter, inſtead of vouchſafing any 
reply, caught the queen and her bridegroom 
in his arms, and immediately ſprung aloft into 
the air, hearing the two lovers, ſwift as the 
wind, over the huge ranges of mountains, and 
part of the immenſe ocean, which rolls between 


that continent and the iſle of Uxi. 
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| beauteous pair over half the vaſt extent of wa- 
ter, Wretch! ſaid he to the prince, I muſt 
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When this hideous creature had hurried the 


now puniſh thee with death, for killing my bro- 


ther; How could thy brother die by my hand, 
replied the prince, fince I knew him not, nor 


ever beheld thee till this evening? Art not thou 


the criminal, interrupted the monſter, who 


my brother, for that 


1 this day aſſaſſinated the giant fifty cubits high? 


I am not the aſſaſſin thou calleſt me, replied” 
the prince, but have juſtly deſtroyed an enor- 
mous barbarian, who depopulated the province 


ong of Hattun Rucana, and had then devoured a 
? X vaſt number of its inhabitants; I have there- 


fore only delivered that country from a general 


Thou art not the leis a murderer of 
ſpecious pretence, ſaid the 
formidable dwarf, andit is but juſt that he who 
ſheds the blood of another ſhould die himſelf. 
The queen interpoſed, at that expreſſion : 


plague. 


Inhuman as thou art! ſaid ſhe, thou acknow- 


ledgeſt thy brother met with a juſt fate, ſince 
he had barbarouſly ſlain and devoured a great 
number of my ſubjects; ſuch unrelenting cru- 
elty merits death: but the prince's action de- 
ſerves the applauſe of all who love juſtice, and 
if thou art not a ſtranger to that virtue, thou 
wilt convey us back to the place from whence 
thou haſt forced us. | 
| B 3 No, 
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No, replied the monſter, my honour ſum- 
mons me aloud to avenge my brother's murder. 
If that be your reſolution, ſaid the queen, let 
death be my lot, fince I have an equal ſhare 
of the guilt: The prince was induced to kill 


my people from deſtruction ; but how, con- 
tinued ſhe, could a giant of fo prodigious a 
ſtature be your brother, ſince you are not above 
two cubits high? We were brothers only by 
the ſame father, replied the dreadful figure; 
who, at thoſe words, unwound the ſcart that 
folded round the queen and prince, and pre- 
cipitated the unhappy youth into the wild 
and watery abyſs. \. Aly barbarian ! cried the 
queen, all in tears, let me die with my beloved 
prince; I ſhall think myſelf infinitely happier 
to end my days with bim, than to live any 
longer now I have loſt him for ever. 
Yilapantac, for that was the monſter's name, 
had very different intentions; for the youth 
and beauty of the queen had inflamed his ſoul, 
and he fancied he ſhould ſucceed to his wiſh, 
i he could but make himſelf agreeable to her 
by his aſſiduities; for tho' he was abſolptely 
the molt. hideous of all oreatures, he ſtill flat- 
tered himſelf, the princeſs would in time, be 


of the iſle of Uxi, andi this dignity infatuated 
its poſſeſſors to ſuch a degree, as made them 
inſenſibſe of their defects, and it frequently 


dazzled the eyes, even of thoſe Who were in 
their 


* 


your brother by my ſolicitations, and to ſave 


favourable to his paſſion: he was the ſovereign 
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their preſence. This conſideration determined 
him to be ſilent at the queen's imprecations, 
for fear of increaſing her affliction; he there- 
fore continued his flight to the iſle of Uxi, and 
then deſcended on his territories. | 
When he arrived at his palace, he conducted 
the queen of Hattua Rucana into one of the 
moſt ſplendid apartments, and aſſigned her 
ſeveral ladies for her attendants. Madam, faid 
he, as he was preparing to retire, I hope you 
will ſoon forget the little violence I have com- 
mitted on your inclinations, and compoſe your 
mind to the tranquillity I wiſh to ſee you enjoy. 
You ſhall not only poſſeſs whatever you can 
deſire in this place, but ſhall even find your 
utmoſt wiſhes exceeded, by the ſedulity of all 
about you. Conſider yourſelf from this mo- 
ment, as the queen of theſe dotninions, and reſt 
perſuaded you have loſt nothing by this ſega- 
ration from your throne. The iſle of Uxt,. 18 
at leaſt an equivalent for the province of Hat; 
tun Rucana, and ] ſhall now leave you for ſome 
days, to recover yourſelf from the apprehenſi- 
ons you have ſuffered. “ Th 
Whilſt Yllapantac expreſſed himſelf in, this 
la. guage, the queen intirely reſigned herſelf. to 
tears and lamentations, and gave no attention 
to his diſcourſe ; but when he retired from her 
preſence, Unhappy queen! cried ſhe, with an 
inconſolable flow of grief, is this the delight- 


nem 0 the « 
atly ful lot to which thou wert deſtined , by the 
* Promiſe of oracles ! But ah, my prince, inft- 
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nitely more unfortunate than myſelf ! wert 


thou permitted to reviſit me, for no other rea- 
ſon than to preſent me with the ſad ſpectacle 
of thy death! and did I love thee with ſuch a 


tender purity only to loſe thee for ever! was 


an untimely death in the midſt of the whelm- 
ing waters reſerved for thee as the reward of 
thy undaunted mind, and the fatal fruit of our 
mutual love! nature only adorned thee with 


ſo many amiable qualities, to preſent thee to 


my view like a Jucid gleam of lightening, 
which dazzles and diſappears in a moment! 
One of the ladies, whom the prince of the 


iſle of Uxi had appointed to attend the queen, 


was defirous to offer her ſome conſolation. 
My beauteous ſovereign, ſaid fhe, if I by ſym- 
pathiſing in your ſorrow could aſſuage its vio- 
lence, I would then aſſure you, I am as much 
affected with your misfortunes as yourſelf; I 
cannot behold the grief that overwhelms you, 
without a ſincere anguiſh at ſuch a fight, and 
a ſtrong curioſity to be acquainted with the 
cauſe. Vouchſafe then to let me know the 
hiſtory of your ſad adventures, and perhaps 
the relation may inſpire me with the means of 
contributing to your repoſe ; at leaft, it will 
confirm me in my refolution to render you all 
the good offices I can poſſibly accompliſh. 

The unhappieſt among mortals have fome 
ſatisfaction to meet with any who appear inter- 
eſted in their affliction, and the relation of 
their misfortunes l ſoftens their anx 

ö iety. 
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jety. The queen having tendered her acknow- 


3 ledgments to the lady for her obliging com- 


paſſion, acquainted her with the particulars of 
her life, in a manner ſo moving, that Puynuuy, 


for that was the lady's name, was exceedingly 


touched with what ſhe heard: Amiable prin- 
ceſs, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe knew the cauſe of 
the queen's diſtreſs, when misfortunes appear 


TX remedileſs, it is the moſt prudent courſe to ſub- 
ee to 


mit to a fate we find inevitable, and we ought 
to ſeek, from a generous conſtancy of mind, 
thoſe reliefs which may preſerve us from ſink- 
ing under the ſeverity of deſpair : you ſhould 


cauſe you will here regain all you have loſt, 
and the throne of the ifle of Uxi, which you 
are intreated to aſcend, will make you ample 
amends for that of Hattun Rucana. Perhaps, 


; added ſhe, you diſcover much difference be- 


tween the form of the prince you now bewail, 


and the perſon of Ylapantac, my ſovereign : 


but the unlimitted power of the prince of Uxi, 
joined with the ſhining qualities of his mind, 


4 | and his reſpectful paſſion for you, may render 
vou inſenſible of thoſe outward defefts, which 
diſlatisfy you at preſent. 


No, replied the queen, I aſſure you the 
prince of the iſle of Uxi, will never obtain any 
favourable regard from me; I have already de: 
vored my heart to prince Houac, and alt my 
tenderneſs is conſecrated to his memory. I am 
dete: mined. to waſte my ſmall remains of life 
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in bewailing my irreparable loſs of that beloved 
youth, and ſhall never behold the author of 
his death, without the greateſt horror: Ah! 
madam, ſaid the lady, I hope time will effect 
a change in your inclinations. That is an 
event you will never behold, replied the queen, 
with an air of diſſatisfaction; and tho' Ylla- 
pantac had the moſt perfect form that ever 


graced a mortal, he never could appear ami- 
able to me: the tenderneſs of an infamous 


murderer, and the ſighs of a deteſted raviſher, 
will only increaſe my averſion to him. 

The prince of the iſle of Uxi was far from 
being aſtoniſhed, when he heard how little the 
queen was diſpoſed to favour his paſſion ; ſhe 
loved prince Houac, ſaid he, and we muſt 
grant her a decent time to deplore his death; 
his idea by degrees will fade in her remem- 
brance, and the fight of me will become fo 
habitual to her, that when ſhe at laſt perceives 


all her happineſs muſt depend on ſuitable re- 
turns to my tenderneſs, ſhe will yield infenfibly 3 
to that conſideration, and willingly diſpoſe 


herſelf to gratify my utmoſt deſires, 


As the prince flattered himſelf with ſuch 
hopes as theſe, he very ſeldom viſited the 
queen for a conſiderable time; and inſtead of 
entertaining her with his paſſion, made it his 


ſole endeavour to eaſe her of her affliction. 


When he had at laſt devoted ſeveral days to 
his moderation, he began by his looks and 


aſſiduous behaviour, to make her ſenſible of 
5 che 


*_ FF FF = I I SL TIER 


loved 
10r of 
Ah! 
effect 
is an 
ueen, 
Yila- 
ever 


ami- 


mous 
7ither, 


from 
le the 
; the 

muſt 
leath ; 
mem- 
"me fo 
celves. 
dle re- 


d the 


ead of 
it his 


n, 


lays to ; 
Ss and 


ible of 


the 


PERUVTAN TALES. 11 


A the real ſentiments of his heart; and tho' the 
queen returned him no language but ſighs and 


tears, he could not reſolve to diſcontinue! his. 
addreſſes. | 

He had now acquieſced in this ſituation for 
the ſpace of two moons, when one day being 
alone with the princeſs, he reſolved to hazard 
an open declaration of his heart. With this 
view he had recourſe to the moſt reſpectful 
language he could utter, to make her fenfible 


of the paſſion ſhe had kindled in his ſoul; he 


conjured her to pardon the offence ſhe had re- 


X ceived from him, and intreated her to delay 
his happineſs no longer. 


The princeſs, in- 
ſtead of diſcloſing any conformity to his de ſires, 
was exaſperated to a degree of fury; Wretch! 


ſaid ſhe, haſt thou then forgot thy barbarous 
treatment of prince Houac ! thou wert not 
8 contented to ſeparate me from my deareſt ob- 
ject, but didſt inhumanly plunge him into the 
ſea before my eyes; that ſad ſpectacle will be 
nſiblx 
uſpoſe 
heart in thy hateful paſſion. 
ſuch 
vereign of the iſle of Uxi, that the queen's 
affliction, inſtead of being diminiſhed by time, 


ever preſent to my imagination, and therefore 
ceaſe to flatter thyſelf I ſhall ever intereſt my 


This reply was ſufficient to convince the ſo- 


would daily grow more inconſolable. This 
he interpreted into an ominous preſage of his 
unhappineſs. As yet, ſaid he to himſelf, I 
have not made any progreſs in that implacable 
heart, and I every day become more odious in 


her 
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her eyes; but I ſhall find means, continued 
he, to avenge myſelf for the contempt with 
which ſhe treats me; her perſon is in my pow- | 
er, and I will ſeize by violence the felicity I 1 
could not obtain by tenderneſs and aſſiduities. 


| 


HOUR XXXI. 


| When he had formed his reſolve, - his next I tio 
i care was to put it in execution; for ſome days 
iſ However, he diſguiſed his criminal deſign in 
very reſpectful expreſſions, and conjured the 
queen anew, to be favourable to the ardours 
| With which her charms had inſpired him; but 
| that princeſs having aſſured him, that he flat- 
tered himſelf with falſe expectations, diſco- WMq 
vered ſuch emotions in his eyes, as exceedingly | 
jl alarmed her; but as he began to renew his im- 
portunities with a greater impatience, Wretch-„ 
ed creature, ſaid ſhe with an aſpect of ſeverity, 3 
lj your eyes and behaviour ſufficiently acquaint 
Fil me with your baſe intentions; compleat then Wi 
19 the number of your crimes, and add brutality | 
| to your inhuman proceedings, that you may | 
at laſt provoke the gods by the greateſb of all | 
offences, to launch their thunder at your head. | 
Theſe reproaches, and the reſolute air with | 
which they were accompanied, made ſome im- 
preſſion on the mind of Ylapantac. I did not 
apprehend, madam, replied he, that I could 
-be chargeable with any outrage, when I only 
diſcloied to you the flames Which conſume my 
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Poul, and you treat my paſſion with injuſtice; 
hen you ſuſpect me capable of invading your 
1 Inonour; for I ſwear by the great Rimac, I 
will never offer you the leaſt violence, though 
4 ] ſhould even find it impoſſible to gain you by 
Hany other method: your inſenſibility may in- 
deed afflict and drive me at laſt to deſperation, 
but it ſhall never ſuggeſt to me the leaſt inten- 
¶ tion to triumph over your obſtinate chaſtity. 
Every oath in the name of the great Ri- 
mac, was always accounted inviolable, and 
paſſed for the molt tremendous adjuration that 
could poſſibly be taken by mortals; the moſt 
profligate and abandoned wretches conformed 
to it with an indiſpenſible reverence; and the 
queen was now ſufficiently convinced that 
Y1lapantac would not force her, for the future, 
o yield him the ſatisfaction ſhe had refuſed. 
As ſhe therefore was entirely re-animated 
= this oath, Prince, ſaid ſhe, ſince I need not be 
J apprehenſive of any violence from you, let me 
WF intreat you for your repoſe, to ſee me no 
more; my oppoſition to your deſires will eter- 
WF nally torment you, and as to my particular 
your preſence will only add to my affliction: : 
permit me, therefore, to retire to ſome cavern, 
here I may wait with impatience for death, 
which alone can bring my ſorrows to their 
final period; the ſight of mankind is become 
my averſion, and the day- light itſelf grows. 
inſupportable to me; ſuffer me therefore to 
leclude myſelf from both: this is the only ex- 
pedient 


on take that dreadful oath, not to conſtrain 


grotto, where ſhe ſhall have a ſufficiem leiſure 
to breath her ſorrows in the ſolitude around 
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pedient that can be uſeful to me, and as it will 
preſerve me from many pangs, ſo it will ſecure 
you againſt the apprehenſions of a perjury that . 
might be fatal to you in time. s 

Yllapantac was ſtruck with the utmoſt con- 
fuſion at this language, and retired to his own 
apartment without the leaſt reply. He then 
grew inſenſible of the ſeverity of his fate, and en 
abandoned himſelf to numberleſs inquietudes ; e 
Is this, ſaid he, all the complacency I am to ex- re 
pect from my paſſion, and did I really hear Are 
the expreſſions which wounded my foul with? 
ſo much cruelty ?:Is my conſent then, to ſepa- 
rate myſelf for ever from the queen, the only 
ſatisfaction I can afford her? Wretch that am !% 
continued he, why did I with ſo little heſitati- 


her inclinations, ſince I have thereby deprived 
myſelf of the only means left me, to make that 


imperious beauty tractable ! But, ſince I am el. 
no longer allow'd to uſe my own prerogative, 
or make it evident I am abſolute maſter in this 
place, I will comply with the importunity of 


the princeſs, and let her live ſequeſtered in a 


her; and, as ſighs and tears are not eligible for | 
ever, ſhe may one day conſent to ſuffer my 
preſence, and liſten tg the language of my 
love. | 

. Yllapantac returned full of theſe thoughts} 
to the queen; —— ſaid he, as he approach'df 


her, 8 


ire 
VOU 


ny 


s it will Per, ſince I have not the happy power to ſoften 
ſecure our averſion to me, I will convince you, at 
ary that eaſt, that I am not maſter of an unrelenting 
Peart: tho' J am the object of your contempt, 
oft con · Nam tenderly affected with your ſorrows; I 
his Own annot ſee you ſhed thoſe tears, and waſte your 
le then looming youth in deſpair, as often as I pre- 
ate, and Ment myſelf before you; and ſince my preſence 
etudes ; ß odious to you, I ſhall comply with your de- 
m to ex · res, and conduct you to a grotto at the ex- 
ly hear Fremity of this iſle, where you ſhall be accom- 
ul with nodated with every neceſſary enjoyment. 
to ſepa-· At theſe words he put himſelf in motion, 
the only Ind the queen followed him to rhe place he 
at am Pad appointed for her habitation. The en- 
heſitati· Nrance into the grotto was cloſed up with a 
onſtrain tone of ſp prodigious a ſize, that the ſtrength 
leprived pf a thouſand men would not have removed it. 
ake that WW !lapantac ſtruck the ſtone with a wand he 
ce I am eld in his hand, and the ſolid maſs immedi- 
ogative, I tely ſtarted from the cavity and opened a free 
r in this Waſlage. The prince and queen then entered 
unity of Ihe grotto, and proceeded through a ſtrait 
red in a gallery to a vaſt ſubterranean apartment, illu- 
t leiſure ninated by a number of lamps, whole oil was 
around ever exhauſted, and which diffuſed a luſtre 
zible for qual to the (brighteſt day. You are now, 
ffer myWnadam, faid Yliapantac, in the melancholy 
of myMnanſion to which you was ſo deſirous to re- 
ire. Tou had an inclination to withdraw 
houghts g ourſelf from the view of men; I have ſhewn 
_— nyſelf perfectly conformable to your wiſhes, 
er, 
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and 


n 
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no mortal ſhall diſcompoſe you with his pre- 


fence here; but as I am ſenſible to what mor- he 
tification a young lady, ſecluded in a lonely hi 
priſon may be expoſed, I ſhall ſometimes re- 
turn, though with no other intention, than to ty 
know your ſentiments of ſuch a ſolitude, and le 
whether you will not chooſe rather to reſide in Fort 
my palace, and conſent to make me happy i in Put 
your nuptials. e 
My lord, ſaid the queen, let not the reply pere 
Jam now to make inflame your diſpleaſure a- rat 
againſt me; tis my determination to waſte the Mad 
remainder of my days in forrow ; here will IE ral 
devote my ſad imagination to the dear prince Ver 
whom I have ſo untortunately loſt, and oui Il 
the condition of life to which I now reſign my- Ele. 
ſelf appear unnatural to you, reſt perſuaded, Mar 
however, that I will arm my foul with perſe- he 
verance, as being aſſured that the calamities fte 
to which I may ſtill be reſerved, are nothing in Fhe 
compariſon to thoſe I have already ſuſtained. ir; 
- Theſe words filled Vllapantac with deſpair} gue 
and indignation ; but he did not think it pro- 
per to make any reply: leſt he ſhould exaſpe- fc 
rate the queen, and render himſelf more odi- Ne 
ous to her: he therefore retired and left her 10. 
alone in the grot, after which, he cloſed the the 
opening with the ſtone he had befor removed, awf 
The revolution of one moon was fully com- You 
pleated, before he retułned to the queen, as| mak 
he had intimated when he parted from her. deig 


He then inquired, if ſhe ſtill preſerved then 
5 melan- 


. 
"= 


2 T N 
"= 
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his pre- Nnelancholy remembrance of the dead, before 
at mor. Ihe ſervices and converſation of the living, and 
lonely hether the reflections ſhe had ſo much time 


mes re- Mo make, had not diſpoſed her to treat his paſ- 


than to Mon with ſome regard? But when ſhe had re- 
le, and lied, that ſhe would always perſiſt in her 
eſide in Former refuſa!, he left her once more, with- 
appy in I dut troubling her with any new ſolicitations. 
The prince of the iſle of Uxi at his return, 
e reply 3 perceived a ſtrange ſcene of affairs had been 
\ſure a. Franſacted in his palace during his abſence; it 
aſte the Mad now no inhabitants but bears, for all the 
e will 1 @fficers of the court, the ladies and domeſtics, 
rince vere transformed into animals of this ſpecies. 
ſhould MY llapantac, confounded at this ſtrange ſpecta- 


le, and the horrid cries he heard around him, 


nmy-z 
ded Warted back ſeveral ſteps; thrice he made 
perſe- he neighbouring mountains reſound with his 
amities MHreadful exclamations ; thrice did he graſp up 
hing in he ſand from the ground, and ſcatter it in the 
ined, ir; and then, with uplifted arms, he broke 
deſpair Put into this invocation z O ye immortal gods, 
it pro- rom whom I derive al} my power, and whoſe 
exaſpe-| :fmcacious ſuccours I have conſtantly recerved ! 
e Odi- Great authors of charms and incantations! 


ou who communicate to thoſe you love 
the knowledge and virtue of plants and herbs; 
awful lords of wind, and rain, and thunder! 
You who enable me to make the mountains 
ſhake, and the earth tremble to its center, 
deign to aid me in this my hour of need! I 


am now reduc'd to the neceſſity of imploring 
your 


eft her 
ſed the 
noved, 
com- 
den, as 
m her. 
red the 
melan- 
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protection againſt an audacious wretch bo | 
incroaches upon my prerogatives. I ce, con. 
tinu'd the prince of Uxi, my prayers are nat] 
in vain, you vouchſafe me the aids for which Ruit 
I ſupplicate your divinities, and I ſhall be! 
avenged on my enemies with this ſabre you 3 
have ſo ſeaſonably ſent me. . 
He ſeem'd to have ſome reaſon for theſe af 
words ; becauſe whilit he was ſpeaking thei Jon 
wand he held in his hand changed into a two- 
edg'd ſabre, and he was ſo animated by this ſua. ira, 
den relief, that he march'd up and down with Sut 


a furious air, and a heart fired with ace F 
tion, to ſeek the inſolent foe who preſumed to Wea; 
exerciſe ſo much power in his palace. 3 

In a little time he beheld prince Houac at. | 01 
ſome diſtance, with an inchanted lance in hi; Hor 


hand; his fury redoubled at the ſight of ſuch tte 
an unexpected enemy, and he flew to him Hall 
with an intention to chaſtiſe him for his teme. My 
rity 3 but, upon a nearer approach, inſtead of ith 


aſſuming a menacing tone, or attempting to te 
ſtrike his foe, he threw his own ſabre. on the Proc 
earth, and with an air of ſubmiſſion and hu- out 


mility, addreſſed him in theſe terms; O.prince nd 
the advantage is this day in your favour, and Whey 
you have the ſame ſuperiority over me as I exer-Maſti 
ciſed againſt you, before you poſſeſſed the lance Why ce 
of the prophet Huamachu : you may impoleWeedi 
what commands on me You pleaſe, I am now urn 
your flave, and only attentive to render you our 
my obedience. | em: 


> 
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h WhO 1 am not at all ſolicitous for thy obedience, 
e, con. eplied the prince, and only mean to know the 
are not g xtent of thy crime, that I may puniſh thee 
r which uitable to thy demerit; tell me this moment, 
hall b<WWhere I may find the queen of Hattun Rucana. 
bre you y lord, replied Vllapantac, that princeſs was 
| Seſolute to ſeclude herſelf in a ſubterranean 
ile laſt Frot, from the view of mankind, and ſhe has 
ing theWontinued' in that retreat for rhe ſpace of one 
a to- Moon: you are the only object of her remem- 
his ſud- rance, and ſhe bitterly laments your loſs, withe 
n with gut the leaſt intermiſſion. | 
ndigna - Prince Houac was exceedingly enraged to 
med to ear of the affliction of the princeſs, and became 

pprehenſive Vllapantac had offered her ſome 


ouac at iolence; Tell me thou wretch, ſaid he, haſt 
e in hi ou been ſo preſumptuous, as to make an 

of ſuchWttempt on her honour ? Be aſſured, thy life 
to him hall be reſponſible for thy behaviour to her: 


s teme. My lord, replied Yllapantac, be not dejected 
ſtead ofithout a cauſe; it is true, I have entertained 
ting to tender paſſion for the queen; nay, I have 
on the proceeded farther, and ſolicited her to be fa - 
and hu-Wourable to my affection; but tho' her refuſals 
prince nd diſdain gave me a ſenſible mortification, 
r, andhey never prompted me to violate the laws of 
1 exer-WWaſtice ; and tho I had power to eſpouſe her 
ie Jance BWy compulſion, I ever looked upon ſuch a pro- 
impole Weeding with horror; and to prevent my being 
m now Wurried by my impatient deſires to any diſhon- 
der youBWourable actions, which I ſhould have con- 
| emned the next moment, I bound mylelf by 
1 a 
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a moſt inviolable oath, not to obtain the ark 


of her favours by conſtraint. 1 5 
Piſt 
HO U R XXXII. 


This diſcourſe reliev'd the prince, in ſome 
meaſure, from his fears. Conduct me to the * 
place, faid he, where thou haſt lodg'd the N 
queen of Hattun Rucana; I ſhall then ſee 
vhether her relation of this affair be agreeable an 
to thine. | 3 * 

Yllapantac obey'd the prince” s command, ft 
and guided him in the way he was to take. id 
When they arrived at the grot, Houac thruſt ou 
his lance againſt the ſtone that cloſed up the en- 
terance, and was immediately preſented with. 
a free paſſage. They then deſcended into the} 
apartment, and found the queen ſeated on 2 Pe 

bed of ruſhes, and lamenting the loſs of her 
beloved Houac. The prince was affected be-F 
yond expreſſion at this moving fight, and withil 
an air of the moſt endearing tenderneſs, ap- 
proached the afflicted fair one. Generous} 
queen, faid he, let not ſorrow any longer prey 
on that lovely form; you now behold your. 
faithful Houac before you; that Houac, whom 
you have generouſly bewailed, ſo many tedi- 
ous days and nights : you are now at liberty 
to leave this place, where you have been in- 
terred alive, and fromthis moment you ate 
reſtored to perfect freedom. The inchanted 
lance you behold in my hand has deliver'd you 
* trom 


er 


8 
* 
„ 4 
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From your tyrant, and, by rendering me ſu- 
Perior to all his power, has enabled me to pu- 
Piſh him for his crime. 

O heavens! cried Acllahua in this part of 
Ker relation, who can deſcribe the aſtoniſh- 


EK 1 
= 


e leaſt 


n ſome 1 Ment that ſeized the queen of Hattun Rucana, 

ory the hen ſhe beheld the prince, whom ſhe ſo long 

Y ad number'd among the dead! Her ſenſes 
en ſee 


ere loſt, and all the faculties of her ſoul be- 
reeable ſame ſuſpended at the enchanting view: but 
Shen ſhe had recover'd herſelf a little from her 


1 


nmand, rſt ſurpriſe, I cannot poſſibly be deceived, 
o take. id ſhe, in prince Houac, nor doubt that I 
c thrul how behold him with theſe eyes; the tranſ- 
> the en- Ports that riſe in my ſoul, convince me- this 


ed with. no illuſion; I at firſt imagin'd fome fleet- 
into ting ſhade preſented irſelf before me, and ſuſ- 
ed on iected it to be a new artifice of the prince of 
X1, 


Qed be. BY Ah! my charming queen, interrupted the 
and with rince, you indeed behold your ſpouſe and 
eſs, *P"Wover; you ſee the man, who, for your ſake, 
enero ccompliſned the adventure of the channel, and 
ger Pre) eſtroyed the giant, who devoured your ſub- 
d youW-&s , let me rather ſay, you behold a prince 
c, whom ho was captivated by your charms, the firſt 
any tedi. Moment you preſented yourſelf to his view, 
it liberty] nd from whoſe remembrance you have never 
been in een abſent ſince that happy period : you view 
code he fondeſt lover, who adores you with all the 
ACN: uri . 
0rd you ty of an unſpotted paſſion ! 
trom | Alas! 
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Alas! replied the queen, I deſpaired ever % here 
behold you again, and intended to devote my- Mer 
ſelf to perpetual tears and ſorrow. If our te. 
paration, interrupted the prince, has coſt you 
many precious tears, ſhare now with me tran{- i 
ports with which my happineſs. inſpires me. 

Who couldthave believed, when Vllapantat 
threw me into the ſea, that the gods only fe. 
parated us to prove our conſtancy, and to in- 
creaſe our future felicityj? | 

The queen of Hattun Rucana was exceed. 
ingly affected with the amiable tenderneſs ff 
the prince's ſoul; but her native modeſty, or 
rather her impatience, to know by what means 
he had been reſtored to her from the ocean 
wherein ſhe ſaw him ſink, prevented her from . 
reigning herſelf to the warmth of all her tranſ. i 
ports. Deareſt prince, faid ſhe, I believe youſ 
have met with various adventures ſince our ſe- 
paration, let me have the ſatisfaction of hear-W"<* 
ing the particulars, if 

. Hluftrious queen, replied prince Houac, Y 4 
you ſhall be informed of every circumſtancę at 
After Vllapantac had precipitated me into the 
immenſe waſte of waters, I exerted all fy fin 
in ſwimming, the reſt of that day, and chelifl den 
ſucceeding night; but as I was driven about, ade 
at the mercy of the waves, I imagined myſelif de 
floating in the arms of death: when the morning 
appeared, I raiſed my head above the ſurges, as 
high as I was able, to try if I could diſcover 
land from any quarter, but my eyes only wan- 

dered 


5 | 
by. 


tt 
4 | 


ever to 1 


te mi- 
our le-| 
Iſt youl 
e trans- 
es me.] 


panta- | 


nly le. 


to in- 


our le- 


F hear- 


Houac, 
nſtance. 
into the 
my ſkill 
ind the 
about, 
| myſell 
norning 
arges, as 
difcove! 
Iy wan- 
b dered 
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red over aboundleſs expanſe of ocean; how- 
er, I continued to ſwim with new vigour, 
Sl! at laſt my ſtrength began to fail: 1 be- 
ame motionleis and inſenſible by degrees, and 
s] was almoſt ſuffocated with the water that 
Jowed down my throat, I undoubtedly ſunk 
pd the bottom. 

It was impoſſible for me to compute how 
ng I deſcended in that abyſs, but the event 
nvinced me, I was neither dead nor in a 


if ream. Ina word, I found myſelf in a palace 


neſs off 
ity, ol 
t means 
ocean 
er from} 
r tranſ- 
eve youl 


hich ſeemed entirely formed by water, for 
e walls were of the colour of that element, 
nd though they appeared to have little ſolidity 
d the eye, and were as tranſparent as the fluid 
hich compoſed them, they yet rofe around 
e like a rampart of marble : the pavement 
as ſowed with pearls, and the light which 
one through the palace, equalled the radi- 
nce of the full moon. 

If 1 was ſtruck with the wonders [ beheld, 
y aſtoniſhment increaſed, to fee an edifice of 
hat vaſt extent uninhabited; I wandered 
rough fifteen apartments without meeting 
ny perſon ; but in the middle of the ſixteenth, 
beheld under a pavilion, formed by a caſ- 
ade of water, a bed of coral, covered with 
a- reeds, on which a young lady repoſed, with 
er head reſting on her right arm. A ſheet 
f water, lucid as cryſtal, compos'd a kind 
f veil, which flowed over her whole form 


ithout touching any part. I could diſcover 
" thro? 
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thro? this liquid robe, that her eyes were cloſ- 
ed, and became for ſometime doubtful whe- 


ther I beheld a ſtatue or a living creature; 
but when I made a nearer approach, I took 
notice ſhe breathed. 
me fix my eyes with great attention on the ami- 
able object before me; her perſon was ſhaped 
to perfection, but all her charms made no im- 
. on my heart: O lovely queen ! cried 

ouac, in this part of his hiſtory, you alone 
was then preſent to my ſoul, and my remem- 
brance of your perfections was ſufficient to 
render me inſenſible to all beauty but your 
own; beſides, I was ſeized with ſuch an ex- 
ceeding chilneſs as made me imagine my blood 
would be frozen in my veins. 

I was extremely curious to know how I 
could poſſibly be convey'd to ſo extraordinary 
a palace, and why I beheld but one perſon in 
ſuch a ſpacious pile. I wiſh'd to fee the lady 


wake from her ſlumber, and vainly waited a 


conſiderable time in that expectation; I endea- 
vour'd to make myſelf heard by walking 


briſkly over the pavement ; but all my moti- 


ons were to no purpoſe, for that pavement did 
not reflect any ſound. I clapp'd my hands to- 
gether very ſtrongly, but could not produce 
the leaſt noiſe; I then attempted to raiſe my 


voice, though to as little effect, for the ſame 


ſtillneſs continued. Surely, ſaid I, to myſelf, 
I am either in ſome inchanted palace, or this 
muſt be the manſion where the god of ſilence 
himſelf reſides. | 


This conviction made 


I 
any 
I th 
ter, 
th 
ſed | 
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I was at laſt unable to reſtrain my curioſity. - 
any longer, and therefore advancing to the bed, 
ture; WI thruſt my arm through the thin flow of twa- ; 
took ter, which drew a veil over the ſleeping lady; 
made WI then took her by the hand, and gently preſ- 
ami- Wicd it, in hopes that action would accomꝑliſn 
naped the effect I deſired; but I was deceived once 
o im- more, for ſhe ſtil] continued in her flumber, 
cried Wand though I ſtrongly graſped her hand at laſt, 
alone Wſhe remained as inſenſible as ever. 
mem- I began to deſpair of any poſſibility to awake 


ent to Mer, when I perceived ſhe was faſtened to the 
your Wed by an exceeding fine thread, and imagin- 
an ex- Wed it might be the Taliſman which locked up 
blood Mer ſenſes in that ſound repoſe; J untied the 


not, and at the ſame inſtant ſhe opened her 
ow I yes, and then raiſing herſelf on her bed addreſ- 
dinary Wed me in this manner. 
ſon in What do I now behold! ſaid ſhe, Art thou 
an airy phantom, or a human creature, or 
may I call thee an inhabitant of the ſea ? 
heſe queſtions did not conſiſt of any articulate 


tited a 
endea- 


alking Wounds collected by my ear, but were rather 
moti- ¶ train of thoughts infuſed into my mind, and 
nt did ny reply was entirely of the ſame nature. We 
nds to · ¶onverſed in a ſilent language, yet had a perfect 


roduce Ftelligence of our mutual meaning. a 

iſe my Madam, ſaid 1, bending one knee on the 

e ſame ground, in whatever claſs of being you may 

myſelf, Þxiſt, you ſee before you an unfortunate prince, 

or this ho greatly needs your aſſiſtance, and is not 

ſilence i ltogether undeſerving of the compaſſion he 
If Yor. II. C im- 
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implores. After J had paſſed through a long 
ſeries of adverſity on earth, I have been ex- 
poſed two days and a night to the mercy of the 
waves, and at laſt ſunk into the infinite abyſs; 
I then imagined death would be my inevitable 
doom, when I ſuddenly found myſelf in this 
aſtoniſhing palace, where I now throw myſelf 
at your feet, in confidence of a favourable re- 
ception : have pity on my deſtitute condition, 
and acquaint me in what part of the creation I 
now appear ; inſtruct me, amiable creature, 
how 1 may return to the earth, and if you 
have any knowledge of what paſſes among 
mortals, inform me where the queen of Hat- 
tun Rucana is convey d. 

O ſlrange! replied the lady, it is impoſſible 
for me to ſatisfy you in all the particulars of 
your curioſity, and I can only inform you 
that you are now in the palace of the king of 
filence, who is the ſovereign of all the inhabi- 
tants of the deep; as for me, though I differ 
in ſpecies from him, for I am of the race of the 
children of men, yet 1 am eſpouſed to that mo- 
narch : one day, as I was bathing near the ſea- 
ſhore, a large animal roſe out of the waves in 
a human form, and claſped me in his arms; 
I was immediately ſtruck with horror, and 
fainted away; but when I recover'd from that 
ſtate of inſenſibility, I found myſelf in this 
palace, where I have livedYor the ſpace of five 
ears; and tho* I am in ſome meaſure compel- 
ed to reſide here, I ſubmit to that _— 
o With- 


long 
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of the 
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without reluctance, and have repleniſhed this 
manſion with an offspring ſo numerous, that 
no nation can equal it in that particular. I 
place my chief felicity in the ſight and pre- 
ſence of the king my conſort, and the dutiful 
ſubmiſſion of my children, with the delightful 
union of our ſouls, make this palace as dear 
to me as the land of my nativity; the never- 
ending calm which reigns all around me, is 
my conſtant joy. The king my huſband, from 
time to time, returns to the ſea, to preſerve 
order and ſubordination in theſe his dominions, 
and left I ſhould paſs away the hours of his 
abſence in melancholy muſings, he cloſes my 
eyes in ſleep, and gently binds me with a 
thread, that defends me from all the inſults I 
might ſuffer from the fiſh ; for they cannot, 
with any complacency, behold a human crea- 
ture the partner of their monarch's bed, and 
the charm continues in all its efficacy, till the 
thread happens to be untied. 

I have now, continu'd the queen of ſilence, 
made you ſenſible where you are, and it is all 
the information I can poſſibly give you; how- - 
ever, I ſuppoſe you were brought to this place 
by a conveyance, which had ſome ſimilitude 
to mine; the king my ſpouſe, undoubtedly 
beheld you when you were ſwimming in the 
ſea, and ſnatch'd you from the arms of death 
to this manſion , at his return it will appear 
whether my conjecture be true, for I think you 
never could have penetrated ſo far without 
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ſuch a conductor. The diſtance from the pave- 


ment of this palace to the ſurface of the ſea, 5 
is above ſeventeen thouſand cubits in extent, ©. 
and what probability is there, you could tra- 3 
verſe ſuch an immenſe depth of water in ſafety, Pry 
unleſs you be ſomething more than mortal ? pie. 
| {001 

HOUR XXXIII. on 
| d 
Madam, ſaid I, you may believe me when xr 
I affure you, I have not any intercourſe with 00 


ſpiritual beings, nor more knowledge of the fe. 
fiſh, than what formerly occurred to me by def 
catching them for my food. — But whilſt I was 


. una 
expreſſing myſelf in this manner, the whole theſ 
palace ſeemed to ſhake, and a prodigious ſhoal © oe 
of large and ſmall fiſh, tumultuouſly rolled in ¶ re 
the apartment, and infolently required the this 
queen to reſign me to their rage; we will de- to 
vour him, ſaid they, in the ſame manner as he and 
has feaſted on our companions : for this wretch, ¶ awa 
added they, in their peculiar language, has not 
himſelf confeſſed his crime, and we will have the 
juſtice on the murderer of our ſpecies. Rowe 

Great god! cries the queen, did you bn a 
preſerve this unhappy ſtranger from the dan- I} if ye 
gers of the deep, to expote him to a death | c © 


more cruel and tormenting! No, continued I eat 
ſhe, at the ſame time taking me by the hand, 
and as an inſtance of the protection ſhe intend- 
ed me, |1 will never be ſo inhuman to deliver pliec 
him to theſe furious enemies; and if I have 
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not power ſufficient to preſerve him, I am de- 
termined to ſhare his fate. 

Generous queen, interrupted I, this lan- 
guage evidently lows from your fears, and I 
ſo little dread the rage of theſe monſters, that 
with your permiſſion I will hew them in 
pieces: let them approach me, and they ſhall 
ſoon be ſenſible of the force of my arm. Up- 
on which I was preparing to draw my ſabre, 
and bid defiance to my toes; but the queen, 
who knew the perils to which we were expoſed, 
conjured me not to aſſault them: This, ſaid 
ſhe, with tears in her eyes, muſt effectually 
deſtroy us both, and all your fortitude will be 
unavailing; for ſhould you deſtroy but one of 
theſe creatures, you will immediately be 
overwhelmed with millions: Preſumptuous 
wretches ! added ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to 
this formidable hoſt, I will never ſuffer you 
to violate the hoſpitality due to this ſtranger; 
and if there be any juſtice in your pretenſions, 
await the arrival of your ſovereign : We will 
not be delay'd a moment, Teplied they, and 
the murderer ſhall either be ſurrendered to us, 
or we will execute juſtice upon him in ſpite of 
all oppoſition : Inſolent animals! faid the queen, 
if you can treat the conſort of your king with 
ſo much irreverence, be prudent enough, at 
leaſt, to tremble at the vengeance your crime 
will draw upon you ; Our "monarch may ex- 
terminate all our tribes if he be ſo diſpoſed, re- 
Plied they, but we will, however, have the 

C's con- 
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conſolation of avenging our ſlain companions 
before we die. 

Ah unhappy prince! cried the queen, by 
what fatality wert thou miſguided to this palace! 
Tho” thou haſt eſcaped many dangers on earth, 
and eluded the death that threatened thee when 
thou wert ſwimming in the ocean; yet, alas 

thou canſt not poſſibly evade the fury of theſe 
monſters. Her affliction at the ſame inſtant 
became inſupportable, and with a languiſhing 
look, that expreſſed the agitation of her foul, 
ſhe withdrew her hand from mine, and im- 
mediately fainted away on her bed. 

If a ſpeRacle ſo moving gave new vigour to 
my courage, it likewiſe increaſed the inſolence 
of thefe ſea-monſters ; two among them of an 
enormous ſize, darted at me with open mouths 
to devour me, aad inevitable death ſeemed to 
"menace me that moment; but my rage was 
ſo predominant, that I grew altogether inſen- 
ſible of fear, and as formidable as my enemies 
appeared, they might ſee by my aſpect, they 
gave me no apprehenſions. I drew my ſabre, 
2nd with the firſt blow ſtruck off the head of 
one from his body, and cut the other in two 
with the ſecond. 4s 

The blood which flowed in full ſtreams, 
was ſo far from intimidating my adverſaries, 
that it only exaſperated them the more; the 
fire flaſhed from their eyes, and they crowded 
upon me with implacable fury: I detended 
myſelf from their approach to the utmoſt of 

my 
> 


N1ONS 


n, by 
alace! 
earth, 
when 
alas 
theſe 
nſtant 
iſhing 
- foul, 
im- 


zur to 
lence 
of an 
ouths 
ned to 
e was 
inſen- 
emies 
, they 
ſabre, 
ad of 
n two 
2 
eams, 
ſaries, 
4 the 
»wded 
ended 
oft of 


my 


— — 


PERERUVIAN TALES. 31 


my ability, and in a little time, above two 
hundred of thoſe animals lay dead on the 
pavement. F | 
Their impetuoſity was not the leaſt abated 
by all this ſlaughter; and as their numbers 
were every moment increaſing, they mutt cer- 
tainly have deſtroyed me at laſt: I could no 
longer aſſault them, or defend myſelf, and 
was already ſeized, in more parts of my bo- 
dy than one, when the king of ſilence, who 
had been a ſpectator of this ſcene of blood, 
arrived very ſeaſonably with all the retinue of 
his court; his preſence ſtruck my enemies with 
a general conſternation; they ſhuddered and 
drooped before him, and had recourſe to ſud- 
den flight for their preſervation : upon which, 
the * inſtantly appeared in its former tran- 
quillity. | 
My mind was ſtil] agitated with that difor- 
der, which uſually ſucceeds great and dange- 
rous events; and the monarch of ſilence, who 
took notice of my diſcompoſure, beheld me 
with ſuch an air of ſmiles and affability, that 
it ſeemed as if he had been intimate with me 
all his life-time, He made a very ſhort ſpeech 
with his eyes, that ſufficiently acquainted me 
with his meaning: Young ſtranger, ſaid he, I 
have a regard for your welfare; upon which 
he approached the bed where the queen lay, 
and raiſing her from her ſtate. of inſenſibility, 
took her gently by the hand, and led her into. 
an adjoining hall, at the head of all his court. 
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As for me, I was left alone, among the dead 


bodies of the monſters I had ſlaughtered, and 
began to deliberate with myſelf, whether J 
mould continue. in that place, or go and 
proſtrate myſelf at the king's feet; but I re- 
ceived a meſiuge that moment, which relieved 
me from my perplexity: a young virgin, or 
rather a ſea nympth, came to acquaint me that 
her ſovereign had ſomething to ſay to me; up- 
on which I immediately followed her, and 
advanced-into the hall. | 

I was ſtill diſordered with my late adventure, 
and one uneaſy thought introduced a train of 
others equally diſagreeable, The hall glit- 
tered with alight as radiant as the beams of a 
{ſummer ſun, and'the walls, which were form- 
ed like the reſt of the apartments out of the 
fluid element, reflected the luſtre like a mirrour 
of the fineſt poliſh, and to ſuch a degree, that 
Jus perfectly dazzled with the ſplendor z but 
none of the objects before me, overpowered me 
ſo much as à golden cornice, which formed 
a contour round the hall, and with ſeveral 
ranges of ſeats of the fame metal, flamed with 
ſuch a profuſion of rays, as were quite inſup- 
portable to my weak view: on theſe ſeats a 
vaſt number of young nymphs had placed 
themſelves, and after I had beheld them a few 
moments with the utmoſt ' aſtoniſhment, I 
began to recover my uſual preſence of mind, 
and advanced to that part of the hall, where 
the king and queen were ſeated on thrones of 
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emeralds, inter woven with the delicious green 
of the ſofteſt ſea moſs: I embraced the mo- 
narch's knees with all the reverence I could 
exprels ; Great king of ſilence, ſaid I, whoſe 

magnificence equals that of the gods, | lay 
mylelf low at your feet, and with all humi- 
lity implore your protection; for the graci- 
ous air with which your majeſty has already 
received me, gives me comtortable hopes, 
that you will not deny me the ſuccours I in- 
treat, 

At the cloſe of theſe words, the king raiſed 
me from the earth, and cauſed me to be ſeated 
on his right hand, a little below the throne, 
Young ſtranger, ſaid he, before I acquaint 
you with the fortune to which I am preparing 
to raiſe you, Lmuſt deſire you to relate me the 
particulars of your life, for doubtleſs your 
adventures muſt have been very extraordinary 
and engaging; I have no occaſion, however, 
to be informed of the accident which conducted 
you to this palace, nor of the pretended. mo- 
tives that made the fiſh your enemies; for it 
is my part to aſſure you, that as I found you 
tenfeleſs and fainting in the ſea, and on the 
point of expiring, I was touched with com- 
paſſion at your danger, and conveyed you to- 
this plate. W ben you had re- gained your 
ſenſes, I had an inclination to divert myſelf 
with the ſurpriſe | knew would affect you, and 
was really pleaſed with your ſolicitude to 
awake my qucen; nor was I lets entertaineti 
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vith the animoſity between you and the fiſh ; 
and indeed, I commend you for convincing 
them, that the intrepidity of a ſingle man is 
ſuperior to all the courage the inhabitants of 
the ſea can boaſt; I am only deſirous to know 
what has happened to you during your con- 
tinuance on earth, and how you could poſſibly 
be plunged in the ocean at ſuch an immenſe 
diſtance, from either the iſles or continent, 
and without the leaſt appearance of any ſhip- 
wreck. 

I ſatisfied the king's curioſity, and made him 
ſenſible I had been the ſport of fortune almoſt 
from my nativity. After I had related all the 
particulars, My lord, ſaid I, though I have 
been ſo unfoitunate on earth, 1 am ſtill deſi- 
rous to re- viſit it once more; it is impoſſible 


for me to live without the queen of Hattun 


Rucana, and could I be ſo happy as to ſee 
her again, I would then conſent to die with 
- pleaſure. | 

Ah prince! interrupted the king of ſilence, 
do you know what you delire ? It is to no pur- 
poſe for you to think of the queen of Hattun 
Rucana any longer, for by the pourtrait-you 
have drawn of that princeſs, I conclude, the 
prince of the iſle of Uxi is enamour'd of her 
charms, and threw you into the ſea, to faci- 
litate her conſent to eſpouſe him. The queen 
would undoubtedly have rejected his ſuit, as 
long as ſhe could be certain you were living ; 
but when ſhe becomes ſenſible ſhe cannot en- 
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tertain any reaſonable hopes to behold you 
again, ſhe will grow favourable to her raviſher; 
but though ſhe ſhould refuſe to be the partner 
of his bed, YlIlapantac, as he is maſter of her 

perſon, wil by compulſion obtain that from 
her, which ſhe perhaps, would not willingly 
have granted him: a competitor of his ex- 
traordinary power, Will never want means to 
conquer the reluctance of a woman, and there- 
fore let me deſire you to conſider the mortifi- 
cation you would ſuffer, were you to ſee the 
perſon you ſo tenderly love in the arms of 
another; to what a height would your deſpair 
riſe, to behold a rival happy ar the expence 
of your deareſt repoſe, and to find yourſelf, 
at the ſame time, deſtitute of all poſſibility to 
avenge your wrongs? Believe me prince, it 
would be prudence in you, to ſhun ſo torment- 
ing an inquietude ; we can here furniſh you 
with Joys ſufficient to reconcile you to the loſs 
of an inconſtant miſtreſs ; I will eſpouſe you 
to a ſiſter of mine, who ſurpaſſes all the ladies 
on the earth in blooming beauty, and I will 
raiſe you a palace as magnificent as you can 
poſſibly defire; in a word, you ſhall enjoy all 
imaginable gratiſications, if you will but con- 

tinue among us. 


HOUR XXXIV. 


Great monarch! anſwer'd I, let me intreat 
you, not to accuſe the queen of Hattun Rucana 
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with infidelity,. for beſides that, it proves in- 
juripus to my paſſion 3, the gods themlielves i 
would charge you with falſifying their decrees | 


their oracles have declared, ſhe ſhould eſpouſe 
the man who could leap croſs the channel and 
ſlay the giant; I have accompliſh'd both theſe 
conditions, and it is now incumbent on them 
to manifeſt their veracity. I repoſe my con- 
fidence in the punctuality of their oracles, and 
fi miy depend on the recompence they have pro- 
mijed: refoive then, my lord, no longer to op- 
pole their ſupreme will, and if you have any ve- 
neration for thoſe awful and immortal beings, 
permit me to return as foon as poſſible to the 
earth, 

Prince, replied the bias of ſilence, I had no 
Intention. to offend you in \ the tender article of 


your love, when I intimated, that the queen 


of Hattun Rucana, influenced by the ſuppo- 
ſition of your death, might be favourable to 
the prince of Uxi : the dilpoſitions of that ſex 
are ſufficiently known, and there are very few, 
who can be generovs enough to continue their 
aſſion for a dead lover; and among the few, 
who at firſt might be capable of that reſoftition, 
where are thoſe who preſerve it inviolable ? 
They always think a living admirer more. in- 
titled to their regards, than a lover in the grave. 
I may add too, that I hag-no deſign to tax the 
gods with any variation from their promiſes, 
tor I am perſuaded; whatever difficulties may 
interpoſe, they will never want means to ac- 
compliſh 


76s in- 


nlelves | 


eCFeeS3 | 


ſpouſe 
el and 
h theſe 
1 them 
iy con- 
s, and 
ve pro- 
to op- 
any ve- 
beings, 
e to the 


had no 


rticle of 


> queen 
ſuppo- 
rable to 
that ſex 
ery few, 
ue their 
the few, 
oftation, 
olable ? 
ore in- 
© grave. 
tax the 
romiſes, 
ies may 
S tO AC- 
ompliſh 


ments. 


Peruvian TALES. 37 


compliſh every particular of their engage- 
But what aſſurance have you, that 
you are the perſon pointed out by the oracle, 
and that there was but one man, who could 
leap over that chaſm in the earth, and only 
one giant to be ſlain in the territories of the 
queen of Hattun Rucana: give yourſelf 
therefore no perplexity, as to the manner in 
which the gods intend to accomplith their pro- 
miſe; but leave it to them to verify their own 
oracles, and if you have any reaſon to fancy 
yourſelf remanded to the earth to celebrate 
your eſpouſals with the queen of Hatitun Ru- 
cana, be as confident you are detained here 
by another oracle, who has pre-ordained you 
to tender your vows to my ſiſter; that con- 
junction is to give birth to a poſterity of males, 
ſufficiently numerous to afford huſtands to al 
my daughters; my father before his death, 
conſulted the oracle of the Deſolate Iland. 
touching mine and my ſiſter's fate, and was 
informed, I ſhould find a young virgin bath- 
ing in the fea; that I ſhould make myſelf maſ- 
ter of her perſon, and afterwards eſpouſe her; 
in conſequence of which event, I] was to be- 
come the father of a numerous race of daugh- 
ters; in a word, the oracle further declared, 


my ſiſter ſhould be Joined in. marriage to a 
young man, whole life I was deſtined to pre- 
ſerve; and from that alliance ſhould ſpring an 
offspring of males, equal in number to my 
daughters, and who were all to become my 
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ſons-in-law. Lou ſce, prince continued the kign 
of ſilence, that if in one reſpect I ſeem to oppoſe 
the will of the gods, I conform myſelf in ano- 
ther, to the command they have given me; 
and I think this circumſtance may juſtly induce 
you to take up your reſidence in this place. 
This was a point ſo very perplexing, that 
I knew not what to think of the contraieties 
between theſe oracles, and therefore continued 
ſpeechleſs for ſome time; but I obſerved the 
king extremely diſcompoſed at my ſilence, and 
it was not without reaſon, that he ſuſpected I 
would refuſe to eſpouſe his ſiſter : but the mat- 
ter paſſed out of all doubt, when I renewed my 
entreaties. to be reſtored to the earth, and 
yet he was not ſo much diſpleaſed as I had 
reaſon to apprehend. Any one but myſelf, 
ſaid he, with a ſerene aſpect, would be offended 
at a refuſal like yours, but I have an averſion 
to all conſtraint upon the inclinations, and do 
not ſo much as pretend to detain you here 
againſt your conſent: upon this he repre- 
ſented to me anew all the advantages he could 
poſſibly alledge, to make me accept of his 
propoſal; but thoſe allurements were ineffec- 
tual, and I frequently aſſured him, he could 
not in juſtice expect my compliance, on the 
ſtrength of the reaſon he had urged ; van- 
quiſh'd in ſome meaſure, at laſt by my in- 
flexibility, the affair we have debated, ſaid he, 
riſing from his throne, deſerves to be maturely 
conſidered, but at preſent let us turn our 
K thoughts 
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e kign ¶ thoughts to ſomething of more importance; 
oppoſe you muſt needs be extremely fatigued with 
1 ano- M your contention with the waves and your ene- 
n me; ; mies the fiſh, and I myſelf am a little indiſpoſ- 
nduce Ned with my long voyage, let us therefore take 
ace. ſome refreſhment, and then retire to our own 
, that neceſſary reſt. 

aieties Our collation was indeed the lighteſt, the 


tinued moſt frugal, and the ſhorteſt I ever ſaw, for 
ed the Ewe were only ſerved with a large pearly cup, 
e, and I filled with an exceeding bright water; the 


Red I king and queen drank firſt, and then preſented 
e mat- the cup to me, after which the whole court 
ed my followed our example. 
, and When we had finiſhed our repaſt, for ſuch 
I had indeed it might juſtly be called, ſince the li- 
nyſelf, ¶ quor we drank reviv'd and ſtrengthened us in 
Fended Ja ſurpriſiing manner, the king of ſilence con- 
verſion ducted me into an apartment prepared for 
ind do my reception; it was a very ſpacious chamber, 
u here of the ſame ſtructure with the reſt of the pa- 
repre- lace, and beaming with perpetual day; at the 
could upper end was a bed, formed by a maſs of in- 
of his numerable pearls and ſtrew'd with moſs, I laid 
neffec- myſelf down and ſunk into a deep ſlumber. 
could I had no ſooner riſen the next morning, but 


on the II faw the king enter my chamber: Prince, ſaid 
- van- Ihe, when he approached me, I have been 
ny in- thinking, it would not be improper if you paid 
aid he, the princeſs my ſiſter a viſit, for ſhe may 
aturely poſſibly give us ſome ſatisfactory account of 
rn our ſhe oracle which has predicted the circumſtan- 
zoughts ces of her marriage, 1 
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I] was extremely ſhocked ar this propoſal; 
My lord, ſaid I, with gratitude I acknowledge 
myſelf indebted: ro you for my life ; for with- 
out your aſſiſtance I ſhould certainly have pe- 
riſhed in the mighty waters, and I intreat the 
gods to recompence you tor this obligation : 
but oh ! forbear to ſhade the glory of that ac- 
tion, by the violence you prepare to offer me! 
Jam ſenſible, when you defire me to ſee the 
princeſs, the clearing wp of the oracle is the 
leaſt of your intentions; you, perhaps, would 
uſe me as the magician Mullia treated Mora- 
cac, whoſe hiſtory J have related to your ma- 
jeſty; you flatter yourſelf, Sir, that my heart 
will fall a victim to the charms of the princeſs 
of ſilence, or if they ſhould not have the ef- 
fect ſuitable to your expectations, you then in- 
tend to detain me here; J am therefore deter- 
mined never to ſee that lady, unleſs you take 
the moſt ſolemn oath not to force my inclina- 
tions, but on the contrary to re-convey me to 
the earth, if, after I have beheld the princeſs, 
I ſhould ſtill continue faithful to the queen of 
Hattun Rucana. 

The king could not avoid ſmiling at my ap- 
prehenſions; I am ſenſible, ſaid he, that men 
are inſincere and artful, and may very juſtly be 
difident of one another; they have always a 
propenſity to mutual injurggs, and this diſpo- 
firion employs them the greateſt part of their 
lives; they ought to be hedged with thorns to 
protect them from the approaches of their own 
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ſpecies; but in this region, ſincerity and recti- 
tude of mind aye hereditary; we love juſtice, 
and are always compaſſionate to rhe afflicted ; 
endeavouring to imitate the gods in theſe par- 
ticulars, as much as your ſpecies reſemble one 
another in barbarity and injuſtice : I therefore 
ſwear by the god Pachacamac, which is the 
moſt tremendous of all oaths, that when I de- 
fire you to viſit my ſiſter, 1 have no intention 
to enſnare you, or lay the leaſt reſtraint on your 
inclinations; I have recollected ſhe has lately 
conſulted the oracle of the Iſle of Deſolation on 
her future marriage, and may poſſibly have 
been informed of ſome . particulars, capable of 
ſolving all the difficulties that perplex us. 

At the cloſe of this diſcourſe, he took me 
by the hand with the moſt obliging conde- 
ſcenſion, and afterwards conducted me to the 
palace of the princeſs, through an exceeding 
long gallery, ſtruck out in the immenſity of 
the waters. The palace itſelf conſiſted only of 
one chamber, but ſo vaſtly ſpacious, that the 
objects at one end were indiſtinguiſhable at the 
other. In the middle of this apartment I be- 
held a large baſon of marble, which was the 
ſource of four ſtreams, or rather ſo many ri- 
vers, that rolled their ſilver waves through the 
ſame number of channels, and divided the 
chamber into as many equal parts; one of 
which had the appearance of an admirable par- 
terre, diverſified with the beauteous glow of in- 
wmerable flowers, tho' in reality they were no 
mare 
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more than amiable illuſions, effected by a vaſt Mice 
number of ſpouting rills, diſpoſed with ſurpri- Wn v 
ſing art and ſymmetry. In the ſecond compart- Wpeat 
ment, a number of large water-falls, adjuſted ſinc 
with the ſame perfection, repreſented a verdant like 
foreſt, where all the birds who frequent the dict 
ſea made their retreat. The third diviſion was 12g 
adorn'd with artificial grottos, beautified with {Went 
the fineſt ſhells and ſtones ; and the laſt was 1 
the apartment where the princeſs and all her Mattei 
nymphs reſided: it was impoſſible to behold this 
this delightful place, without believing it to facti 
be the dwelling of ſome divinity, and feeling eſpe 
ſecret impreſſions of joy and admiration. 


HOUR XXXV. 


The princeſs was repoſing herſelf on a couch, 
but the moment we approach'd her ſhe roſe, 
and cauſed us to. be ſeated ; after which ſhe 
addreſſed herſelf to the king of ſilence in theſe 
terms; Before I aſk you, my dear brother, to 
what motive I owe this viſit, and who is 
that agreeable youth who accompanies you, if 
give me leave to preſent you with ſome refreſh- 
ment; at the ſame time one of the nymphs, 
by her order, brought us a cup of water, which 
in thoſe dominions was the only food. When 
we had finiſh'd our repaſt, the king turning 
to his ſiſter expreſſed himRf to this effect. 
Princeſs, ſaid he, you deſire to know the 


cauſe of this viſit, and who is the youth you 
A ſec 
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ſee in my company; he then acquainted her 
En what manner he preſerved my life, and re- 
peated all the particulars which had happened 
ſince I had been conveyed to his palace; he 


a vaſt 
ſurpri- 
mpart- 
djuſted 


/erdant Mikewiſe repreſented to her the ſeeming contra- 
ent the (diction in the two oracles relating to her mar- 
on was Wiage and mine, and then deſired to hear her 


fentiments on that circumſtance. 

The princeſs, who had liſtened with great 
attention to her brother's diſcourſe, made him 
his reply; I ſhould not receive any diſſatiſ- 
faction, brother, if the perſon deſtined to 
eſpouſe me, ſhould reſemble prince Houac; but 
otwithſtanding the circumſtance of your 
aving his life, he is not to be my huſband, 
for he diſcovers not the leaſt ſimilitude in 
ſhape, age, or features, to the perſon allotted 
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couch, ne. When I made a voyage ſome time ſince, 
1e roſe, to the Iſland of Deſolation, in order to conſult 


he oracle about the accompliſhment of my 
uture marriage, the ſacred tree returned me 
his anſwer ; Caſt your eyes now on the man, 
pre-ordain'd by the gods for your nuptials 
at the ſame inſtant the tree open'd, and I beheld 
n the hollow of the trunk a large ſilver mir- 
our, which repreſented to my view the deſtin'd 
partner of my bed; the idea of his form, 
hich I then ſurvey'd with great attention, is 
ill preſent to my imagination, and bears not 
ny reſemblance to prince Houac, and there- 
ore, if you would be directed by me, diſmiſs 
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ſed if you detain him, and their diſpleaſure may 
prove fatal to you in the event. he 
This diſcourſe was ſufficient to change effec 
the king's firſt intention of eſpouſing me in. 
to his ſiſter; Lec us return, prince, ſaid oof 
he, to my palace, and ſince you are deter- Pe r 
min'd to re- viſit the earth, I will conduct youro ont 
what part you pleaſe : upon which we took * 
leave of the princeſs ; but before I retir'd ſne m 
told me, ſhe deſir*d to have a ſhare in my re- P 
membrance ; Let me intreat, ſaid ſhe, your po 
acceptance of this ring, the emerald which iso 
ſet in it is a great curioſity, and as ſuch was [1 
preſented to the king my father, by a learned" © 
magician ; I now tender it to you, and it mayF"8* 
poſſibly be very beneficial to you hereafter ;W*<*'> 
it is a Taliſman, whoſe efficacy not only calms 
the rage of all ſorts of terreſtrial animals, buiſſtun f 
likewiſe" gives the perſon who wears it, a ſo- 
vereign power over thoſe creatures; they are 
obedient-to all his commands, and would run 
to the utmoſt limits of the earth ſhould he fo 
enjoin them. I received a preſent ſo ineſtima- 
ble with the moſt grateful acknowledgments, 
and kiſſed the fair hand of the princefs;* afrer'**/"s 
which I withdrew with the king her brother, 
and we returned by the ſame way we came. 
When we arrived at the palace of the king ol 
filence, that monarch cauſed all his family toe [ 
aſſemble in the hall, where Be firſt gave me audi. N 
ence; lam unacquainted with the particulars of lone 
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he king directed his diſcourſe to me to this 
effect; Prince, ſaid he, though you ſeem deter- 
ined to leave us, I have ſtill one propoſal more 
ooffer you; if you cannot prevail on yourſelfto 


be my brother-in-law, conſent, however, to 


ontinue among us; and for your inducement, 
will give you in, marriage to the lovelieſt 
ymph in all my empire; time itſelf ſhall have 
no power over her charms ſhe will always love 
you with the moſt engaging tenderneſs, and 
you will be as conſtantly fond of her, 
I was not allured in the leaſt at ſo inviting 
an offer; My lord, ſaid I, to the king, as 
ngaging as your majeſty's propoſal may ap- 
dear, it is impoſſible for me to receive it: I 
ie with impatience to ſee the queen of Hat- 
un Rucana : ſhe is the only bleſſing for which 
| ſigh, and I aſk nothing more of your ma- 
eſty, than to be conveyed to the iſle of Uxi : 
VIlapantac ſhall either reſtore that princeſs to 
1 arms, or compleat his cruelty by my death. 
Unhappy prince, replied the monarch, 
hat a ſcene of miſery and danger are you pre- 
paring for yourtelt! It is true, I-can cauſe you 
o be landed on the iſle of Uxi, and am ſenſi- 
le you may eafily enter thoſe dominions; for 


Iho' all the coalts ſwarm with innumerable ſa- 


age beaſts, and the foreſts are crowded: with 
apactous birds of a ſize ſo monſtrous, that one 
lone is able to devour a man; yet, as the eme- 
ald you have received from my ſiſter, will pro- 
ct you from the rage of the beaſts, ſo I intend to 

preſent 
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preſent you with an enchanted turquoiſe, 
which ſhall preſerve you from the fury of the 
birds: and yet with all this important aid, 
you will never be in a capacity to force the 
queen from the arms of her raviſher : I can 
aſſure you, your competitor is the moſt po- 
tent of all magicians, and with a ſingle glance 
can lay the mightieſt and moſt intrepid men at 
his feet; nay, the numerous and united force 
of an imbattled army would oppoſe him in 
vain : what ſucceſs then can you expect againſt 
ſo formidable a foe? I acknowledge, indeed, 
when we have any probability of triumphing 
by undauntedneſs of mind in any hazardous 


equally certain, that temerity was never re- 
puted a virtue, and no one commends the man 
who indiſcreetly expoſes himſelf to perils none 
can ſurmount. 

Jam very ſenſible, my lord, ſaid I, of the 
difficulties I am liable to encounter ; but were 
it abſolutely impoſſible to accompliſh my pur- 
poſe, even that conſideration ſhould not dil- 
ſuade me from the attempt; we muſt neceſſa- 
rily acquieſce with our lot, and render obedi- 
ence to the gods, by expoſing ourſelves to the 
greateſt dangers, when ſuch is their determi- 
nation, Let me add to this, that the queen of 
Hattun Rucana merits the ſacrifice of my 
ſafety to her welfare ; ſhould many dangers 


adventure, it would then be truly heroic to 
brave the danger; but at the ſame time it is; 
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be fortified with perſeverence ; and tho? death 
itſelf be preſented to my view, I will confront 
that king of terrors as I ought : the conſtancy 
of my mind, at leaſt, ſhall be invincible, and 
I count fear an inglorious weakneſs, to which 
a gallant man is never obnoxious. Since I 
find, replied the king of ſilence,” that nothing 
can diſſuade or intimidate you from your reſo- 
lution, I myſelf will conduct you to-morrow, 


-- Wto the ſhore of the iſle of Uxi; no one ever 


implored any needful aſſiſtance from me in 
vain, When he had uttered theſe words, he 
ordered the turquoiſe of which he had ſpoken 


Sto be _—_ : this likewiſe was the ornament 


of a ring, but the metal was filver in which 


the gem was enchaſed, very like the emerald 


in the other ring: I am unacquainted with the 
origin of this Taliſman, ſaid the king, when he 
preſented it to me, it has been in our family 
tor a length of time immemorial, and you will 
experience its virtue in the needful hour; I 
would willingly do ſomething more, continued 
he, and could be glad to Neuf you againſt 
the inchantations of Vllapantac, but my power 
does not extend to the earth. 

I gratefully thank'd the king for his favours; 
Great monarch! ſaid I, your generoſity 
tranſcends my utmoſt hopes; may you for ever 
live happy in your dominions, and for a _ 
ſeries of years be the delight of your family, an 
the conſolation of your people! And then 
addreſſing myſelf to his lovely ſpouſe, May 

you 
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you, O illuſtrious queen, ſaid I, be the con- Nuad 
ſtant joy of your royal conſort, and ſoon be- 
hold your charming daughters eſpouſed to a 
race of blooming youths ! And may you ever 
receive from your ſubjects, the homage and 
veneration they ſo juſtly owe you 

When I had thus tendered my acknowledg- 
ment to my benefactors, the king of ſilence Mis c 
ordered the neceſſary preparations to be made 
for our voyage the next day : I then took my 
laſt farewel of the queen, and reſpectfully kiſſed Wppe 
her knees and hand; after which, the king tate, 
conducted me into the apartment where I had 
repoſed the night before. It was ſome time Ween 
before I could compoſe myſelf to reſt, but at Nod, 
laſt, a gentle ſlumber cloſed my eyes, and to- Pour 
wards the dawn, my imagination was wrought re ic 
into a dream, that exceedingly affected me: a e in 
goddeſs ſeemed to appear before me in the re o 
form of a woman, richly habited, and ex- 
ceedingly majeſtic in her mien: whilſt I beheld NMiſreg 
her very attentively, and with all that reverend 
horror which the preſence of a divinity infuſes Patter 
into the ſoul; Houac, faid ſhe, thy thoughts Fnot a 
are forming a vain enterpriſe; thou art not to Wed in 
direct thy immediate progreſs to the iſle of U x1, o cle 
for ſhouldſt thou ſodetermine, inevitable death Wdviſe 
will await thee ; thou mult therefore viſit. the m pe 
iſle of Puna firſt, and thou wilt there meet with ation 
what will extricate thee from thy perplexity. 

When my ſleep left me, I reflected on every 


circumitance of my dream, and became per- 
ſuaded 
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con- Muaded I had ſeen a real apparition ; the lan- 
on be Wuage I had heard, was too intereſting and 
d to a reciſe to make any other opinion probable, 
1 ever Hand I was employed in deep meditations, when 
e and {he king came to fee if I were ready to depart: 
then acquainted him with what had happen- 
vledg- d to me, and intreated him to favour me with 
ſillence Wis counſel. | 
made The monarch having hearkened to me with 
k my nuch attention, made this reply; Your dream 
kiſſed appears to me too conformable to your preſent 
king Wate, and indeed, is too circumſtantial to be 
I had the mere effect of lumber; it has undoubtedly, 
e time Ween imparted to you by the agency of a 
but at god, to point out ſome important truth to 
id to- Wour obſervations; and though ſome dreams 
ought are ſo deluſive and inconſiſtent, that it would 
je: a he imprudent to afford them any credit, there 
n the Hare others, however, which have ſo much re- 
d ex- lity, that it would be an impious raſhneſs to 
beheld Niſregard them; for my part, I am inclined to 
rerend Whink your dream may juſtly be ranked in the 
nfuſes Patter claſs, though at the ſame time, I am 
»ghts not able to determine how you can be inform- 
not to ed in the iſland of Puna, of any circumſtances 
f Uxi, No clear up your perplexity ; however I would 
death dviſe you to proceed directly to that iſland, and 


fit the m perſuaded, you will there obtain the expli- 
t with Fation of your dream; mankind in hazardous 
ity. ndertakings, frequently eſcape dangers, by 
every Neaving the direct path, and taking a circuit 


per- In a much longer track. 


ſuaded Vo I. II. 9 HOUR 
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HOUR. XXXVI. aid 


This diſcourſe ſufficiently determined me tſſlem 
make a voyage to the iſle of Puna, and I inne e 
formed the king, that I gladly reſigned my q 
{elf to his direction; upon which he gave meſnore 
a ſignal, and Iimmediately followed him thro d ο 
the apartments of his palace. 

When we came to the gate that open'd to- mati 
wards the quarter where the iſle. of Puna waſſ<n!) 
ſituated, we found all the neceſſary proviſionsthe u 
for our voyage ready: the ſurface of the ocean 
deſcended in an eaſy ſlant, from the extremity Matui 
of the iſland to the cauſey, on which the palace I 
of the king of ſilence was raiſed, and preſented 
us with a gentle aſcent, T'wo nymphs had 
harneſſed a team of eight ſwans to a ſilver 
Chariot, the ſeat of which was form'd of mo- 
ther of pearl: the king of ſilence aſcended 
this chariot, and cauſed me to be ſeated at his 
ſide, and then taking the reins, which were 
compoſed of many {mall chains of gold, he 
gave the ſignal for our departure; the indeta- 
tigable ſwans ſprung forward at that inſtant, 
ſwifter than the wind, and drew the car ſo 
lightly over the fluid way, as not to occaſion 
any extraordinary motion in the water. 

When we had arriv'd at the iſland of Puna, 
I leap'd down on the earth, and was preparing 
to thank the king of ſilence, with a reſpectful Þ: 


humility, for his gracious offices; but he 
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ould not allow me that opportunity; I wiſh, 
aid he, I had the power to conduct your far- 
her; but you mult know the earth is not my 
element; you may, however, depend on ſeeing 

e once more, when you have an inclination 
o quit this iſland; you need then do nothing 

ore than caſt three pebbles into the ſea, and 
you will inſtantly behold me prepared to aſſiſt 
you. When the king had given me this infor- 
mation, . he did not ſtay for my reply, but ſud- 
denly plunged his charriot into the ocean, and 
he waters, which before bended into a ſlope 

o facilitate our paſſage, now rolled into their 
atural level. 

I was for ſome time in a great perplexity, 
as to the part I was now to perform. In what 
anner am | to proceed, ſaid I, to myſelf, and 
hat events are reſerv'd for me in this place? 
t I continue where I now am, I may indeed, 
depend on the aſſiſtance of the king of ſilence; 
but then my affairs in this iſland will never be 
ompleated, and it would certainly be very 
imprudent in me to expect fortune ſhould 
officiouſly approach me, whillt I indulge my- 
ſelf in indolence; no, it is incumbent on me 
0 exert my beſt endeavours to obtain her fa- 
our; but then, continued I, if I advance 
much farther into this iſle, and the land ſhould 
be as barren and naked as it now appears, I 
ſhould ſoon be deſtitute of food ; beſides, how 
an I be certain the more diſtant parts of the 
iſland are inhabited; but if they really ſhould, 

D 2 what 
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what aſſurance have I, that the natives an om 
hoſpitable and compaſſionate? ur! 
When J had maturely deliberated on the Hrau 
two expedients, the laſt appeared to me moſW"*< ! 
ſuitable to my intereſt, The ſun was not y. 
aſcended to his meridian, and I directed m 
courſe to the weſtern point of the iſland, thro 
a wild ſolitude; where neither men nor animal 
appeared. My eyes wandered over ſandy plai 
and ghaſtly rocks, which only afforded me 
variety of parched and barren proſpects, with 
out either a green tree or a running ſpring 
to enliven the ſcene. In this ſituation it v. 
natural for me to ſuffer ſome inquietude, for 
now began to be afflicted with hunger and thirſt 
however, as I at laſt gained the diſtant view of 
a large wood, I flattered myſeif that if it wer 
but inhabited, I ſhould at leaſt find ſom 
ſupplies for my. preſent neceſſity. With thigh ad 
expectation, I purſued my journey all the en 
ſuing night, and arrived at the thicket whe defer 
the ſun began to gladden the earth with th with 
beams of the morning. my! 
This delicious wilderneſs was watered wit! 
ſeveral fountains, and at regular diſtances 
opened into long walks of trees, laden wit 
inviting fruits; I adored Pachacamac, wht 
thus delights to vary his bounties through al 
nature, and makes eachywclimate accommodatt 
his creatures with every neceſſary enjoymentF* 
When I had ended my devotions I gathere'? YO 
ſome of the fruit, and found their flavour in lon. t 
% . | comparable 
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tives anomparable ; I then quenched my thirſt at a 

urmuring fountain, and thought the cooling 
iraught more delicate and reviving, than all 
he liquors. I had ever drank before; and when 
had fiiniſhed this filvan feaſt, I repoſed my- 
elf on the graſs, rather with a deſign to ſlum- 
der in that delightful ſhade, than to wear away 
any fatigues, for the fruits and fountain had 
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dy plai already refreihed me with new vigour. 
ed me When my fleep left me, I had nothing ſo 


wch at heart as the accompliſhment of my 
ourney : with this view 1 continued my way 


hrough the thicket, and at laſt beheld a 


ts, with 
> ſpring 


n it w. 
de, for nan, whole ſtarure much exceeded the dimen- 
ad thirſiiſions of mine; he advanced towards me with- 


a lance in his hand, and gazed upon me with 
eyes of a deeper dye than blood; his mien diſ- 
1d ſomovered ſomething menacing and gloomy, and 
Vich thitPade me ſuſpect I had an enemy to combat. 
I the en This conjecture cauſed me to prepare for my 
et whell defence, and I immediately confronted him 
vith thvith my drawn ſabre, and a reſolution to ſell 
my life as dear as poſſible, if he offered to aſ- 
lault me: but when I imagined we were upon 
the point of engaging, my adverſary preſented 
his lance at my breaſt, and at the fame time 
addreſſed me to this effect; Forbear, young 
man, ſaid he, all your bravery will be una- 
vailing, againſt the lance of the prophet Hua- 
machu: I naye no inclination to ſtain my hands 
in your blood, but rather honour in your per- 
lon the poſſeſſor of the emerald, which all 
3 terreſtiaj 
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terreſtial animals homage, and the turquoiſe, 


which keeps the various tribes of birds in ſub- 
jection: I am very ſenſible thoſe treaſures 
would be uſeleſs to any one, who would at- 
tempt to gain them by ſlaughter ; and I only 
Intreat you to aid me in a certain adventure 
thatemploys my thoughts, and cannot be ef- 
tected without your aſſiſtance. All the happi- 
neſs of my life depends on the ſucceſs of this 
affair, and if you contribute your endeavours 
with mine to accompliſh it, I will freely grant 
you whatever you can deſire, though it ſhould 
be half the power J poſſeſs. | 
This diſcourſe convinced me I had to do 
with a magician, and that it would be dan- 
gerous for me to refuſe him the aſſiſtance he 
deſired; My lord, ſaid I, I am ready to aid 
you to the utmoſt of my ability, and am not 
deſirous to be recompenſed with any part of 
your power; I only wiſh'ygu would aid me 
in your turn, to releaſe the queen of Hattun 
Rucana from her captivity; I am perſuaded 
you may eaſily gratify me in this particular, 
for what can be impracticable to the happy 
poſſeſſor of the ſacred lance ? 
Some part of your adventures, replied the 
magician, are already come to my know- 
ledge. © I happened two days to be in 
the iſle of Uxi; and was inform'd by Vllapan- 
tac, in what manner he threw vou into the 


. 


ſea, to avenge himſelf on you for killing his 
brother: Ah my lord! interrupted I, ſince you 
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are ſo well acquainted with the train of cir- 

umſtances which compoſe my misfortunes, 
Jet me intreat you to favour me with ſome 
dings of the queen of Hattun Rucana. Be in 
o pain, ſaid he, about the welfare of that 
ady; Yllapantac has indeed entertained her 
with his paſſion, and omitted nothing to inſpire 
her with impreſſions in his favour; but ſhe has 
hitherto, only treated him with averſion and hor- 
ror; and yet he ſeemed far from any intention 
to offer her the leaſt violence, ſo that you have 
nothing to apprehend from his competition; 
nay, I intend to re- place that princeſs in your 
arms before the expiration of three days. Ah, 
my lord! ſaid I, with the utmoſt emotion, 
may I be permitted to depend on that promiſe ? 
Believe me, you may, replied the magician, 
and I ratify it with a ſolemn imprecation, that 
I may be for ever deprived of the ſacred lance, 
if I give you any reaſon to reproach me for 
want of punctuality. I am ſatisfied my lord, 

anſwered I, and now be pleaſed to inform me, 
what I am to undertake for your ſervice, and I 
will immediately - acquit mylclf in the beſt 
manner I am able. 


HOU R XXXVII. 


The magician was tranſported to ſee me in 
ſuch a diſpoſition to aſſiſt him; Wait, ſaid he, 
a few moments, whilſt I fetch the weapons 
proper for our expedition; upon which he de- 

4 parted, 
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parted, and in the ſpace of a quarter of an 
hour made his appearance again, with a ſabre 
and a dagger at his ſide; Let us now proceed, 
ſaid he, with all expedition, to the valley of 
Chacma; your preſence will there be uſeful to 
me, to preſerve me from the eagles, flying 
dragons, and other furious birds, who guard 
the princeſs Chacma. I have ſighed for this 
lovely creature above fix years, and ſhe is far 
from being inſenſible of my paſſion ; but her 
uncle who has uſurped her dominions, detains 
her in a priſon, which, though it may be juſtly 
called magnificent, is ſtill a diſagreeable con- 
finement, ſince ſhe is obliged to continue there 
againſt her inclinations. This place may be 
almoſt reputed inacceſſible, becauſe the magi- 
cian, whom the uſurper bribed to his intereſt, 
has ſurrounded it with a vaſt number of the 
fierce creatures I have already mentioned, 
who guard all the avenues, and convey to the 
princeſs the proviſions ſhe wants; the only 
difficulty. is to controul the rage of thoſe fatal 
birds, who ſuffer no mortal to approach that 
priſon with impunity ; but your Taliſman 
makes all apprehenſions needleſs. wy 

At the cloſe of this diſcourſe, the magician 
took me by-the hand, and we were inſtantly 
conveyed into the valley of Chacma ; we then 
proceeded to the palace, or rather the priſon, 
where the princeſs was compelled to live ſe- 
cluded from the world : the enchanter knocked 
thrice at the gate, and it then flew open with 
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4 harſh noiſe; at the ſame moment the rapa- 
cious birds and other winged animals, ſprung 
at us in prodigious numbers, to prevent our 
entrance into the building: ſome alarmed us 
with loud and doleful ſcreams, others aſtoniſh'd 
us with dreadful hiſſings, capable of ſtriking 
fortitude itſelf with conſternation : but the mo- 
ment I made my appearance, all their cries 
and fury ceafed, and they ſuddenly with- 


drew to leave us a free paſſage 3; we then 


paſſed through-a large court, and came up to 
the inward gate of the priſon, which, when the 
magician had again Enocked at three times; 
ſpontaneouſly opened in an inſtant. N 

We then came into a great hall, in the mid- 
dle of which roſe a dome ſupported by ſix 
columns of ſolid: ſilver; the walls were formed 
of the ſame metal, and equally maſſive; at 
the upper end of the hall was placed a glitter- 
ing throne of emeralds, on which the princeſs 
was ſeated. This amiable lady roſe the mo- 
ment ſhe beheld us, and addrefling herſelf to 
the magician, Ah, my lord! ſaid ſhe, are you 
at laſt come to ſuccour an unfortunate prin- 
ceſs, whom an impious wretch has here de- 
tained in captivity ſo many years? 

Yes, madam, replied the magician; I have 
at laſt, with the aſſiſtance of this youth, pre- 
vailed over all your guards; you-are at liberty 
from this moment, and ] intreat you no longer 
to defer the happineſs I ſigh for: My lord, 
laid the princeſs, ſomething ſtill remains to 

1 Sag compleat 
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compleat my repoſe ; Iſhall think my liberty but 
an inconſiderable enjoyment, unleſs I likewiſe 
aſcend the throne of my anceſtors; this is the 
ſervice I expect you to render me, and the only 
condition on which I conſent to eſpouſe you. 

Madam, cried the magician in a tranſport 
of joy, may I be diveſted of all my power, 
and reduced to the level of common men, if I 
do not re-eſtabliſh';you in your empire, and 
ayenge you on the uſurper, - before two hours 
can be expired. Let us go this moment, con- 
tinued he, and puniſh him for his treaſons; let 
him in all the agonies of envy and deſpair, be 
witneſs of my future felicity with my beaute- 
ous princeſs. 

When this converſation was over, the en- 
chanter led the lady out of the palace, and 1 
walked before them to employ my Taliſman, 
againſt the eagles and other animals in the 
court, from whence we immediately proceed- 
ed to the uſurper's palace. 

He was then in his own apartment, little ex- 
pecting the operations we were preparing: and 
indeed, it is impoſſible to deſcribe the aſtoniſh- 
ment that ſeized him, when he ſaw his niece 
ſtand before him in the company of two men, 
of whom he had not the leaſt knowledge. He 
at firſt began to aſſume a menacing tone, but 


when he ſaw we were not to be intimidated, 
and were even preparing to aſſault him, he en- 
deavoured to ſave himſelf by flight; but the 
magician ſtopped him that moment with a _ 
457) gill 
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gle expreſſion. Stay, traitor, ſaid he, and 
acknowledge the black catalogue of thy crimes. 
The uſurper at that language became motion- 
leſs, and ſtood as if his feet had been riveted to 
the pavement; and when the magician had 
uttered two other words, which to me were 
unintelligible, the unhappy prince ſuffered a 
ſtrange transformation; his neck, his arms, 
his feet, and in a word, his whole body, loſt all 
flexibility, and ſtiffened into a marble ſtatue ; 
his eyes alone were unaffected with this change, 
and theſe the magician left him, to embitter his 
affliction and tuate his miſery. 

When this tranſaction was ended, the officers 
and domeſtics of the palace having proſtrated 
themſelves at the feet of the princeſs, acknow- 
ledged her for their ſovereign, and implored 
her clemency : ſhe received them with a ſerene 
ſmile, and ordered the chief of the people to 
be aſſembled. To theſe ſhe imparted the par- 
ticulars of the uſurper's puniſhment, and took 
their oaths of fidelity to herſelf ; and to crown 
the happy revolution of that day, ſhe folemnly 


eſpouſed her deliverer, who now exerted his 
art, to embelliſh the nuptial feaſt with all ima- 
ginable pleaſures. 


The day after the celebration of this marri- 


age, I reminded the magician of his promiſe, 
to reſtore you my charming queen to liberty; 
I aſſured him, that each moment of his delay, 
increaſed my inquietudes on your account, and 
retarded my deareſt * but the anſwer 
| D | 
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I received from him, was very different from 
what I had a right to expect. Your requeſt, 
ſaid he, is at preſent extremely unreaſonable ; 
can you believe me capable of ſuch a ſudden 
ſeparation from my princeſs ? Her authority is 
not ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, for me to leave her 
alone ; and ſhould I have any inclination to 
quit the valley of Chacma, you wonld be the 
firſt to diſſuade me from that deſign ; I know, 
indeed, that your paſſion for the queen of 
Hattun Rucana, makes you impatient to be- 
hold her, and your deſires ſhall foon have their 
due ſatisfaction; but in the mean time let me 
intreat you to moderate your ardours, for you 
can by no means urge me to an abſence, that 
would intirely fruſtrate your interelt as well as 
mine. 

This reply forced the tears from my eyes, 
and my heart ſuggeſted to me, that it was a 
diſhonourable evaſion contrived by the magi- 
cian; however, I was willing to think that 
ſuſpicion unjuſt, and ſtill imagined J had to do 
with a man of probity, wiſdom, and humanity. 
This perſuaſion obliged me to conſent to the 
delay he deſired ; but, alas! how fatal was 
that delay to my repoſe | for in this interval, 
1 had too many opportunities of entertaining 
the princeſs Chacma; and the faithleſs fair 
one, conceiving a favourable idea of my youth, 
and the little agreeableneſs with which nature 
had perhaps indulged me, drew a fatal com- 
, — between me and her huſband, * 
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ſult of which was not to his advantage, and 
at the ſame time ſeduced her into a paſſion for 
me, the moſt violent that could poſſibly be 
imagined. | 

One day, as we enjoyed the cooling gales 
in a grove near the palace, the princeſs made 
me an open declaration of the ſentiments of her 
heart; ſhe even proceeded farther, and earneſtl 
ſolicited me to ſatisfy her criminal deſires; I 
was ſo confounded at this unexpected confeſſi- 
on, that my face was covered with bluſhes, 
and I was deliberating what reply to make, 
when the princeſs, impatient to behold ſome 
evidence of my conformity to her paſſion, 
reſumed her diſcourſe in this manner; I have a 
mortal averſion for the magician my huſband, 
and am fully determined to end his days b 
poiſon; when I have accompliſhed this, I 
will gladly. reſign to you the throne of my 
fathers; and this ſcheme I intend to execute, 
the moment you accept of the heart 1 offer 
you. 

This propoſal appeared to me ſo unſpeak- 
ably infamous, that I even ſuſpected I was un- 
der ſome illuſion: Ah madam! ſaid I, what 
deſign is this you entertain? Is it poſſible you 
no longer remember what your - huſband has 
done for your ſake ? *Tis bur very lately that 
you received your liberty from him, and en- 
gaged yourſelt by nuptial vows to be faithful 
to his paſſion; he treats you with all the ten- 
dernels of a lover; his important ſervices, his 

untainted 


62 PERUVIAN TALES: 


untainted affection, and your indiſpenſible 
duty, plead aloud in his favour. Oh my 
prince ! replied ſhe, you are unacquainted with 
the exceſs of my paſſion; duty and gratitude 
make but weak oppoſitions to the fervours with 
which I adore you : permit me, therefore, to 
diſengage myſelf from a huſband J can no 
longer love, and conſent to be at once the ſo- 
vereign of the people, and the monarch of my 
heart. 


HOUR XxXXVIII. 


No, madam, interrupted I, *tis abſolutely 
impoſſible for me to approve ſuch a deſign, and 
you diſhonour me not a little, when you ſuſ- 
pect me capable of the leaſt inclination to that 
barbarity and injuſtice; I am a prince driven 
from my dominions, but notwithſtanding my 
misfortune, I can never think of riſing to a 
throne by criminal meaſures, .nor would 1 de- 
generate from the character that becomes a per- 
ſon of my rank, to gain even the empire of 
the world: but could I poſſibly accept our 
offers, you ſoon would have reaſon to tremble 
at the conſequence, for the very power with 
which you deſire to inveſt me, would be only 
employed by me in puniſhing you for your 
perfidy and ingratitude. Y 

The princeſs, whom my menaces and ſcorn 
had exceedingly enraged, was on the point of 
making me a reply, when ſhe was ſuddenly 
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alarmed by the ſteps of her huſband, who then 


advanced towards us: ſhe ſtood ſpeechleſs and 
onfuſed at this unexpected interruption ; and, 


for my. part, I was filled with indignation at 
what I had heard. As to the magician, he be- 


ame immediately convinced, that the emotions 
we diſcovered, were occaſioned by ſomething 
extraordinary that had paſſed between us. 
What is it that diſcompoſes you ſo much, 
madam, ſaid he to the princeſs ? I obſerve that 
you and the prince have ſomething peculiar in 
your looks ; is my preſence the occaſion of 
the diſorder you both diſcloſe ? That, my lord, 
is far from being the cauſe, replied the princeſs, 
and if I appear to you in any confuſion, you 
muſt aſcribe it to the moving ſolicitations made 
to me by the prince: a few moments ago, 
continued ſhe, he threw himſelf at my feet, 
and intreated me to prevail upon you to re- 
ſtore the queen of Hattun Rucana to his em- 
braces; he aſſured me, you had engaged your- 
ſelf by an oath, to accompliſh that pleaſing 
office, and he even promiſed me one of his 
Taliſmans, if I ſucceeded in the requeſt I was 
preparing to make you. 

I trembled and changed colour at the firſt 
words of this reply, but the concluſion almoſt 
drove me to diſtraction, and rendered me in- 
capable of uttering a word: the magician im- 
puted my ſilence to a motive very different 
from that which occaſion'd it; Prince, faid 
he, I am ſenſible of your ardent deſire to be 

united 
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united to the queen of Hattun Rucana, and 
promiſe you all the ſatisfaction you can aſk; 
this very day you ſhall fold her in your arms, 


and now let me know which of your two rings 


you intend to offer us. 

] was then reduced to a ſtrange ſituation ; 
for on the one hand, as I had no intention to 
part with either of my Taliſmans, ſo on the 
other I durſt not contradict the princeſs, for 
fear of being obliged to puniſh her weakneſs 
and inconſtancy; which if I had done, I ſhould 
have thought myſelf guilty of an unpardonable 
meanneſs of ſoul, and therefore in the per- 
plexity that hung upon me, I thought it beſt 
to continue ſilent. I likewiſe hoped that the 
magician, when he obſerved how much I was 
diſquieted, would not be ſo unreaſonable as 
the princeſs; and I could not help flattering 
myſelf, that when he reflected on my paſt 
ſervices, .and the ſolemn oath he had taken, 
he could not in juſtice and honour, demand 
from me a double recompence for the favour ! 
deſired him to grant me. 

But ah ! how much was I deceived in my 
ſurmiſes! for the traicor ſoon gave me reaſon 
to ſuſpect he acted in concert with his prefidi- 
ous wife: I perceive, ſaid he, you have not 
determined which of the Taliſmans will be moſt 
proper for you to keep, add therefore I allow 
you all the time you defire to fix your choice; 
but ſhould you begin to repent of your own 
offer, continued hg, I ſhall not be extremely 
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leaſed to ſee you impoſe on the princeſs ſo 
groſsly; and I ſwear by my head, that I will 
never undertake any thing in your favour, 


„ and MP 


n aſk ; 


ams, till I ſee her in poſſeſſion of one of your rings. 
RO The magician at the cloſe of this diſcourle, 
hat took the princeſs by the hand, and led her out 
tion toll” the grove, leaving me to reflect on the par- 


ticulars of what I had heard: I was then over- 
whelmed with melancholy, at the treacherous 
proceeding I had experienced; the tears flowed 
from my eyes without intermiſſion, and my 


on the 
ſs, for 
aknelſs 


ſhould 0 

onableldeſpair was on the point of forcing me to 
= o ſome fatal extremity againſt myſelf; but when 
hs oe" had indulged this dejection of ſoul for ſome 


hours, I conſidered, that all the ſorrows I 
ould poſſibly ſuſtain, would never cloſe the 
ſcene of my misfortunes; beſides, I thought 


jat the 
1 I was 


able 7 puſillanimous to be altogether averſe to 
7 onſolation, that I imagined the glory I had 
Ae acquired would be greatly impaired by ſuch a 
Lhe onduct; I am degenerating too much for a. 
nr anly fortitude, laid I to myſelf; the gods 


are the only diſpoſers of each event that awaits 
me; I am bleſſed with life by their bounty, 


f 9 and they have a right to reſume that gift when 
egi they pleaſe: if my preſent afflictions are con- 
gi ou? ſiſtent with their wiſe purpoſes, I can, at leaſt, 


believe they have not pre-ordained me to per- 

detual wretchedneſs; but, ſhould they ſuffer 
e to waſte the remainder of my days in the 
evereſt calamities, what prerogative have I to 
oppoſe their will? It would be more dutiful in 
me, 


be moſt 
] allow 
choice; 
Ur Own 
tremely 
pleaſed 
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me, to grow perſuaded they intend to recom- 
penſe me in this world or a better, for all 
the miſeries they are pleaſed to allot me, ſince 
juſtice is inſeparable from their diſpenſations 
to man. | evi 
As I found myſelf re- animated by theſe re- ine 
fleftions, I at laſt retired to my apartment tw 
in the palace, and was there employed in new WM cee 
meditations, when one of the domeſtics ap- ſtu 
pointed by the queen to attend me, came to BW ex; 
receive my commands; he was a perſon very ¶ ora 
ſincere: and compaſſionate in his diſpoſition, I the 
and as he beheld an air of melancholy in my WW twe 
countenance, he continued filent for ſome ¶ the 
time; but perceiving I was fo loſt in thought I tain 
as to be inſenſible of his preſence, Prince, faid' WM dep 
he, Iam as much affected by your inquietudes IM hay 
as yourſelf, and would willingly offer you all ¶ com 
the relief in my power; I have a natural incli- ¶ but 
nation to aſſiſt the untortunate, and intreat you ¶ only 
to acquaint me whether I can poſſibly be uſetul WM and 
to you in any particular. | I 
My worthy friend, replied I, it ſhould ſeem W and 
by what I am fated to ſuffer, that the gods ¶ whic 
have marked me out for the-moſt miſerable of ¶ was 
mortals; I have been expoſed to the rage of that 
envy from my early youth; the malice and many 
barbarity of my enemies, deprived me of a with 
father I tenderly loved; a tyrannical uſurper N arriv, 
diſpoſſeſſed me of my _— and ſince conſe 
that fatal period, 1 have ſuffered innumerable N viola 


calamities; an unſucceſsful .war reduced - meWyou n 
to 
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to captivity; and when my adverſaries intend- 
ed to devour me at a public feſtival, nothing 
but the miraculous aid I then received, could 
have accompliſhed-my preſervation: ſince that” 
event, I expoſed myſelf to the danger of leap- 
ing over a dreadful opening in the earth, 
twenty one cubits wide; and when I had ſuc- 
ceeded in that enterpriſe, I kill'd a giant of a 
ſtupendous ſize; but at the inſtant when E 
expected the recompence promiſed me by the- 
oracle of the gods, I was violently deprived of 
the princeſs, for whoſe ſake I engaged in the 
two laſt adventures, and who conſented to be 
the amiable reward of all the perils I had ſuſ- 
tained : I was. likewiſe precipitated into the 
depths of the ocean, and my death would then- 
have been inevitable, had not a ſuperior power- 
compaſſonately interpoſed for my deliverance ; 
but it ſeems I have eſcaped all theſe dangers, 
only to be expoſed to others more threatning 
and unſurmountable. 

My grief made me incapable of ſaying more, 
and could only expreſs itſelf in ſighs and tears, 
which ſo exceedingly affected Tacma, for that 
was the name of my ſymphathiſing friend, 
that he directed his diſcourſe to me in this 
manner; Prince, ſaid he, I was unacquainted 
with the misfortunes you ſuffered before your 
arrival in this country, and could be only 
conſcious of your difpleaſure at the magician's 
violation of his promiſe; perhaps, even now, 
you may be ignorant of the combination be- 
tween 
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tween him and the princeſs, to deprieve you 
of both your Taliſmans; but you may. believe 
me when I aſſure you, the fact is undeniable; 
they are ſenſible of your extraordinary affection 


for the queen of Hattun Rucana, and flatter | 


themſelves you will ſacrifice both the treaſures 
you poſſeſs, to obtain that princeſs; for which 
reaſon you may be certain, the magician will 
never afford you the aſſiſtance he formerly pro- 
miſed, unleſs you comply with the conditions 
I have mentioned. | 
Theſe words entirely diſcompoſed me anew, 
and my heart flained with indignation, at ſuch 
a diſhonourable proceeding; How! ſaid I, 
will they not be ſatisfied with one of my Taliſ- 
mans, but mult be ſo infatiable as to require 
both ! Such is their intention I aſſure you, 
replied Tacma; and if as yet they have only 
demanded one, it was becauſe they were un- 
willing to ſurpriſe you too ſuddenly, but you 
may reſt perſuaded they intend to poſſeſs the 
two rings. I am very ſenſible, interrupted 1, 
the generality of men are treacherous and 
unjuſt ; but am aſtoniſhed that envy can be 
capable of eſtabliſhing her empire in the heart 
of a princeſs, whoſe ambition, in my opinion, 


ſhould be ſufficiently ſatisfied with her delive- 


rance from captivity, and her exaltation to the 
throne of her anceſtors; nor am I leſs ſurpriſed, 
| that a magician, who poſſeſſes the lance of 
the prophet Huamachu, ſhould. envy me the 


_ enjoyment of a property ſo inferior in value 
to 
* 
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you to his own : Alas! continued I, why don't 
eve they by my death obtain theſe treaſures, 


ble; which they know I will never reſign but with 
ion my life! 

latter 

ſures HOUR XXXIX. 

vhich 

will Prince, replied Tacma, they would long 
pro- ago have had recourſe to that extremity, could 


tions they have imagined it advantageous to their 

| deſign ; but the magician is conſcious thoſe 
anew, Taliſmans would be diveſted of all their virtue, 
t ſuch WO were he to obtain them by the effuſion of blood, 
{aid I, IF or any act of violence whatever; and therefore 
Taliſ- he and the princeſs, hope a length of time 
equire ¶ will leſſen your reluctance to reſign them. 
you, We ſhall ſoon ſee, ſaid |, what the gods are 
e only I pleaſed to ordain in this conjuncture; for my 
ere un- part, I am fixed in my reſolution, to ſacrifice 


ut you ih my very lite for the ſervice of my deareſt queen, 
Teſs the W but my Talifmans are infinitely more precious 
pted . to me than the being I enjoy; beſides, it is 
us an 


Impoſſible for me to diſpoſe of them were 1 
can be ſo inclined, and therefore they ſhall never be 
he heart I transferred to another maſter, whilſt I have 
opinion, I breath to preſerve them; but I ſuppoſe the 
r delive- ¶ diſpleaſure they will entertain at my perſeve- 
n to che ¶ rance in this reſolution, will engage them in 
urpriſed, ſome attempt on my life, or my liberty, at 
lance of leaſt. | 8 

me the Hear me once more, prince, replied Tacma; 
in value I cannot perſuade myſelf they will ever form 


to any 
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any attempt againſt your life, or even caſt you fre 

into priſon; but your. greateſt misfortune is, ¶ fea 
that though they ſhould not reſolve on either ¶ pe 
of theſe exceſſes, your affairs will not be in a for 
better ſituation than they are at this time; and ¶ ac 
indeed, I am unable to foreſee any favourable ¶ the 
event of your deſires: I cannot poſſibly adviſe ¶ nor 
you to part with your Taliſmans, for I am ſen- | you 
ſible they are preferable to the monarchy of 
Two kingdoms, and muſt acknowledge the 
injuſtice both of the princeſs and the magici- 
an, .in demanding two ſuch ineſtimable gratui- 
ties, for a favoùr you have already, purchaſed 
with.ſuch important ſervices : in ſhort, Sir, I Imen 
can only counſel you to refer yourſelf to the 
gods, who are able to reſtore the queen of 
Hattun Rucana to your wiſhes, without the 
aid of a magician : the viſible protection they 
have fo frequently afforded you, is a favoura- 
ble earneſt of the aſſiſtance they deſign to grant 
you hereafter ; a man of virtue and honour, 
who truly fears and adores them, can never 
be the object of their averſion ; but they always 
fruſtrate the combinations of unjuſt perſons, 
and purſue the crimes of perjured mortals, 
with conſequences very different from their ex- 
pectations, 


Whilſt Tacma and myſelf were engaged er he 
in this diſcourſe, a perſon came to give me The 
notice, that the magicianydeſir'd to ſee 'me ; his m 
upon which I immediately went to his apart- Nin 
ment: at my arrival there, he did . riſe Jumb 

rom 


* 
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you from his ſeat to receive me as uſual, and every 
e is, feature in his countenance gloomed wirh fury. 
either Perfidious man! ſaid he, have you ſo ſoon 
in à forgotten our agreement for mutually aiding 
and i each other in our undertakings ! Is it poſſible 
Irable ¶ then, that neither my promiſes to ſuccour you, 
adviſe nor the honurable reception we have afforded 


n ſen- you in theſe dominions, ſnould be ſufficient to 
hy of {reſtrain you from injuring me in an inftance, 
ze the that, of all others, moſt affects my honour 
agicl- Wand repoſe | | | : 
Tratul- Wo My lord, ſaid I, with an undaunted tone of 
chaſed voice, I have been ſo far from ſuffering the agree- 
Sir, I ment you mention to ſlip out of my remem- 
to the Wbrance, that I have actually performed every 
een of Ncondition of it which was incumbent on me, 
ut the und only wait for the accompliſhment of your 
n they part; you muſt, therefore, permit me to tell 


voura- you, 1 am ſurpriſed at your reproach, and 
o grant Wannot be conſcious of any thing that might 
LONOUT, nduce you to fay, I have injured you in the 
n never 


anner you repreſent: Ungrateful traitor ! 


always eplied the magician, do you conſider your un- 
zerſons, worthy conduct to the princeſs my wife? But 
nortals, yhether you are pleaſed to remember it or not, 
heir ex · ¶ am determined to have the ſevereſt revenge 


or the outrage you have committed againſt 
er honour. 


engaged 


give me Tho' was far from being intimidated at 
lee ME his menace, yet I muſt confeſs the reflection 
s apait-Fith which he attacked me, ſtruck me 


not. riſe Yumb for ſome moments; but as I found it 
| rom | | 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary to give him a reply, My lord, ſaid I, the) 
appearances are ſometimes very deceiving, and Mpreſ 
we frequently hear of accuſations which are 
only founded on the malice of the defamer,Wreſt; 
Where are your informers, the witneſſes that 
will appear to prove the crime imputed to my bear 
conduct, or have you already. found their 
evidence deciſive? The princels herſelf is your 
accuſer, replied the magician, my injured wife 
reproaches you for your preſumption : do you 
imagine then, 1 can ſuſpect the truth of he 
complaint, and is a teſtimony like this liable 
to the leaſt objection ? efled 

At this diſcourſe I affected an air of aſtoniſh-MWf ſi 
ment; Great gods! ſaid I, with a loud excla-Morm, 


mation, am I accuſed by the princeſs ! Permit ) 
me then to aſk you, my lord, what opinion fo w 
you will entertain of ſuch a proceeding, ſhouldWold | 
I give you the moſt ſolemn aſſurance that I ne-Mxped 
ver made the leaſt attempt on the honour offer m 
your queen? Will her aſſertion alone be ſuffi urrou 
cient to determine your judgment? Ah villain!Morrow 
cried the magician, you add inſolence to guilt, Went | 
ſeize the traitor, continued hes and drag himÞreat 
to priſon, ondef 
This command was immediately” obeyed ew, 

and his officers hurried me to a deep andy int 
gloomy dungeon, where the cold earth was theſcenſe 
only bed they allowed me to repoſe on; and t [till } 
compleat the ſeverity of Yhis inhuman treatcaſed 
ment, my keepers were ordered to ſupply meisfort 


with food but once a Cay and the quantity 
= the V ox 
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they then brought me, was ſcarce ſufficient to 
preſerve me from ſtarving. 


I continued fifteen days in this miſerable 


reſtraint, without ſeeing any mortal but the 
goaler, and even he was commanded to for- 
bear all converſation with me, upon any ac- 


ount whatever, In this forlorn condition did 
frequently invoke death to relieve me, ſince 
ny ſufferings had now made life my averſion ; 


ſometimes I condemned the impatience I ex- 


prefſed, and endeavoured to fortify my ſoul 


againſt all the aſſaults of fortune; but when T 


eflefted on my dream in the palace of the king 
t ſilence, I was ready to relapſe into my 
ormer dejection; O deluſive viſion! faid J, 
ow haſt thou abuſed my credulity! Why was 
ſo weak as to credit what thou didit then un- 
old in my unhappy ſlumber! Are theſe the 
xpedients I was to obtain in the iſle of Puna, 
or my deliverance from the perplexities that 
rround me! But when I had indulged my 
orrows in this language, I began the next mo- 
nent to charge thele emotions with impiety z 
reat goddeſs ! ſaid I, who didſt graciouſly 
ondeſcend to maniteſt thy radiant form to my 
ew, I will never bekeve thou couldſt have 
ny intention to deceive me; I have certainly 
cenſed thee by ſome criminal behaviour, but 
ſtill hope, when my ſighs and tears have ap- 
caſed thee, thou wilt ſoften the rigour of my 
isfortunes. 


* 
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When I had lingered out fifteen days in my « 
riſon, Tacma, that worthy domeſtic, who t 
had ſerved me, fo faithfully, came to viſit mM e 
by the order of the magician and his queen. n 
The pale glare of the lamp which he held inf f. 
his hand, gave him a ſad view of my deplor. 
able condition. and he was ſo affected with 
what he beheld, that his eyes ſtreamed witt 
nerous tears. Unhappy prince! ſaid he 
with a ſigh, I am charged with a commiſſion 
that to my ſorrow will be diſagreeable to th: 
man I love! In our laſt converſation, I ſeemed 
to preſage the melancholy tidings of which | 
am now to be the meſſenger : you are com 
manded to reſign your Taliſmans, and throy 
yourſelf on the mercy of the princeſs, and i 
you refuſe the compliance they expect, you are 
doomed to die by the vile hands of an execu 
toner 3 but if you gratify the deſires of tho} the 
who have ſent me to viſit you in this dungeon to e 
| am commiſſioned to promiſe you your Iiber] the 
ty, and the aſſiſtance of the magician to deli} and 
ver. the queen of Hattun Rucana from he fice 
captivity. the 
As a melancholy filence was all my 'ep| 
to Tacma's diſcourſe ; My lord, ſaid he, whei 
was coming to this place, 1 had determine 
within myſelf to perſuade you to be flexible 
had to offer; but thewdiſmal ſtare to whic 
1 fee you reduced, has made me change m 
opinion, and if I have any influence over yo 
1 would employ ig all to gain your conſent 
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the propoſal you have heard: the weak condi- 


tion in which you now appear, fills me with 
greater apprehenſions than the menace of the 
magician, to cut you off by a ſnhameful death; 
for whatever his rage may prompt him to utter, 
I can never believe he will be guilty of ſuch 
monſtrous injuſtice : but tho' he ſhould not 
proceed to this extreme, what probability 1s 
there of your living any length of time in this 
diſmal priſon, where their cruelty allows you 
ſo little food to ſupport decaying nature ? Con- 
ſider, Sir, that before you enjoyed your Taliſ- 
mans, you thought yourſelf the happieſt of 
mankind, in the poſſeſſion of the queen of 
Hattun Rucana, and will the merit of that 
princeſs be now diminiſhed for the loſs of thoſe 
two rings? Believe me, prince, it is your in- 
tereſt to comply with the counſel I offer you in 
the anguiſh of my ſoul ; we ſhould endeavour 
to extricate ourſelves from calamity, as well as 
the circumſtances of our affairs will permit, 
and there can be no objection againſt the ſacri- 


fice of one member for the preſervation of 
the reſt. 


HOUR XI. 


Is it from you, then replied I, that this 
language flows, and can it be poſſible, that 
my dear and faithful Tacma ſhould offer me 
any advice ſo fatal to my welfare? No, con- 
tinued I, as as” as my preſent ſituation 

a 2 


may 


n 
— — 


entertain any hopes of ſeducing me to their in- b. 


the magician ſeems to intereſt himſelf in your 


How! faid I, will the traitor then refuſe me 
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may appear, I will never be ſo unmanly as to 
part with my Taliſmans; if I muſt die by 
the hands of a ſavage executioner, I am pre- 0! 
pared to meet my fate; or ſhould my tyrants * 
doom me to languiſn away my life in this : 
ghaſtly dungeon, I am determined to wait with 
patience, till death brings a final period to my e 
woes. You may, therefore, tell the princeſs * 
and her huſband, that it is in vain for them to * 


human purpoſe, and aſſure them, that if they I 1, 
continue to perſecute me in this inhoſpitable Fe 
manner, they will add injuſtice to treachery, WW |... 
which are two crimes the gods will ſooner or Wl jun 
later not fail to puniſh. Be 

Tacma withdrew when I had made this de- ¶ tere 
claration of my mind, but it was not long be- ¶ (...; 
fore I ſaw him return. Unfortunate prince 
ſaid he, when he approached me, calm the 
diſcontents of your ſoul, and forbear to waſte 
away your life in forrow-; I am now enabled 
to afford you ſome mitigation of your anxiety ; 


preſervation, and only commands you not to 
approach his perſon till you receive orders, to 
that effect: you have alſo his permiſſion to 


paſs your time in what place you pleaſe, pro- 
vided you no more appear in this capital: 


the aſſiſtance he promiſed, When he engaged 
me in his ſervice ? 
My 
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My lord, replied Tacma, you have no 
longer any reaſon to deſpair, for though the 
magician is not one who ſtrictly conforms him- 
ſelf to the rules of juſtice, yet I can aſſure you, 
he has not a heart of adamant; and the liberty 
vou now receive, is ſome proof of what I ad- 
vance. When I repreſented to him the melan- 
choly condition in which I found you, he was 
ſo touched with compaſſion, that he immedi- 
ately conſented to your enlargement; and [ 
believe the time may come, when ſome affect- 
ing ſenſe of your misfortunes, or a conſcious 
ſhame for the violation of his promiſe to re- 
lieve you, will incline him to make you a vo- 
luntary offer to conduct you to the iſle of Uxi. 
Be that, ſaid I, as the gods are pleaſed to de- 
termine, it has been my lot to paſs thro? ſuch a 
ſeries of misfortunes, as at lait has rendered 
them familiar to me; it is true, indeed, the cala- 
mities to which I may yet be deſtined, will in- 
creaſe the number of thoſe I have already 
ſuffered ; bur it is impoſſible for them to be 
more agonizing to my ſoul than the paſt. 

At the concluſion of this diſcourſe, I endea- 
voured to raile myſelf from the earth on which 
I lay, but my ſtrength was ſo impaired, that I 
could not move without the aſſiſtance of Tac- 
ma, who tendered me his hand and ſupported 
my weak ſteps: we then left the priſon and 
withdrew from the capital, but did not make 
any conſiderable remove, for the length and 
ſeverity of my confinement had ſo emaciated 


E 3 all 
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all my limbs, that I was not in a condition to 
undertake any long journey, and therefore 1 
found myſelf obliged to ſtop with my kind 
conductor, at a little cot, about thrice the 
diſtance of a bow-ſhot from the city. Tacma 
recommended me to the care of the maſter of 


that rural manſion, ,and after he had promiſed 


to inform me of all the tranſactions at court, 
which ſhould have any relation to my affairs, 
he gave me a friendly farewel, and returned 
to the capital. 

My health advanced but ſlowly, notwith- 
ſtanding all the advantages I then enjoyed of 
reſt and ſalutary food, joined with the oblig- 
ing care of my compaſſionate hoſt : ſuch in- 

uietudes of mind as I then ſuffered, con- 
verted all remedies -into poiſon; however, 
when I had paſſed eight days in this habitation, 
finding 
tired to a little wood near the cottage in which 
I lived, but was frequently obliged to ſtop in 
my way thither, to wear off the fatigue I re- 
ceived by that moderate exerciſe. When [1 
arrived at the thicket, I ſtretched myſelf on 
the ſhaded graſs, and began to fink into a 
pleaſing lumber ; but I had not enjoyed that 
refreſhment. many moments, before I was 
awakened by a noiſe, that ſeemed to be occaſi · 
oned by ſome neighbouring cauſe; at this 
alarm I ſtarted a little, and beheld with infi- 
nite aſtoniſhment a huge lioneſs, advancing 
towards me with a very mujeſtic pace. The 
aſpect 
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aſpect of this creature, and my confidence in 
the virtue I knew one of my Taliſmans exerted 
againſt all terreſtrial animals, prevented me 
from being affected with much conſternation 
at what I ſaw, for which reaſon I compoſed 
myſelf into my former poſture, with my head 
reſting on one of my hands; but all the tran- 
quillity I pretended to aſſume on this occaſion, 
did not ſecure me from ſome embarraſſment at 
a viſit I ſo little expected. 

I, however, ſoon recovered my uſual ſedate- 
neſs of mind, when LI had ſurveyed the lioneſs 
as ſhe ſtood by my fide ; for this creature did 
not diſcover any of the fierceneſs natural to 
animals of her ſpecies, and the reſpectful air 
with which ſhe made her approach, effectually 
convinced me I had nothing to fear; ſhe bowed 
down her head and affectionately licked my 
hands and feet, and when ſhe had finiſhed this 
inſtance of her affections, ſhe couched herſelf 
cloſe on my right ſide, at the ſame time pre- - 
ſenting me with her tears, and intimating by 
ſeveral ſigns, that ſhe bad furniſhed me with the 
means of recovering my ſtrength ; I heſitated 
whether I ſhould comply with her invitation 
or not, and the ſmall ſociety I till then ever 
had with thoſe creatures, made me decline her 
offers for ſome time; but at laſt I complied 
with the repeated inſtances of her benevolence, 
and the milk I then extracted from her dugs, 
regaled me with a flavour much more exquiſite 
than the food which nouriſhes mortals, had 
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ever afforded me: it was likewiſe ſucceeded by 
another circumſtance ſtill more extraordinary; 
for it not only reſtored me in an inſtant all the 
ſtrength I had loft, but has ever ſince preſerved 
me from the inconveniencies of hunger and 
thirſt; and as indefatigable as I have been from 
that time in the labours I have undertaken, 
and the long journies I have accompliſhed, | 
never needed the leaſt refreſhment of tood. 
When I became ſufficiently convinced of 
the ſurpriſing change which had operated up- 
on me, I offered my tribute of gratitude to 
the gods, with a full conviction that the 
aſſiſtance I received, was diſpenſed by their 
propitious hands. I then recollected all the 
paſt events of my life wherein J had experi- 
enced their protect ion, but when I meditated 
on the ungenerous artifice by which the prin- 
ceſs of Chacma endeavoured to deprive me of 
my Taliſmans, I could not reſtrain myſelf 
from ſome exclamations of reſentment. Ah 
perfidious woman! ſaid I, the gods will one 
day avenge me on your ingratitude and barba- 
ricy! At theſe words, the lioneſs aſſumed the 
furious air of thoſe animals; ſhe made the 
woods tremble with her tremendous roar, and 
glared upon me with eyes that darted ſparkles 
of flame; but when ſhe ſaw that I, inſtead of 
uttering a word to ſooth her, was ſeized with a 
rage equal to her own, ſhe ſuddenly ſprung up 
from the graſs on which ſhe had laid herſelt, 
and fled towards the capital, as ſwiftly as 
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if ſne had been aided by the wings of the 


wind. 
vas for ſome time unable to account for 

this ſudden emotion; but after a few reflecti- 
ons, I began to imagine that the lioneſs, hav- 
ing heard my complaints againſt the princeſs; 
had left me, with an intention to avenge my 
wrongs herſelf, I was not miſtaken in this 
ſurmiſe, and my beloved Tacma immediately 
came to acquaint me with what had happened 
in the palace. Ah prince! ſaid he, I am once 
more fated to inform you of new misfortunes |! 
The- miſerable death of the princeſs, fills me 
with mortal apprehenſions on your account: a 
raging lionels appeared a few moments ago 
in the great {quare, and all the people who 
beheld her, where half dead with horror; ſome 
ſhut themſelves in their houſes, and others fled 
from the capital: in the mean time, the ani- 
mal ſtalked with a furious air to the palace, 
and forced her way into the apartment where 
I then attended the queen; the dreadful beaft 
ſprung upon her in an inſtant, and is now 
devouring her dead body; for my part, con- 
tinued Tacma, I am perſuaded this event is 
an inſtance of divine vengeance; but can you 
think the magician will entertain the ſame 
opinion? He is now abſent, and will continue 
ſo tor ſome days; but I am very apprehenſive 
that when he returns, he will imagine you have 
been the author of this fatal tragedy : Ah! 
whither will you fly for refuge? In what ſoli- 
tude can you ſhrowd yourſelf from his rage? 
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Great gods! exclaimed I, will you always 
perſecute an unfortunate prince, and am J 
never to emerge out of one danger, but tobe 
- plunged into another! To what new diſaſter 
am 1 now reſerved ? The whole world can- 
not afford me one receſs, where I may be co- 
vered ſrom the magician's fury; he would find 
me out, though I were lodged in the bowels 
of the earth; you alone, O celeſtial beings, 
can guard me from his indignation, for you 
are truly omnipotent! Have you till now 
afforded me your protection, with no other 
deſign than to abandon me in my greateſt ne- 
ceſſity? Alas! I may even preſume to ſay, 
your own glory pleads, in ſome meaſure, for 
the ſuccours I implore; for how will your ora- 
cles be accompliſhed, ſhould you ſuffer me to 
periſh at this juncture ? 

The moment I had uttered theſe words, all 
the faculties of my ſoul ſeemed to be ſuſpend- 
ed, or I might rather be faid, to yield to 2 
kind of extaſy, which the gods diffuſed 
through all my vital powers, to inſpire me 
with proper ideas of the conduct I was to pur- 
ſue: my eyelids cloſed, and all my ſenſes 
no longer performed their natural functions. 
Whilſt I was under. the impreſſions of this 
trance, I beheld a viſionary form, whoſe aſpect 
diſcloſed all the lineaments I obierv'd in the 
countenance of the goddeſs, who appeared to 
me when I ſlumbered in the palace of the king 


of ſilence: this apparition approached me, and 
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at the ſame time, expreſſed herſelf to this 
effect; Prince, ſaid ſhe, is. it ignorance, or 
weakneſs; is it diſtruſt or any premeditat-d 
deſign that induces you to continue here, in 
this {tate of mourning and dejection? Why do 
you ſtay any longer in this doleful region, to 
walte away your youth in ſorrow and impati- 
ence? Ceaſe all your complaints and diſſatis- 
factions, and endeavour to bring your afflictive 
labours to a period. 

In this manner was I addreſied by the phan- 
tom, and notwithſtanding my confuſion at 
her reproaches, I made her the following reply; 
Great goddeſs! ſaid I, for ſurely I am now 
ſpeaking to a divinity, it is with much reluc- 
tance that I remain in this place ; but ſince 
ſo much generoſity and compaſſion ſhine in all 
your language, condeſcend to inform me 
how I may remove myſelf to the iſle of Uxi. 
Teach me, I intreat you, the happy means 
to deliver the queen of Hattun Rucana from 
her fad captivity. 


HOUR XII. 


What is this you requeſt ? replied the amia- 
ble form; have you already forgotten the offer 
made you by the king of {ilence, and is all the 
language you heard from me, the laſt night 

ou Numbered in the palace of that prince, 
bolt! in oblivion? The iſſe of Puna was to fur- 
nich you with expedients to diſengage you from 
E 6. your 


infa Tatts. 


your difficulties; but there is at preſent no 
neceſſity of having recourſe to the king of 
ſilence, for do you not wear a ring on your 
finger, which gives you an abſolute dominion 
over the birds? Why then do you not com- 
mand one of the tribe to wafr you over the 
ocean? You never will be in a condition to 
| preſent the queen of Hattun Rucana with the 

bleſſing of liberty, till you have obtained the 
lance of the prophet Huamachu; why then do 
you delay to ſcarch for a treaſure, you ought 
to wiſh tor with the greateſt ardour and impa- 
tience ? 

My foul was tortured with new pangs of 
ſorrow, when 1 heard ] was to reviſit the 
iſle of Puna, where I was apprehenſive of 
meeting the exaſperated magician ; I exerted 
however, all the reſolution 1 was able to ſum: 
mon to my aſſiſtance, and e:deavoured to 
riſe above the calamities that threatened me: 
Great goddeſs, ſaid I, it ſhall be my dutiful 
part to accompliſh your commands, but let 
me intreat you before you retire, to give me 
{ome information of the ſtate, to which the 
queen of Hattun Rucana is now doomed; 
does ſhe ſtill breathe the vital air of heaven, 
or has ſhe deſcended to the ſilent regions of 
the dead? Vouchſate to gratify my curioſity 
in this inſtance; for what can be concealed 
from the unclouded knowledge of the gods! 
Prince, replied the celeſtial appearance, the 
queen has been inflexible to all the ſolicitati- 
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ons of the ſovereign of Uxi ; the gods ſup- 
port her with their providential care, and tho' 
ſhe imagines you no longer among the living, 
ſhe continues to love you as tenderly as ever, 
refolving to die, rather than violate the fidelity 
ſhe promiſed you : her ſoul is intirely reſigned 
to grief, and ſhe bewails- your loſs without 
the leaſt intermiſſion : her blood is chilled with 
horror when Vllapantac approaches her, and 
ſhe chooſes to deprive herſelf of the chearful 
beams of the ſun, rather than behold the 
author of her misfortunes. As to any other 
particulars, purſued the goddels, the time 1s 
too precious to be waſted in relating them, and 
you will do well to improve the preient op- 
portunity in the moſt effectual manner; for 
all the anguiſh you can poſſibly indulge, will 
never ſoften the rigour of your adverſity. 
At the cloſe of theſe words, the favourable 
divinity diſappeared from my view ; but her 
language infuſed new fortitude through all my 
ſoul ; every pulſe began to play with its former 
vigour, and the raptures with which her bene- 
volent language had inſpired me, were fo livel 
and efficacious, that they ſoon awaked me from 
my trance: the moment I regained the uſe of 
my faculties, I fell proſtate on the earth, and 
breathed my gratitude to the gods in humble 
adorations, and when 1 had performed that 
act of devotion, 1 uttered aloud this fervent 
invocation: O ye fwinged tribes, ſaid I, who 
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to the enchanted turquoiſe ! I greatly need 
ſome friendly aſſiſtance, to convey me to the 
iſland of Puna. 

I had ſcarce uttered theſe expreſſions, when 
-a Chariot drawn by two birds of a prodigious 
ſize, deſcended on the earth; I then gave the 
laſt farewel to Tacma, and thanked him for 
all the ſervices he had ſo generouſly rendered 
me: when I had thus acquitted myſelf, I aſ. 
cended the chariot, and gave the birds a ſignal 
for flight, at which they immediately roſe on 
the wing, and drew me through a valt ex- 
panſe of air; but when J at laſt beheld the 
iſle of Puna below me, I checked the reins, 
and the birds directed their flight to the earth ; 
I then deſcended from the chariot, and com- 
manded the winged animals to follow me; [ 
tound myſelf in a very ſpacious plain, in the 
middle of which I diſcovered a conſiderable 
cluſter of rural cots, and beyond them, a large 
and ſplended pile, which I ſuppoſed was the 
palace where the monarch of the iſland reſided. 

I was exceedingly delighted to find the coun- 
try inhabited, and directed my ſteps to the 
buildings I ſaw before me.; but I was loſt in 
aſtoniſhment when I obſerved at my arrival, 
that the people I expected to ſee were only ſo 
.many ſtatues of ſtone ; the ſtreets were filled 
with numbers of thele figures, who appeared 
in a walking poſture; others ſeemed to be 
drawing water from deep wells; ſome carried 
piles of wood on their ſhoulders ; in other 
6 places 
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places I ſaw the forms of young children, whoſe 
ſeveral actions imitated the innocent play pecu- 
liar to that age. 

My ſurpriſe at ſuch a miraculous fight was 
almoſt inconceivable, and tho* my curioſity 
led me into ſeveral of the houſes, the ſame in- 
animate ſcene ſtill roſe before me; I beheld 
innumerable ſhapes of petrified men, and wo- 
men, and children. In ſome apartments the 
figures were diſpoſed round a table, as if they 

ere regaling themſelves with a collation, and 
here all the attitudes of ſuch an entertain- 
ent were exhibited in the greateſt perfection; 
n other rooms I beheld women holdiag young 
nfants at their breaſts, and different chambers 
reſented 'me with the appearance of ſeveral 
erſons extended on beds in the ſeeming en- 
oyment of ſoft ſlumber. In a word, ſo infi- 
ite was the variety of this ſpectacle, that eve 
occupation of life was repreſented in all its 
atural exactneſs; my eyes were never ſatiated 
mth ſurveying this amazing group of ſtatues; 
heir extraordinary number, their engaging 
beauty, and their diverſified forms of action, 
ere ſo many prodigies that aſtoniſhed me be- 
ond expreſſion; Is this, ſaid I, any particu- 
ar ſpecies of mankind, or may I call it the 
anton play of nature? Is it not rather the 
atal mark of ſome magician's vengeance, or 
718 properly the ſad monument of divine 
WtICE ! 


When 


88 PzRUVIAN TALES. 


When I had ſufficiently purſued my diſco- 
veries in ſeveral of the houſes, I had an incli- 
nation to viſit the great building that roſe 
above the reſt ; but before I could arrive there, 
it was neceſſary for me to paſs through a vaſt 
court guarded by twelve lions ; the confidence 
I repoſed in the Taliſman I had received from 
the queen of ſilence, ſecured me from any ap- 
prehenſions of thoſe ſavage animals, whol: 
eyes ſeemed kindled into flame: however | 
drew my ſabre, and advanced towards them with 
a ſedate pace; but the lions inſtead of oppo- 
ſing me with their paws and fangs, withdrew to 
a conſiderable diſtance with their tails ſweep: 
ing the ground, and by a variety of humble 
blandiſhments made me ſenſible they had not 
any intention to prejudice my perſon. Two 
of theſe animals who were leſs intimidated than 
the reſt, or rather more tame and tractable, 
walked up to me with a ſubmiſſive air, and 
tendered me all the careſſes their dumb civil 
ties could expreſs; after which I continued my 
progrels to the palace. 

The gates were wide open, and I entered 
with a mind agitated by various thoughts ; the 
ſame lifeleſs appearance which I beheld in the 
leſſer habitations was continued here; my eyes 
wandered over innumerable human forms 1n 
marble that ſtood before me, and the magni- 
ficence of the apartments as much ſurpriſed me 
as the other appearances ; the walls in ſome 
were covered with plates of gold, ſo artificially 
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joined together, that they ſeemed to be one en- 
tire maſs of that metal; in other chambers a 

rofuſion of ſilver plates produced the ſame 
effect: the cornices flamed with turquoiſes and 
emeralds, and all the variety of precious gems; 
the walls were bordered with ſhining ſeats of 
ſilver, covered with the ſkins of bears and 
tigers; but my aſtoniſhment was raiſed to the 
higheſt pitch at the ſplendor of a large hall, 
where all the moſt precious curioſities in nature 
ſeemed to be collected: the golden covering 
of the walls was hardly viſible, and theſe ar 
little diſtances were hollowed into niches, 
filled with the figures of men or animals. 
Round the lower part of the walls were ranged 
ſeveral trees formed of precious ſtones, blended 
with a gay diverſity of rich colours, and fo 
diſpoſed as to affect the eye with a perfect imi- 
tation of nature. At one end of the hall ap- 
peared a peviiiiun of ſilver raiſed over a bed of 
the ſame net, and covered with ſkins of a 
ſurpriſing whicenes, on which I ſaw an amia- 
ble youth any a lady in all the charms of 
blooming beauty ; they were ſeated upright, 
and appeared under the impreſſion of a ſtrange 
conſternation : at a diſtance I imagined them 
to be living forms, but upon a near approach 
| perceived they were petrificd like the reſt of 
the figures I had beheld. 

I had a view through the palace of a vaſt 
garden, ſurrounded with high walls, and upon 
my deſcending into it, I found it had been 

greatly 
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90 
greatly neglected for many years; the weeds 
ſprung up in every part, and the walks were 
ſcarce diſtinguiſhable from any other 1mprove- 
ment into which the garden had been origi- 
nally diſpoſed : I took notice, however, by a 
prodigious growth in flowers which covered 
one half of the garden, that this part had been 
laid out in a parterre ; the other diviſion was 
formed into an orchard, where the beautiful 
ſymmetry in which the trees roſe preſent- 
ed the eye with the fineſt proſpect imagina- 
ble; the fruit with which the branches were 
loaded invited me to taſte them, and when J 
had gathered ſome from different trees, I found 
their flavour very excellent. Two fountains 
divided themſelves into various rills, watered 
the garden, and furniſhed me with abundance 
of pleaſure. 


HOUR XIII. 


I had at laſt viſited every apartment in the 
palace except one, into which I had not en- 
tered becauſe the door was faſtened, I ſaw in- 


deed a lock, to which the head of a living 


leopard performed the office of a key; but! 
was in ſome heſitation whether I ought, in 
prudence, to venture into that apartment; and 
thoꝰ my curiolity exceedingly prompted me to 
diſcover what it contained, 1 had reſolution 
enough, however, to get che better of that 
inclination ; beſides night came on apace, . 
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weeds Inade me determine not to open the door, I 
s were etired therefore into another chamber and 
prove- Wtretched myſelf on one of the ſeats, where I 
origi - ajoyed a very agreeable repoſe. 

„ by a MW When the dawn began to break, my ſlumber 
overed reſented me with a new dream; the ſame fe- 


d been nale form, or more properly the goddeſs who 
on was Wppeared to me in my midnight ſleep in the 
autiful {palace of the king of ſilence, and ſince that 


reſent- In the confines of Chacma, ſtood before me a 


1agina- Nhird time, but the former ſerenity of her aſ- 
2s were ect ſeemed diſcompoſed by ſome inquietude 
when I Wouac, ſaid ſhe, what doſt thou wait for now? 
found {iſe immediately, and open the door of the 


untains 
vate red 


ndance 


partment thou foundeſt locked; thou wilt ſee 
pon a table in the firſt chamber, the lance of 
he prophet Huamachu ; ſeize it that inſtant, 
nd begone without loſing a moment's time; 
only remember to ſtrike every ſtone figure in 
he palace, the leſſer habitations, and the ſtreets, 
vith that lance. When thou haſt paid this obe- 
lence to my orders, let thy next care be to 
ind the queen of Hattun Rucana, Yllapan- 
ic will be unable to offer thee any injury, 
nd tho* he were ſurround&d with fifty thou- 
and magicians, thou ſhalt humble al their 
ower. 

My ſlumber left me the moment the god- 
lels diſappeared, and my mind was wrought 
nto ſuch ſtrong impreſſions by the viſion I had 
ten, that I thought it reaſonable to conſider 
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I formerly had, and therefore began to preſage 
the event would be favourable to my wiſhes, 
then, with the greateſt impatience, haſtened 
to the apartment that was ſhut up, and had 
no ſooner ſtretched my hand to the lock, than 
the head of the leopard vaniſhed from my 
ſight, and the door flew open; I ſprung with 
one leap, to the lance of the prophet Huama- 
chu, and graſped it in my hand, and in my 
return through the ſeveral apartments of the 
palace, I gently ſtruck all the ſtone figures, and 
they ſtarted into life the ſame moment, 
Whilſt I was reſtoring new animation to 
ſuch a multitude of unhappy perſons, the ma 
gician who had eſpouſed the princeſs of Chacma, 
was engaged in a very different operation 
he infuled life, as well as myſelf, into ſevera 
of the ſtatues; but his intention was to give 
them more effectual death than they had fut- 
fered in their petrified ſlate; when I came int 
the hall where the prince and princeſs fat, ! 
rceived he had ſtrangled them with the 
greateſt barbarity. The wretch tremble 
when he beheld me, and I was not a little ant 
mated at this diſcovery of his fear: Whoeve 
thou art, O inhuman murderer! ſaid I, ceale 
thy pernicious cruelty, or thou ſhall immedi- 
ately experience to thy coſt, what power at 
tends the lance of the prophet Huamachu. 
The magician diſregarded the menace ! 
uttered, and in an inſtant aſſumed the for 


of a furious lion: he ſhook the palace with his 
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war, he glared upon me with eyes that ſparkled 
zith rage, and advanced towards me with an 
ntention to rend me with his ciaws : for my 
art, I was not very ſolicitous to throw myſelf 
nto a poſture of defence. The virtue of the 
chanted lance, and the ring I had received 
rom the ſiſter of the king of filence, made 
im incapable of approaching me within the 
liſtance of two cubits. At this repulſe he 
hecame deſperate, and transformed himſelf 
ito a bird of a ſtupendous ſize, but with as 
tle effect: when he found all his endeavours 
0 ſpring upon me were ineffectual, he diſap- 
xeared for a few moments, and in the mean 
me the earth opened a dreadful gulph before 
e, out of which a burning dragon aſcended, 
nd filled all the apartment with flames. 
itherto I had not ſuffered any extraordinary 
motion, but had beheld the two firſt trans- 
Irmations of the magician with indifference ; 
or was-I incommoded with the fire that burſt 
om the dragon's mouth, but then I was ap- 
rehenſive leſt he ſhould burn the palace, and 
herefore reſolved to aſſault the monſter, with- 
ut loſing a moment's time; I darted my lance. 
t his body, and at the fame inſtant the flame 
as immediately extinguiſhed; the dragon 
came inviſible, or rather the magician re- 
umed his natural form, and lay extended 
the earth without life, and half conſumed 
ta his own fires, 


When 
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When the combat was thus finiſhed by ti V 
death of this barbarian, I attempted to reviy 
the prince and princeſs, but, alas! the lan body 
of the prophet Huamachu touched them i 
vain, their eyes were already cloſed with eter ring 
nal ſleep, and their ſouls had taken a ſad flig they 
to the regions of the dead. I was exceeding cy 
afflicted at their fate, for I was entirely ignoffÞ nd 
rant why they were puniſhed with ſo much Heir 
Verity. thou 

When I was convinced all my endeavou 
to revive them would be unavailing, I paſſe 
into the other apartments, where ſeveral com 
paſſionate offices remained to be performe 
by my miniſtration; I reſtored to life all th 
ſtatues I ſaw, and then viſited the leſſer man 
ſions with the ſame ſucceſs ; I repeopled eve 
Ws as faſt as poſſible, and proceeded fro: 

ouſe to houſe with great precipitation, IM yyhen 
any other magician ſhould appear and interruſſ mort. 
MY work. ; ; paſſic 

In the mean time, all the inhabitants I haſj;,,.. 
thus revived, gathered round me in great num rnhe 
bers: but their aſtoniſhment at the ſuddeſ vas 
change they experienced, and their veneratioF,, 
for me were ſo great, that they were unab 
to utter a word to expreſs their gratitude fe 
what I had performed ; they all followed 
in ſilence, but when I touched any ſtatue in 
life, they expreſſed their admiration by a loi to no 
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When I had compleated the taſk aſſigned 
me, and began to recover breath, the whole 
body of the people proclaimed my applauſe with 
one voice, and were never weary with implo- 
ring the bleſſings of heaven on my future days; 
they crowded upon me to tender their careſſes, 
they embraced my knees, they kiſſed my hands, 
and the border of my cincture; in a word, 
their joy was univerſal on this occaſion; Be 
thou a god, cried they, or a mortal, we will 
ever honour thee for the future, as a divinity ; 
our childrens children ſhall tranſmit through 
all ages, our grateful ſenſe of the obligations 
we have received from thy goodneſs ; and for 
our parts, we will yearly teſtify our acknow- 
ledgments, by the feſtivals we intend to cele- 
brate to thy glory 

My friends, replied I, you may believe me 
when J aſſure you, I am no divinity, but a 
mortal like yourſelves; the gods, in com- 
paſſion to your miſerable ſtate, ſent me to de- 
Iiver you in the manner I have accompliſhed. 
The ſucceſs which has attended my endeavours, 
was Owing to their aſſiſtance, and therefore 
you ought to offer up the tribute of your gra- 
titude to thoſe celeſtial beings, and thank the 
great authors of this benevolent event; I have 
only been the executor of their commands, 
and therefore your vows ought to be addreſſed 
to none but them ; let your devotion then be 
ignalized by your ſacrifices to thoſe divine 
benefators, 

We 
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We ſhall not neglect, ſaid ſome of the prin- 
cipal perſons among them, to thank the god; 
for the benefits they have afforded us; but, 
my lord, continued they, if you be not a god 
yourſelf, what happy accident has conducted 
you to this iſland? How were you able to eſ. 
cape the rage of the lions, who guard the en- 
trance into the palace? In what manner did 
you obtain the lance of the prophet Huama- 
chu? - Theſe are circumſtances above the 
power of human abilities to accompliſh. 

I ſatisfied their curioſity in every particular, 
and when I had finiſhed my relation, I noy 
deſire you, ſaid I, in your turn, to inform me 
by what means your ſovereign and yourſelves, 
have been transformed- into ſtatues of ſtone; 
My lord, replied one who made the beſt ap- 
pearance in the aſſembly, we can eaſily give 
you the ſatisfaction you expect; and when he 
obſerved that I liſtened to him with attention, 
he related the particulars in theſe terms. 


HOUR XLIII. 


My lord, ſaid he, the ſovereignty of this 
iſland has, for ſeveral ages, been enjoyed by 
two families, who by a bold ſacrilege had 
taken the lance of the prophet Huamachu out 


96 


of the temple of the great Rimac ; but, as this! 


treaſure was incapable of being divided, it was 
agreed that both the ſovereignty and the lance, 


ſhould be alternately poſſeſſed by the eldeſt 
branch 
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branch of each family. This regulation has 
always been religiouſly obſerved, till this magi- 
cian you have vanquiſhed aſcended the throne; 
his reign has been of a long continuance, - 
and about five years ago, ſeeing himſelf deſti- 
tute of male iſſue, he gave his only daughter 
in marriage to the prince Who was to ſucceed 
him on the throne, and, in conſideration of 
this alliance, transferred the ſovereign power 
to the young prince, only reſerving to himſelf 
the entire poſſeſſion of the inchanted Jance, 
during the remainder of his life. 

The new monarch was not contented with 
the advantageous fortune to which he had been 


raiſed, and the remembrance of his being diſ- 


poſſeſſed of the lance, was a ſharp thorn which 
continually penetrated to his heart, and urged 
him to form ſeveral ſchemes to make himſelf 
maſter of ſuch a treaſure : he at firſt praiſed 
every artifice he could invent, but without any 
ſucceſs ; ſo that at laſt, he determined to have 
recourſeto violence; in conſequence of which, 
he reſolved one night to aſſaſſinate the old 
magician in his bed, and the conſpirators came 
into his apartment with that intention, but 
the noiſe they made when they opened the door, 
rouſed him from his lumber, and gave him 
time to ſeize the lance, which rendered him 
nvulnerable. This did not prevent them from 
aſſaulting him with all their force, for it is 
the fatality of ſome people, to ſuffer themſelves 
to be hurried to a precipice by their inordinate 

Vor, II. Welt paſſions; 
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paſſions; they flatter themſelves they ſhall + 
meet with no oppoſition, equal to the impet off 
oſity of their deſires; but thoſe conſpiraton 3 
were immediately ſenſible of their illuſion, fo n 
the magician transformed them with his lance : 5 
into ſtatues of ſtones, and only exempted on the 
from that fate, that he might learn who wer '* 
the accomplices in his crime. This Perl - 
. unhappily charged our young prince with tli 90 
conſpiracy, and likewiſe gave the magiciant * 
underſtand, that the princeſs, and the mo \ 
conſiderable perſons among the people wer wy 
- aſſociated in the confederacy againſt him; whe » 4s 
he had received this information, he immed frier 
ately reſolved on vengeance, and as he thought — 
it inſufficient to puniſh none but the guilty chin 
he involved the innocent in the fatal effects d — 
his indignation, and changed the prince with 17 18 
all his ſubjects, into forms of ſtone. Th * 
- magician, continued the perſon who acquain * 
ed me with theſe particulars, was ſenſibl 8 
without doubt, that ſome perſon had poſſeſſq |. 
- himſelf of the prophet's lance, and was appr mo 
henſive, leſt the new proprietor of this treaſuſſi net 
. ſhould. reſtore our prince to life, and re: eſti "ws 
* -bliſh. him in the ſovereignty of this iſle, aF fore 
therefore practiſed all his incantations to fru 0 7 
- trate that deſign; and to our misfortune, hz — 
been too ſucceſsful in his intentions. ch ef 
When I had received all the information N 
-defired, the elders of the aſſembly approach my 


me, and very reſpectfully addreſſed themſeie 
5 


ey hal 
Impetu: 
ſpiraton 
ſion, for 
115 lance 
pted Ons 
ho wen 
8 perſon 
with thi 
&IClant 
he molt 
ple wet 
nz when 
immed 
thought 
e guilt) 
effects 0 
nce with 
A, 
cquaint 
ſenſibk 
poſſeſſ 
is appre 
treaſun 
re-elta 
fle, anc 
to frul 
ine, be 


mation 
YJroache 
emfelve 


' 


PERUVIAN TAL IS. 99 


to me in theſe terms; My lord, ſaid they, we 
cannot expreſs our gratitude to you in a more 
effectual manner, than by intreating you to 
accept of the ſovereignty of this iſland. The 
prince who lately ſwayed the ſcepter, is now 
no more; the magician himſelf is dead, and 
the throne is become vacant ; we all implore 
you to aſcend it, and reign over a grateful 
people; we entirely reſign ourſelves to your 
government, and promiſe a perpetual obedi- 
ence to all your commands. 

When I had heard this propoſal I roſe from 
my ſeat, and ſtood before them, leaning on 
the lance of the prophet Huamachua, , My 
friends, ſaid I, as your throne is now vacant, 
you are in full liberty to diſpoſe of it as you 
think fit, and if you are deſizous of a monarch, 
you mult elect him from your own tribes, for 
it is impoſſible I ſhould accept of the offer you 
have made me; the gods reſerve me for ano- 
ther throne, very diſtant - from this iſland, 
and I am under an indiſpenſible obligation to 
leave you, that I may render obedience. to the 
command of thoſe ſupreme powers, who call 
me to other regions of the earth ; from this mo- 
ment therefore, -I muſt be ſeparated from you 


for ever; I have only one duty to recommend 


to your obſeryation; let.it be your conſtant 


care to fear the gods, and remember they are 


the ſpectators of all your actions. 
All the people expreſſed much reluctance at 
my reſolution, to leave them; they renewed 
l 4 Ee | their 
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their importunities and melted. into tears; ſo 
that to diſengage myſelf from their unavailing 
ſolicitations, I was obliged to give a ſignal to 
the birds who brought me to that iſland ; ! 
aſcended the chariot, and ordered my conduc. 
tors to waft me to the iſle of Uxi, where I ar. 
rived this day; I immediately proceeded to thz 
palace of YIlapantac, and transformed all his 
officers and domeſtics into dogs; after which 
I compelled Vllapantac himſelf, to tell me in 
what place. he had ſecluded you from the 
world, and I aſſured him that the treatment 
he was to expect from me ſhould correſpond 
with his conduct to you in your captivity. 

At theſe words the prince of the iſle of Uxi, 
caſt himſelf at the feet of prince Houac; My 
lord, ſaid he, if your heart can be touched 
with the ſincere repentance I expreſs for my 
crime, you will condeſcend to pardon the in. 
jury I have offered you; I was afflicted at the 
death of my brother, and the charms of the 
queen of Hattun Rucana had entirely capt: 
vated my heart; I am therefore ſufficiently 
puniſhed by the fate which compels me to re- 
ſign her to your arms, 

Wretch as thou art, replied the prince, for 
bear to flatter thyſelf with vain hopes, and d 
not imagine I can ever be prevailed upon tt 
forgive thee, ſince thy crimes are too malig 
nant to be committed with impunity : hadi 
thou only offended me I might poſſibly have 
treated thee with ſome compaſſion, but =" 
, " a 
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haſt had the preſumption to injure the queen, 
and haſt ſolicitted her to comply with thy in- 
famous deſires; thou alone àt the cauſe of 
the cruel inquietudes in which ſhe paſſed ſo 
many of her days, ſince thou haſt ſeparated us 
from each other; and the grief with which thy 
inhuman treatment has overwhelmed her, 
would have ſoon laid her in the grave, had not 
the gods made me the happy inſtrument of her 
preſervation, And now, madam, continued 
he, be it your part to name what puniſhment 
| ſhall inflict on this barbarous offender. 
Prince, replied thequeen, the gods are always 
favourable to thoſe who acknowledge their 
crimes, and it is truly glorious to imitate ſuch 
an amiable example. Let this unhappy man 
live to confeſs there is a ſuperior power which 
extends its protection to virtue, and fruſtrates 
the deſigns of the wicked; and as he has had 
the moderation not to treat me with any vio- 
lence ſince I have been in his power, I become 
a ſupplicant both for his liberty and his re-eſta- 
bliſhment on his throne. Madam, replied the 
prince, his life is ſafe the moment you conde- 
ſcend to be his interceſſor, and I am willing to 
allow. him the ſovereignty of this iſland, with- 


out inſiſting on my prerogative to diſpoſe of it 
as I ſhould think fit; but I command him ne- 
ver to ſet a foot in your dominions, and to be 
certain of his obedience I intend to deprive him 


of his wings. 


F 3 Ah, 


12 PErxvuvian Tatts. 
Ah, my lord! interrupted Yllapantac, do 
not afffict me with a misfortune that will prove 
ſo unſupportabke to my ſoul ! Let me not be 
once more the ſcorn of the earth, and the un- 
happy ſport of fortune ; diveſt me rather of the 
ſovereignty of this iſland,” and I will retire to 
fuch a remote diſtance that you ſhall never 
Rear me mentioned any more; or if that will 
not ſatisfy your reſentment, deprive me of the 
life I enjoy, for I had much rather die than 
Alt my ſubjects with horror, and behold my- 
ſelf a ſhameful blemiſh to my family. 
Thy language, replied the prince, has raiſed 
my curioſity; is it poſſible then, that the ad- 
vantage thou deriveſt from thy wings ſhould 
Be ſo confiderable, as to induce thee to prefer 
them to the poſſeſſion of this iſland, and even 
life itſelf ? - N 
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Tes, my lord, replied Yllapantac, my 
wings are more precious to me than the vital 
air I breathe, and you would entertain the 
ſame opinion were I to acquaint you with ſome , Ot 
adventures that have happened to me; but the N. the. 
relation may poſſibly be too long, becauſe 1 
- ſhall be obliged to mention ſeveral circumſtan- 
ces of my father's life; beſides, this place 1s 
not ſufficiently commodious and the queen as 
well as yourſelf may need ſome refreſhments; 


let us adjourn ourſelves to the palace then, = na fe 
| the 
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he prince, and thou ſhalt entertain us with the 


the iftory of thy life, whilſt we are taking ſome 
L me uſtenance; I am obedient” to all your com- 
he un- (122ds, replied Yllapantac, arid permit me to 


ure you, that 1 Hall relate the moſt extra- 


f the . * ! e 
_ ordinary adventures that can poſſibly be con- 


tire to (ride bn Do lives LO £1 

never eived by any imagination. : 

u will Prince Houac then addreſſing hi mſelf to the 
of the ucen, Bleſſed be the gods, ſaid he, for all the 
+ than onderful events they have ſo graciouſly ac- 
Id my- ompliſhed in our favour.” You may now, 


adam, prepare to re-viſit your dominions, 


a here your preſence will be the general feli- 
2 ity of re and where we ſhall then 
Gould alte all the ſweets of a tender union, after the 
prefer Dany calamities with which we have been ſo 
6 F even Nong afflicted; but let us firſt take ſome re- 


reſhments in the palace, where Ylapantac 
all entertain us with the hiſtory of his ad- 
entures, I have the ſame curioſity as you, 
eplied the queen, riſing from her ſeat, to 
ear the particulars the ptince of Uxi has pro- 
iſed to felate: prince Houac then prefented 
is hand to the beauteous queen, and led her 
but of the grotto, after which they proceeded 
n their way to the palace, ' ' 
When they arrived there, prince Houac touch- 
d all the officers and domeſtics with his lance, 
ind they immediately appeared in their natural 
16en a etms. Yllapantac then conducted the two 
8 lluſtrious lovers into a magnificent hall, where 
en, ſaid in a few moments a table was covered with a 
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variety of exquiſite delicacies. When they WM b. 
had all ſeated themſelves, the queen addreſied p 
her diſcourſe to the prince of the iſle of Uxi;M ;. 
We have but a very ſhort time, ſaid ſhe, to h. 
continue in this place, and I would willingly c 
have it employed in gratifying the curioſity an 
you have raiſed in me, to hear the hiſtory of M ch 

your life; I am ſenſible by what you have al. pe 
ready intimated, that the events of it muſt be gc 
very extraordinary, and am fully perſuaded i he 
that the wings with which you are accommo- 
dated, will be no inconſiderable circumſtance W yi 
in your adventures; I therefore make it my 
xequelt to you, that you will now entertain us 
Wi h the relation. 


The His Tory of the PRINCE of the iſle 

PWT of Ux 1. | 
Y Llapantac was obedient to tle. queen's 
deſires, and to gratify the curioſity ſhe 
had expreſſed, began the hiſtory of his life in 
this manner: I muſt inform you, madam, ſaid 
he, that my father reigned many years ig, this 
iſland, and was privileged by the gods to live 
two compleat ages; he deſcended by his mo- 
ther from the line of the prophets, and from 
that illuſtrious birth, derived the extraordinary 
power he enjoyed; he paſſed many years with- 
out entertaining any thoughts of *. 
* ut 
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but whether his diſinclination to that ſtate 
proceeded from his indifference to the amiable 
ſex, or from any apprehenſion of engaging 
himſelf too ſoon into the cares of a family, 1 
cannot take upon me to declare; bur he lived 
an age and an half before he determined to 
chooſe a conſort, from whom he might ex- 
pect an heir to inherit the ſovereignty of his 
dominions, and the peculiar powers with which 
he was inveſted. 

One day, when he was entertaining himſelf 
with the innocent delights of the country, he 
happened to caſt his eyes on the daughter of one 
of his vaſſals, and ſhe had the good fortune to 
appcar ſo lovely and engaging to her ſovereign, 
that he immediately became paſſionately ena- 
moured of her charms. At firſt, indeed, the 
great diſproportion in their births made him 
endeavour for ſome time, to extinguiſh the 
kindling flame in his breaſt, but when he found 
all his efforts ineffectual, he at laſt determined 
to demand the young virgin of her father in 
marriage, and it may beeaſily imagined, he ob- 
tained her without any difficulty; her father was 
tranſported with joy, to behold his prince fo 
deſirous of eſpouſing adaughter whom he would 
have thought ſufficiently honoured with the 
quality of his miſtreſs: the nuptials were ce- 
lebrated with all the folernnity ſuitable to ſuch 
an occaſion, and before the expiration of the 
firſt year, Yilqui, for that was the name of 
my mother-in-law, gave birth to. that giant, 


F 5 whom 
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whom prince Houac, madam, deſtroyed in 
your territories, 
. _ Yllqui, being thus happy in a marriage 
which redounded ſo much to her honour, and 
thinking herſelf ſtill more fortunate in the ten- 
der quality of a parent, enjoyed all the felicity 
me could poſſibly deſire. When fortune, 
who frequently delights to perſecute thoſe who 
ought to be leaſt obnoxious to her capricions 
inconſtancy, formed a fatal reſolution to inter- 
'rupt the ſoft tranquillity and conjugal ſatisfacti- 
ons in which VIIqui paſſed her happy days. 
A young officer, whom my father had placed 
near her perſon, to tender her the ſervices of 
aà domeſtic, became unfortunately captivated 
with the charms of his ſovereign : love ſoon 
inflamed his heart with criminal deſires, and 
made him reſolute to gratify them whatever 
might be the event | 
- Armaca, for that was the young officer 
name, was not ſo ſtupid as to flatter himſelf 
with any poſſibility of pleafing the princels; 
He knew her virtue was too impregnable, and 
the idea of her duty too perfect to authorize 
any hopes of her conformity to his deſires: 
artifice was the only expedient from whence 
he could derive any probability of ſucceſs, and 
he accordingly determined to ſurpriſe her 
ſome night, when the abſence of my father 
would be favourable to his intentions. 
All his thoughts being thus devoted to bi 
paſſion, and the means of preſenting it wit 
| 113 
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its utmoſt oratification, he at laſt beheld the 
favourable moment he had languiſhed for with 
rriage ſo much impatience. One night, when my 
N father de 2 from the palace to conſult the 
oracle of the great Rimac, and when all the 


ed in 


le ten- 
elicity officers and domeſtics were enjoying the refreſh- 
hes ments of ' ſlumber, the guilty lover* put him- 
A. ſelf into a condition to accompliſh his crime; 
cons be found means to gain a ſecret acceſs to the 
r are chamber where the princeſs repoſed, and ad- 
ati. vanced with ſoft ſteps, like a tyger preparing 
"Gays. to ſurpriſe his defenceleſs prey; he left his habit 
placed and fabre in a chair near the bed, and then laid 
Fa of himſelf by the ſleeping princeſs, with a reſolu- 
Jr Lanes tion to compleat the ſtratagem he had preme- 
rap v ditated in ſuch an impious manner. 
* The event would undoubtedly have been 
hatever i Egreeable to his expectations, had not the beau- 
teous Yilqui ſuddenly difcovered his treache- 
otfcers | 1918 intentions; ſhe ſhuddered with fear, to 


behold a man { h Ca 
himſelf o near her, Who waz not her 
huſband; Wretch as thou art! cried ſhe, what 


rinceſs; 

le, ant fury tranſ ports thee to this behaviour! into 
. what a depth of woe wouldſt thou cruelly pre- 
deſires: cipitat my innocence! But do not flatter thy- 
— * ſelf with the accompliſhment of To deteſtable a 
eſs, and purpoſe ; whoever thou art, be gone before 1 


ifs ber discover thee, and forbear to aggravate thy 
7 father crime by any further inſolence; and ſince, as 
yet, thou art not altogether guilty of the im- 

d to büll Pious action thou haſt ungeneroully premedi- 
it with tated, let not my 1 22 ved be polluted hy 
its *F*6 — "he 
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the impurity 'of thy deſires; and do not, by 
declaring thyſelf thy maſter's rival, attempt 
the violation of my honour, which will never 
make thee any conceſſions that would juſtly 
cover me with confuſion. 

So inordinate and untractable was the paſſion 
of Armaca, that he was but little affected 
with the expoltulations of the princeſs; and, 
as he determined to perſiſt in his firſt defign, 
he had recourſe to all the ſoft and inſinuating 
language love could poſſibly ſuggeſt : but, 
as he was unable to extenuate the horror that 
virtuous lady expreſſed at his preſumption, he 
wound his arms round her delicate neck, and 
endeavoured to obtain by violence, what ſhe 
had ſo ſteadily refuted to his tenderneſs., 
The princeſs, at that moment, found her- 
ſelf inſpired by a noble indignation,” which 
wrought her ſoul into a degree of fury itſelt, 
and the imminent danger with which ſhe beheld 
herſelf threatened, ſupplied her with unuſual 
ſtrength for her preſervation ; ſhe diſengaged 
herſelf from the baſe invader of her honour, 
and without uttering a word ſprung to the 
tabre, which the glimmer of a_ lamp in he 
chamber gave her an opportunity to diſcover, 
and ſeized it with a reſolution to puniſh the 
criminal for his temerity; but Armaca, whole 
conſcience was now touched with a ſudden re- 
morſe, caſt himſelf at hepfeet with the air of 
an unaffected contrition; Madam, ſaid he, my 
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even ſupplicate your mercy for its preſervation. 


II acknowledge myſelf as criminal as a pre- 


ſumptuous paſſion can render me, and I merit 
the ſevereſt death that cruelty itſelf can inflict; 
do not pretend to ſoften your diſpleaſure 
againſt me by my ſincere repentance, guilty 
love no longer dictates to me the language I 
utter; for 1 owe the happy change of my ſen- 
timents to your virtue and heroic reſolution ; 
but at the ſame time, reflect with horror, on 
the perplexity to which you ate preparing to 
expoſe yourſelf ; what will the officers and da- 
meſtics of the palace ſay, ſhould they find a 
man dead in your chamber? You have all the 
reaſon imaginable, to dread the freedoms of 
ſpeech in which they will indulge themſelves 
on ſuch an occaſion; many of them are noto- 
rious ſor their inſolence and detraction, and 
they will not fail to paſs the moſt uncandid 
conſtructions on your conduct; permit me, 
madam, for that reaſon, to prevail on you to 
conſult the ſecuritity of your honour; and for 
your own ſake ſpare an unfortunate wretch, 
who deſerves to live for no other reaſon than 
becauſe his death would be fatal to you; let 
me intreat you then, to pay a ſerious regard to 
what I have had the honour to intimate to you 
on this melancholy ſubject. % 
The princeſs, thought his advice very diſ- 
creet, and conſiſtent with her intereſt; I am 
ſenſible, ſaid ſhe, the reaſons you alledge are 
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all my anger; I freely pardon your raſh pro. 
ceeding, and ſwear by the great Rimac, that 
I will never diſcloſe it to any mortal; with. 
draw therefore immediately, and be very care. 
ful not to let any perſon ſee you come out of 
my apartment. At theſe words ſhe gave him 
his ſabre, and locked the door when he was 
gone; after which ſhe laid herſelf on the bed, 
in hopes this affair, being likely to remain 1 
ſecret, would not have any diſagreeable con. 
ſequence. 

All the precautions of you mortals are una. 
vailing againſt the aſſaults of fortune; in vain 
did the princeſs endeavour to footh herſelf ints 
ſerenity and compoſure of mind, after the 
tranſactions in which ſhe had ſo conſiderable 
part. Tis true, indeed, the prince my father It 
who arrived the ſame night at his palace, didi tat 
not diſcover any diſorderly emotions in his con. 
ſort; but alas! ſhe was betrayed by her own fe 
ſlumbers; for the moment her eyes were cloſed the 3 
in ſleep, her imagination was altogether en- ¶ vret 
gaged by the adventure ſhe. had ſo lately ex- ¶ thou 
perienced ; it is certain, there are ſome objeas have 
which ſtrike ſuch deep impreſſions on the ſoul, ſcene 
that the traces of them are preſerved in the me · ¶ and 
mory for a long ſeries, of time. Of ſuch al he 
nature was the impreſſion wrought on the mind diou 
of the princeſs, by a ſenſe of the danger ber bar 
honour had ſuſtained ; and, the circumſtances plan 
formed ſo lively an image In her foul whillt ſbeſ om 
ſlept, that-ſhe imagined herſelf to be ſtill inf 
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onflict wich the perils ſhe had ſo lately eſcap- 


d; ſhe became afflicted by the ſame emotions, 


ind was ſpirited by all her former fury ; ſhe 
epelled the imaginary violence of the raviſher, 
and defended herſelf as if Armaca were ſtill 
attempting the violation of her chaſlity ; ſhe 
ſtarted from the bed at laſt, and in the violent 
gitation of her mind ſeized my father's poi- 
nard, which ſhe found in the ſame place where 
Armaca had laid his ſabre, and impelied by 
the fury which had now poſſeſſed all her ſoul, 
ſhe endeavoured to plunge the fatal weapon in 
the boſom of her huſband. 


HOUR XLV. 


It happened very fortunately for my father, 
that he was not aſleep at this time, ſo that he 

revented the blow which was aimed at his 
life, and ſeizing his wife by the arm wreſted 
the poniard out of her hand; Ah, ungrateful 


wretch! cried he, is this all the recompence 


thou affordeſt me for the many obligations 1 
have conferred upon thee! Have I conde- 
ſcended ro make thee the partner of my bed, 
and raiſed thee to a throne, only to indulge 
thee with an opportunity to crimſon thy perfi- 
dious hands in my blood? Ungrateful, bar- 
barous woman! continued he, you wiſh to 
plant a dagger in my heart, doubtleſs, becauſe 
ſome other man enjoys that place in your at- 

857 fection, 


in view. 


122 PERUVIAN Tarts. 


fection, which my generous paſſion for you 
intitled me to the poſſeſſion of for ever. 
Theſe ſevere reproaches waked the prince 
from her ſleep, and as ſhe had never heard ſuch 
language from her conſort till then, ſhe wa 
in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment and confuſion : it 
is poſſible for perſons to be overwhelmed with 
apprehenſions, even when they are ſenſibl: 
their conduct has been irreproachable, and 
theſe timorous emotions are naturally createt 
by a. tender mind; an extraordinary furpriz 
will ſometimes produce the ſame effect in the 
innocent as well as the guilty ; it will infuſe: 
mean timidity into the ſoul, and cauſe it to 
reſign itſelf without reſiſtance to the calamit 
Such was the unhappy condition d 
my mother-in-law at that time ; but when ſh: 
had recovered herſelf a little from the fuſt im. 
preſſions of her aſtoniſhment, My lord, ſaid 
ſhe, is it poſſible you can ſo cruelly reproad 
a wife who adores you? Can you prevail upo 
yourſelf then, to fix ſuch a diſhonourable im 
putation on the virtue of a woman, who hi 
ever conſecrated her tendereſt affections to yol 
alone, and will you ſuffer the involuntai 
effects of a deluſive dream, to paſs for unex 
ceptionable proofs of the infidelity you lay u 
my charge? i 
Alas ! replied my father, with a deep ſigh 
I wHh what I hear was As true as you wou 
inſinuate it to be | Why am I unable to per 


ſuade myſelf that your language is ſincere 
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The inward pangs with which this unfortu- 
nate lady was tortured, to find her virtue 
ſuſpected, and the apprehenſions of her jnabi- 
lity to undeceive my father, joined with the 
perplexity ſhe ſuffered by her obligation to 
conceal the adventure that had ſo lately hap- 
pened to her, made her expreſs herſelf in ſuch 
a diſorderly manner, as had a tendency rather 
to confirm my father's ſuſpicions, than to diſſi- 
pate them as ſhe deſired : but when ſhe had 
frequently intreated him to ſtrike the poniard 
into her breaſt, if he ſtill continued to diſbe- 
lieve her, he at laſt ſeemed in ſome meaſure to 
credit the aſſurances ſhe gave him of her inno- 
cence, 

The ſatisfaction ſhe received from this 
favourable diſpoſition of her conſort, was 
but of a ſhort continuance, for when my father 
roſe he beheld in a chair near his bed, the cinc- 


tre which Armaca, in his confuſion, had for- 
gotten to take away when he quirted the apart- 


ment, This fatal object made it impoſſible 


for him any longer to doubt of his diſhonour 
his countenance gloomed with fury, and he 
unſheathed his poniard, with a reſolution that 
her blood ſhould waſh away the injury he ima- 
gined he had ſuſtained by her infidelity to her 
nuptial vows; Perfidious creature! ſaid he, 
| am now qualified to paſs an infallible judg- 
ment on thy conduct, look upon this unex- 
ceptionable evidence of thy ſhame, and receive 
the recompence due to ſo much unpardonable 


guilt: 
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guilt :- he cloſed theſe words with a fatal ſtab; 
the weapon opened itſelf a wide paſſage into her 
unſpotted boſom, and her inexorable huſband 
left her expiring on the bed, and bathed in a 
purple ſtream of her vital blood, 2 
He was not ſatisfied with exerciſing his ven- 
ance on his unhappy wife, but reſolved that 
the ſon ſhe had given him, ſhould ſhare the 
puniſhment of his mother's pretended crime; 
he ſeized this guiltleſs victim, and after he had 
conveyed him out of the iſland, he laid him 
on the cold ground in a wild foreſt, and 
abandoned him to the fury of the beaſts who 
inhabited thoſe forlorn ſhades. 
Several years rolled on, before my father 
had. the leaſt inclination to take a ſecond con- 
ſort to his bed, and though he was ſtill capable 
of inſpiring a young lady with tender Fenti 
ments, notwithſtanding his age, he could not 
bring himſelf to fix his affections on any par- 
ticular object; he had even conceiyed ſuch an 
irreconcileable averſion for marriage, that he 


- 


diſcharged from his ſeryice all his officers and 
domeſtics, who would not divorce themſelves 
from their wives; No, ſaid he, I will not be- 


lieye there are any chaſte beauties among that 


enſnaring ſex; they are all influenced by a 
malignant. diſpoſition to inconſtancy, and if 
any among them has the peculiarity to preſerve 
her honour unblemiſhed, it muſt be owing to 
her want of a favourable opportunity to ſtain 
2 E NN 
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Such ſentiments as theſe inſpired my father 
vith a reſolution to paſs the remainder of his 
Kays in an obſtinate ſeparation from the ſex ; 
but ah! how irreſiſtible is the power of love! 
n vain do mortals oppoſe his laws; for when 
he deſtined period is once come, they are in- 
liſpenſibly obliged to bear his yoak. It was 
uſtomary with my father to take a progreſs 
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Dt ery frequently into the country of the Colla- 
i Fig guas, and one day he caſt his eyes on a young 
5 aiden, whoſe engaging modeſty charmed 
: im the moment he beheld her; at firſt he 


ts who 


father 


ook bur little notice of the attractions of her 
perſon, though they were as perfect as poſſible, 
d con. Nut at laſt, this happy conjunction of virgin 
abable Neauty and unaffected modeſty, tranſported 
. 5 ni. Pim beyond expreſſion, and he ſoon became 
Ia not enſible, that he was influenced by an irreſiſt- 

ble paſſion for this amiable perſon; How un- 


15 Þ 17 uſt, ſaid he to himſelf, have I been to this 
ike KEN, moment, in judging io ide greek 
os 220 f the virtue of this charming ſex ! I was then 


nacquainted with Cumac Unui, for that was 
he name of the young lady who had capti- 
ated his heart; her modeſty, continued he, 
quals that of the goddeſſes themſelves, and it 
$ impoſſible that her beauty ſhould be ever 
urious to her virtue. 

Whilſt he was indulging himſelf in theſe 
editations, Cumac Unui happened to ap- 
ear in the place where he then was; he im- 


nediately ſtarted up and advanced to meet her, 
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and when he had caſt himſelf at her feet, he 
unfolded his paſſion to her in the moſt engag- 
1ng language he could utter ; he implored her 
to pity the reſiſtleſs flame ſhe had kindled in his 
ſoul, and, at the ſame time, offered to place 
her on the thrane of the iſle of Uxi. 

Cumac Unui anſwer'd my father's declara. 
tion, like a perſon whoſe heart had never been 
wounded by the ſhafts of love, and who then 
began to be ſenſible of its firſt impreſſions; 
Prince, ſaid ſhe, the throne you condeſcend to 
offer me, can never make me forget the great 
inequality in our births! You are a powerful 
prince, and I am the daughter of a private 
perſon; you ought therefore to reſerve the glo- 
ry of your paſſion for ſome lady more worthy 
than myſelf to be the partner of your bed. The 
animals around us never furniſh us with any 
inſtances of ſuch a diſproportionable alliance; 
the great unite themſelves with the great, and 
the inferior tribes chooſe themſelves companions 
from their own claſs: the regulation which 
nature dictates to theſe creatures, ought to be 
obſerved by mankind in the tranſactions of 
civil life; let me therefore conjure you, for 
the ſake of your own honour, and my future 
repoſe, not to infuſe thoſe impreſſions into my 
ſoul, which a mature reflection will undoubt- 
edly incline us both to condemn. 

No, my lovely queen, replied my father, 
all tranſported with her engaging language, 
you are injurious to your own merit, if you 
imagine there is any diſproportion „ 
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love unites the moſt diſtant conditions of life, 
and were your heart once warmed with the 
ſame fires that conſume mine, you would ſoon 
be ſenſible of this truth; but alas! my age is 
ſo unhaapy as to diſguſt you, and you conſider 
it as an imperfection that ought to make you 
reject the voluntary offer of my heart; at the 
ſame time, you may poſſibly have diſpoſed of 
your own in favour of ſome more fortunate 
and youthful lover; Ah prince! interrupted 
Cumac Unui, you treat me with an unkind 
injuſtice; for it is well known that I, as yet 
have not devoted my heart to any mortal, and 
my father has frequently reproached me, for 
diſcovering too much indifference for your ſex, 
and oh! that it had pleaſed heaven, you had 
never acquainted me with that paſſion you 
have now diſcloſed! 

At the concluſion of theſe words, the beau- 
teous maiden remained ſilent, with her eyes 
modeſtly directed to the earth; her face was 
painted with roſy bluſhes, and ſuch was her 
confuſion at the diſcovery ſne had made in 
ſome meaſure, of the diſpoſition of her heart, 
that it deprived her of the faculty of ſpeech. 
My father was very careful to improve the 
happy moment, and was ſo ſucceſsful in his 
addreſſes, that he at laſt engaged her to con- 
ſent to his demanding her of her father in 
marriage; but in granting him this permiſſion, 
all the powers of her ſoul ſeemed to be ſuſ- 


pended, her inſupportable confuſion would 
not 
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not ſuffer her to continue any longer in 


preſence of her lover; ſhe diſengaged here for 
from his embraces, and abruptly retired to he 1 
apartment. wo 
My father was ſo impatient to haſten li ;1,, 
nuptials with Cumac Unui, that the mome that 
"the left him he went to her father, and ac Kere 
quainted him with his paſſionate deſire i ag 
eſpouſe his daughter; ſuch a propoſal was u he 
advantageous to be rejected; the terms we my 
immediately agreed upon, and when the n: 00 
ceſſary preparations were compleated, the mai m 
riage was celebrated with all the ſolemniy el 
proper on ſuch an occaſion. veſt; 
Amidft the pleaſures of the feſtival, Cumal ne 
Unui unfortunately happened to fall while . - 
was dancing, and was immediately afflicte lin 
with ſevere pains; but the public joy was nd wirf 
long interrupted by this accident; the brig 0 ut 
ſoon recovered her former vivacity, and tit 
apprehenſions occaſioned by her diſaſter, wer 
diſſipated in an inſtant, The diverſions wer 
continued, and towards the cloſe of day, H M 
- wedded pair were conducted to their apartmenW ance 
and all the company then withdrew. = bur 1 


My father then repeated to his ſpouſe, al 
his former proteſtations of an unchangeadl 
affection, and thought his happineſs beyon 
the power of any imagination to conceive; 

he implored the gods to add ſome future yea! 
to the life they had already granted him, tba 
he might enjoy the felicity they had os" 
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for his latter days. Cumac Unui, on her 


art, made him the moſt engaging returns to 


all his tranſports; My deareſt lord, faid ſhe, 
you firſt taught my ſoul to love, and to you 
alone am I indebted for the ſoft precepts of 


that paſſion ; T beheld all mankind with indif- 


ference, till you charmed me with your amiable 


affection ; till then, I was never happy, but 


when I was freed from the importunities of 


my lovers; you had the reſiſtleſs art to tune my 


ſoul to ſoftneſs, and the felicity I derive from 


my union with you, is infinitely ſuperior to 
all the joys I could poſſibly taſte, were I in- 
veſted with the power of the greateſt among 
the prophets. 

She would have continued this endearin 


language, had ſhe not been ſuddenly ſeized - 


with ſuch violent pangs as rendered her unable 
to utter a word more. 


HOUR XLVI. 


My father tendered her all poſſible aſſiſt- 
ance, to relieve her from the pains ſhe ſuffered 
but he had the affliction to find all his fond 
endeavours unavailing; the violence of her 
tortures increaſed every moment, and over- 
whelmed him with deſpair, and being at Taft 
apprehenſive that his amiable bride ſhould ex- 
pire in his arms, he ſtarted from the bed to call 
for ſome proper aſſiſtance: every expedient 
that could poſſibly beimagined, was employed 

to 


ro and ſurpriſe that affected him; Ah! per. 
_ fidious creature, cried he at laſt, in the agony juſt] 


_ unworthy of the firſt impreſſions, with which 
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to abate the ſeverity of her torments, bu 
without the leaſt favourable effect, and Cumat 
Unui did not obtain any relief, till ſhe had 


brought into the world an unexpected infant, ©: 
whoſe birth was certainly haſtened by her fal 
on the day of her nuptials. It was my mis- um 
fortune, continued the prince of the iſle of me. 
Uxi, to be the fruit of that pregnancy. mw 


My father was ſo confounded at this ſpedta. 
cle that he ſunk down upon the bed, deſtitute def 
of all ſenſe. and motion; and when he begu 1 / 
to revive, it is not poſſible to expreſs the tor-M © 


of his deſpair, with what a ſtrange ſcene hav: 
you now preſented me! How does this con- I ha 
vincing proof of your diſhonourable condud, 5 
agree with your language to me ſome moment 
ago? You have rendered yourſelf for ey 


your pretended virtue inſpired me : from thi 
inſtant they are changed into averſion and th 
loweſt - contempt, . and I ſhall only be happy pofiil 
in an eternal ſeparation from ſuch a prodigy d nuate 
falſhood ! 5 n you 
In the mean time my mother, whom ſuc hon! 
a ſtrange event had filled with the utmoſt hor: have 


. ror, melted into tears, and it was with pain tha allow 


ſhe pronounced theſe fe words, which werbe th. 

interrupted with riſing Fghs; My lord, faid I dive 

ſhe, for I no longer preſume to call you Mvith - 

buſband, I acknowledge your reproaches to "oF y , 
| . u 
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juſt, though I can ſolemnly aſſure you, I am 
not conſcious I deſerve them. I confeſs, in- 
deed, I am now a mother, tho' I am perfectly 
unacquaiated how I became one, and if I have 
any inclination to impoſe upon you at this 
time, may the gods doom me to be a monu- 
ment of their vengeance ; but alas! can I poſ- 


ſibly hope, that my teſtimony, with the ſighs 


and tears that attend it, will ever perſuade you 
I am innocent! No, my lord, you have now 
before you a ſeeming proof of my diſhonour ! 
Let all your reyenge then be diſcharged upon 
an unfortunate creature, who ought to appear 
criminal in your eyes; let the hatred you may 
juſtly entertain againſt me, ſatiate itſelf in my 
vital blood, for after the calamitous accident 
| have now experienced, death alone can be 
my conſolation, and I will die with joy, ſince 
I have not any complaints to utter againſt you, 
nor any uſt reproach to caſt on myleltf. 
Unhappy wretch ! replied my father, do not 
think to impoſe on my compaſſionate diſpoſi- 
tion, by an affected air of innocence; it is im- 
poſſible for you to invent any excuſe to exte- 
nuate your unpardonable guilt; the evidence 
you have now given me of my diſhonour, 
ſhould oblige me to waſh away the affront you 
have offered me in your blood; but I willingly 
allow you to live, and perhaps my revenge will 
be the greater as your puniſhment is the leſs : 
| divorce you, however, from this moment, 


with an intention to return you to your father, 
Vol. II. G | 
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violable, he confirmed it with a ſolemn oath. Ala 


all the women from his ſeraglio, and as expe- 
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and to ſeparate myſeif from your perſon for of 
ever: Inhuman creature! continued he, why Ml © 
haſt thou devoted the remainder of my days 1M * 
ſo much miſery ! At this inſtant my father hap. wi 
pened to caſt his eyes on me, and I appeared 1 


to him ſo wretchedly deform'd, that he broke 
out into new exclamations : Execrable infant! 
ſaid he, thou unfortunate fruit of illegitimat 7. 
love] mayſt thou always continue to be the hin 
moſt miſhapen of mankind, and bear about 
with thee ſome part of the puniſhment of thy ] 
mother's crime ! 

From that moment my father became more c 
effectually perſuaded, that all women wer © , 


Falſe and inconſtant, and determined never to 5 
engage himſelf in marriage any more; and that gy 
he might the better preſerve his reſolution i i _ 

en 


This ſecond adventure made him look upon 
all the fex with a kind of horror ; he diſmiſſed 


rience had made him {ſufficiently ſenſible of the 

owerful charms of beauty, he not only re: 
ſolved to guard himſelf againſt the attraCtion 
of ſtrangers, by diſcontinuing his progreſs in. 
to foreign countries, but was as ſolicitous to 
free himſelf from all apprehenſions of the wo- 
men in his dominions ; and leſt chance ſhould hide. 
at any time preſent to his view ſome obje& << 


capable of re-kindling in Nis heart thoſe flame Y 
which he intended to extinguiſh, he iſſued a pro — 


clamation to forbid all the women and virgin 
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of this iſland, to appear upon any pretext what- 
ever in public, on pain of death; and having 
at laſt habituated himſelf to the indifference in 
which he determined to indulge himſelf the re- 
mainder of his days, he paſſed all his time in 
the rural amuſements of hunting and fiſhing 
and amidſt theſe pleaſing recreations, he calmly 
awaited the hour when deſtiny ſhould tranſmit 
him to his anceſtors in the regions of the 
dead. 

In the mean time, my unfortunate mother 
waſted her blooming youth in perpetual ſighs 
and tears; ſhe was, indeed, fully convinced 
of her own innocence, but ſhe endeavoured as 
much as poſſible to perſuade herſelf ſhe was 
guilty, and was indefatigable to accompliſh 
that intention, which mult certainly be ex- 
tremely ſevere to a perſon truly virtuous. 
Alas! ſaid ſhe, I have undoubtedly had the 
misfortune to offend the gods in ſome unknown 
inſtance, ſince they puniſh me with ſo much 
rigour, and nothing but guilt could expoſe 
me to rhe ſeverities I ſuffer! And then caſting 
her eyes on me, Ah unhappy infant! would ſhe 
cry, thou doſt but too well inform me of my 
offence, and ir is evident that thou deriveſt 
thy wretched birth from thy mother's crimes; 
ſurely nature never produced any object more 
hideous than thyſelf, and had I been born in 
any of thoſe countries, where the parents with- 
out the leaſt remorſe, deſtroy their children 
when they become chargeable and incommodi- 
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ous to them, I would intreat ſome perſon to th 
deliver the earth from an inhabitant whoſe de- ple 
formity is a reproach to the region where he de- 
lives! But the next moment ſhe condemned thy 
herſelf for indulging thoſe barbarous thoughts; MW wh 
Wretch that I am, ſaid ſhe, what fury trani- be 
ports me to this criminal exceſs ! Could I then WM reg 
be ſo inhuman as to murder my own offspring! IM of i 
No, I am too intimately united to him bye 
blood, to have any intention to injure him; ¶ thr 
and by what means ſoever I conceived him, I rog 
am indiſpenſibly obliged to preſerve his life; if ¶ reſt 
he be deformed and ſhocking to the ſight, he IM ten 
is ſuch as the gods pre-ordained him to be, and me. 
we ought not to murmur at any of their works, tior 
fince they beſt know the conformity of their ¶ diff 
own deſigns ; beſides, is not beauty the wretch- 
ed ſource of misfortunes to thoſe who poſlels 
that fatal treaſure? Yes, my dear infant, con- 
tinued ſhe with weeping eyes, I receive thee 
as a preſent ſent me by the gods ; 1 love to be- 
hold thee, and am delighted to converſe with 
thee in this manner, and I am only ſolicitous for 
life, that I may one day direct thy unexperi- 
enced. ſteps into the amiable paths of virtue. 

In this manner did the time ſlide inſenſ6bly 
away, and I advanced from infancy to youth, 
at'which period my. mother loſt her father; 
the liberty ſhe then enjoyed, facilitated the 
accompliſhment of a deſign ſhe had formed to 
conſult the oracle of the great-Rimac, with 
relation to my nativity : I accompanied her in 
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that journey, and when we arrived at the tem- 
ple, ſhe offered up this*prayer with a fervent 
devotion ; Immortal Rimac! deign to extend 
thy compaſſion to an unfortunate creature, 
who implores thy gracious aſſiſtance ; and if I 
be not altogether unworthy of thy propitious 
regards, condeſcend to afford ſome mitigation 
of the calamities that overwhelm me with woe; 
do not ſupplicate thee to place me on the 
throne which my nuptials gave me ſome pre- 
rogative to aſcend, nor do I intreat thee to 
reſtore me to the arms of a huſband whom [ 
tenderly love, notwithſtanding the ſevere treat- 
ment I received from his unrelenting diſpoſi- 
tion; I only wiſh thou wouldſt vouchſafe to 
diſplay my innocence, and inform me by thine 
unerring oracle, who is the father of the ſon 
thou haſt given me; thy glory is in ſome mea- 
ſure, intereſted to ſatisfy me in two particu- 
lars; Didſt thou form this prodigy only to 
render me unhappy? Or, at leaſt, continued 
ſhe, if the mother hath made herſelf obnoxious 
to thine indignation, extend thy compaſſion 
to her child, for wherein can he poſſibly have 
offended thee ? 

This prayer was accompanied with a flood 
of tears; but whilſt my mother abandoned 
herſelf to ſorrow, ſhe receives this anſwer from 
the oracle; Cumac Unui, Ceaſe to afflict thy- 
ſelf ſo immoderately, thy huſband ſhall ſoon 
be undeceived, and bear teſtimony to thy vir- 
tue, and thy fon ſhall reign in the iſle of Uxi. 
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This favourable anſwer was a ſingular con- 
ſolation to my mother, who returned to her 
habitation, and patiently waited for the ac- 
compliſhment of what the oracle had promiſed; N led 
nor were her expectations vain, for at the cloſe 


of the firſt day of the next moon, we heard a iſ * 
great noiſe at the door of our rural cot; my Pe 
mother immediately roſe, and when ſhe had " 


opened it, beheld the Laica Cunri, a prieſtels WM. l. 
of the great Rimac; Cumac Unui, ſaid ſhe, M;; © 
I am. commanded to furniſh you with the þ 
aſſiſtance you need; the prince of the iſle of 
Uxi, has this day entertained the magicians of 
his acquaintance with an extraordinary feaſt, 
and to-morrow he intends the lot ſhall decide 
which of them ſhall be his ſucceſſor to the 
ſovereignty of his dominions: but the gods 
have determined otherwiſe, and your ſon {hall 
inherit the throne of the iſle of Uxi; come 
then with me, for we have not any time to 
loſe ; I ſaw your huſband in a very chearful 
diſpoſition, for he has drank cora very freely, 
and I deſired him to take to his bed ſome 
young damſel, whoſe beauty might juſty merit 
his embraces: he conſented to my requeſt, 
and I am now preparing to place you 1n his 
arms under a borrowed name; you muſt be 
very careful not to diſcover yourſelf till the 
appearance of day, at which time I intend to 
come into your chamber ; the myſtery of this 
affair ſhall then be unravelled to your ſatisfac- 


tion, and you ſhall obtain the completion of all 
your 
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your deſires; for the prince will not only cauſe 
you to continue in the palace his wife, but 
your ſon ſhall, at the ſame time, be acknow- 
ledged by his father. | 

Theſe unexpected tidings tranſported my 
mother with inconceivable joy, and ſhe was 
preparing to expreſs her grateful acknowledg- 
ments, when the Laica taking her by one 
hand, and me by the other, conyeyed us in an 
inſtant to the palace of the prince of the iſle of 
Uxi: my mother was immediately conducted 
to his apartment; this is the young perſon I 
lately mentioned to you, ſaid the Laica to the 
prince, who immediately received her into his 
bed, upon which the Laica retired. 


HOUR XLVIL 


When the next morning began to dawn, the 
Laica called me to her, and atterwards led me 
into the prince's chamber. He was ſtill in a 
deep lumber, but ſhe immediately awaked him, 
and without giving him time to caſt his eyes 
on my mother, Prince, ſaid ſhe, how have you 
paſſed the 12 Perfectly to my ſatis faction, 
replied my father; but ſage Laica, continued. 
he, what perſon is that who accompanies you 
lo early this morning? Since you are pleaſed ta 
aſk me that queſtion, ſaid ſhe, I will anſwer: 
you without any reſerve; I am now come to 
acquaint you, that you have paſſed this night 
with your wife, and you are commanded by 
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the great Rimac to receive her as your lawful 
ſpouſe, and are enjoined by the ſame awful 
authority, to acknowledge your own ſon ; this 
is the infant ſhe brought into the world the 
firſt night of your nuptials, and I now preſent 
him to his parent. 

Oh heavens! how great was my father's 
aſtoniſhment when he heard this diſcourſe, 
and beheld his wife at his ſide! Sage Cunti, 
ſaid he, I might well imagine you would 


. divert yourſelf at my expence ; but how could 


you take ſo much freedom with the ſacred 
name of the great Rimac? I am altogether 
loſt in amazement, and know not what to 


think of your diſcourſe, 


Alas! my lord, replied the Laica, when you 


are once ſenſible of the virtue that ſhines in 


your conſort, you will undoubtedly repent of 
all: the unkind ſuſpicions you have entertained 
to her difadvantage; and when you are fully 
convinced that you yourſelf are the father of 
this infant to whom ſhe gave birth, you will 
no longer ſcruple to acknowledge him the heit 
of your dominions: Ah me! interrupted my 
father, ſooner ſhall the cedars be ſeen to ſpring 
from the ocean, and the fiſh to ſwim on the 
tops of the mountains, than you ſhall ever 
make me believe that Cumac Unui has pre- 
ſerved her chaſtity inviolable, and that the 
little monſter you take by the hand ever came 
irom my loins, 
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It is, however, an infallible truth, replied the 
Laica, that the great Rimac commands you 


to acknowledge him for your lawful heir, and 


declares it to be his will, thar you receive thg 
mother as your wife, ſince her virtue is ſuffi- 
ciently known to all the gods; you muſt not 
preſume to accuſe thoſe eternal powers with 
any premeditated intention to deceive you; 
render therefore a ſpeedy obedience to their 
expreſs injunctions, and avert the effects of 
their indignation, which will otherwiſe be fatal 
to you in the event; but that all this myſtery 
may be fully cleared up to your ſatisfaction, 
give attention to. what I am now preparing to 
relate. 

You will certainly be ſincere enough to ac- 
knowledge, that you have indulged yourſelf in 
leveral gallantries during your continuance in 
the country of the Collaguas, becauſe you muſt 
be ſenſible you was never very fcrupulous in 
that reſpect; for though you were always very 
deſirous to eſpouſe a- woman of untainted vir- 
tue, you have been very ſedulous to enſnare 
the chaſtity of many of their ſex; you remem- 
ber, for inſtance, what formerly paſſed be- 
tween Paquir and yourſelf; the intercourſe you 
indulged yourſelf in with that young widow 
who was the couſin of Cumac Unui, became 
the ſubject of ſo much diſcourſe, that you muſt 
needs recollect ſome of the particulars; an in- 
fant was the fruit of the familiarity between 
you and that lady, which expoſed her family 
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to many ſcandalous refleftions ; your miſtrel; WM fri 
heard you ſeverely reproached for that unge. no 
nerous proceeding; but nothing was mor dir 
afflictive to her, than the horror which Cumac on 
Unui expreſſed at her crime. ſelt 
Paquir loſt all remains of patience, to hen be 
her couſin, whom ſhe ſtill looked upon 82 Pac 
child, preſcribe rules to her for the better regu- ¶ ger 
lation of her indiſcreet conduct, and fhe re. ¶ teſt 
ſol ved to avenge herſelf on the officious virtue all 
of her amiable relation. In order to ſucceedWin | 
more effectually in that intention, ſhe endea- WW an 
voured as much as poflible to regain the friend ſatis 
ſhip of your father-in-law ; ſhe had the ſatis I pert 
faction to accompliſh what ſhe deſired, and init v 
his preſence affected a reſerved behaviour the 
which ſhe took care to make a ſecret to youlh V 
in your embraces : but when ſhe had at laſti betu 
entirely re-eſtabliſhed herſelf in the good opi-Wrelat 
nion of her uncle, ſhe took the liberty to defi into 
his daughter's company for a few days, pte. drin 
tending herſelf to be indiſpoſed, and the fatheFtaat i 
of Cumac Unui ordered her to tender her fer-Wadee; 
vices to her coufin. out ; 
Cumac Unui was no ſooner with Paquir, bu 
you received notice to viſit your miſtreſs a 
midnight, and it was intimated to you, that 
the door of her houſe would be left open, and 
that Paquir was to lie that night with a lady! 
who was her particular friend; but to prevenſwith 
your being deceivedin her perſon it was addedſſthe pi 
that ſhe was to lie on the right _— Wenc 
| rie 
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friend; you was likewiſe informed, there would 
not be any light in the chamber, and was 
directed to convey yourſelf gently into the bed 
on Paquir's ſide, with the ſame ſilence ſhe her- 
ſelf intended to obſerve; and leſt you ſhould 
be intimidated by the danger of a diſcovery, 
Paquir gave you to underſtand by her meſſen- 
ger, that ſhe was ſo impatient to receive the 
teſtimonies of your affection, that in ſpite of 
all the circumſtances which would doubtleſs 
in ſome meaſure diminiſh the delights of ſuch 
an interview, ſhe could not refuſe you the 
ſatisfaction ſhe jntended to grant you, as im- 
perfect as it might happen to prove, and that 
t was not any longer in her power to delay 
the opportunity ſhe ſo paſſionately deſired. 

When theſe meaſures had been concerted 
between you, ſhe had recourſe to others with 
relation to her couſin, and ſhe infuſed a drug 
into the liquor ſhe gave her that night to 
drink ; and ſuch were the qualities of the drug, 


that they would infallibly caſt Cumac Unui into 


adeep ſlumber for the ſpace of three hours, with- 
out any poſſibility of awaking; and Paquir, 
inſtead of placing herſelf on the right ſide as 
he had promiſed, lay on the left, that you 
might think her couſin was the lady who in- 
vited you to her careſſes; you was punctu- 
to the appointment, and exactly complied 
with the intimations you had received, and 
he pregnancy of Cumac Unui was the conſe- 
Wence of your miſtake. 

G 6 As 
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As this was the event Paquir intended to ac- W in 
compliſh, in order to reduce her couſin to the W cri 
condition in which ſhe wiſhed to behold her, W hit 
ſhe took care to have the ſame interview re- W ow 
peated, and the commerce between you was | 
carried on with this double deception for five W ten 
ſucceſſive nights, at the expiration of which ſhe 
Paquir ſent her couſin back to her father, and anc 
eight months after this period you demanded WW ſhe 
her in marriage; ſhe tendered you her hands ove 
without the leaſt ſuſpicion of what had paſſed, her 
and her fall haſtened the birth of the 5 ſhe W wh! 
carried in her womb. In a word, ſhe became tear 
the mother of the child you now behold, and faid 
whom you can no longer deny to be your real hol, 
oftspring. | Bb? 

When the Laica had finiſhed this diſcourſe, 
my father caſt his eyes upon Cumac Unui and 
me with an air of embarraſſment, for he could 
not refute any of the circumſtances which he 
had heard fo particularly related; but he ſtill 
continued in ſome heſitation, whether he ſhould 
receive my mother as his wife, and acknoy- 
ledge me for his ſon ; but the perſuaſive powe! 
of the proximity of blood joined with the fore 
of truth, two circumſtances that work extra 
ordinary effects on the mind of man, at lat 
determined him to act conſiſtently with hi 
duty. It would be in vain, faid he, for me 
to demand clearer indications, and more un 
exceptionable evidence of the fact than I hart 
now heard; yes, continued he, I acknowledge 
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in Cumac Unui a wife perfectly innocent of the 
crime imputed to her, and of which I have 
hitherto imagined her guilty, and I likewiſe 
own my ſon in the perſon of Yllapantac. 

At theſe expreſſions, ſo tranſporting to a 
tender mother, Cumac Unui ſunk down as if 
ſhe had been in a trance, her heart failed her, 
and ſhe loſt the faculty of ſpeech ; but when 
ſhe at laſt revived from the extaſy that had 
over-powered her, ſhe claſped her huſband in 
her arms with the moſt endearing tenderneſs, 
whilſt her eyes at the ſame time ſtreamed with 
tears; Bleſſed be the gods, my deareſt conſort, 
ſaid ſhe, that I am now ſo fortunate as to be- 
hold you ſenſible of the error which has been 
ſo fatal to my repole ; may thoſe gracious pow- 
ers lengthen your lite to a happy old age, and 
may you daily receive additional proofs of my 
unblemiſhed-innocence, and if poſſible, be ſtill 
more convinced, that this infant is your real 
ſon ; this dear event alone can dry thoſe tears 
trom my eyes, which your prejudice againſt 
us has ſo long cauſed to flow. J 

This language ſoftened my father into com- 
placency, and he wept tears of joy, to find 
himſelf bleſſed in a wife of ſo much virtue; he 
implored her pardon for the ſuſpicions he had 
unhappily entertained to her diſadvantage z he 
then cauſed me to approach him, and this de- 
lightful reconciliation had diffuſed ſo much 
tenderneſs into his ſou], that he thought he 
could never ſufficiently careſs me ; he folded 
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my mother and me in his arms, without being 


able to diſcontinue his embraces, whilſt we on 
our parts endeavoured to make the belt returns 
to his affectionate treatment. 


This ſcene of mutual love would have con-. 
tinued much longer, had not the Laica at laſt 
interrupted it with this remark ; Prince, ſaid 


ſhe to my father, you perhaps forgot the day 
is far advanced, and that you have ſeveral 
gueſts who impatiently wait for your preſence 
among them; riſe then and give the neceſſary 
orders for their entertainment : at theſe words 
my father quitted his bed, and went into the 
"ary hall where all his company were aſſem- 

led; he then placed himſelf at a table with 
his gueſts, and amidſt the pleaſures of the 
feaſt, related to them all the particulars which 
had happened to him ſince he laſt parted from 
them ; they all congratulated him on this oc- 
caſion, and teſtified a general ſatisfaction that 
he was no longer expoſed to the mortification 
of leaving his dominions to a ſtranger : ſome 
of the company took this opportunity to inti- 
mate the injuſtice of condemning any perſon, 
before all the circumſtances of the imputed 
crime were impartially confidered ; and added, 
that one might ſometimes be deceived atter the 
ſtricteſt examination, ſince a number of pecu- 
liar incidents might betray even the moſt cau- 
tious perſons into ſome ingdvertency in their 
deciſions z others obſerved, that the gods ſome- 
times permitted the innocent.to be plunged 1n 
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many calamities, that their virtue might ſhine 
with a more amiable luſtre in ſuch a ſituation. 

But notwithſtanding all the joy which then 
reigned in the palace, my arrival inthe ifland 
was far from being ſatisfactory to the inhabi- 
tants, and the moment they beheld me they 
conceived a ſurpriſing averſion to my perſon ; 
the viſible defects in my form, made all my 
father's ſubjects conſider me with horror; 1 
was the conftant ſubject of their derifion, and 
all the reſpect they owed their ſovereign, could 
not preſerve me from the immoderate malig- 
nity of their tongues ; nay, they proceeded ſtill 
to more criminal extremes, for when they be- 
came certain that their prince had appointed me 
his ſucceſſor in the empire, they formed ſecret 
conſpiracies againſt my lite, and I ſhould have 
infallibly been the victim of their barbarity, 
had not my father been indefatigable in his 
care for my preſervation. 

This good prince was exceedingly concerned 
to behold his ſubjects ſo implacable againſt me, 
and found himſelf reduced to the neceflity 
either of employing all his power to transform 
me into a more agreeable ſhape, or elſe to 
compel his people to renounce their antipathy 
againſt me: the firſt of theſe expedients was 
altogether impracticable, after the imprecations 
he had uttered againſt me the moment of my 
nativity, and he was conſtrained to have re- 
courſe to the fecond : with this view he cauſed 
all the heads of families to aflemble in his 

bo -- palace, 
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palace, and then repreſented to them that he Nopp 
was far advanced in years, and that the time aſſe 
approached when he was to be gathered to his fath 
fathers ; that it would therefore be a great reaſ 
conſolation to him before his death, to ſee his ¶ they 
{on eſtabliſhed on his throne, and that he hoped on 
they would all acknowledge me for their ſove- NV, 


reign, and take an oath of fidelity to me. ackr 
8 prin 
HOUR XLVIII. "4 


This propoſal was ſucceeded by a general Ho 
murmur, and one half of the aſſembly teſti- guilt 
fied their refuſal, by retiring with loud excla- the | 
mations of diſcontent ; whilſt thoſe who con- ſucce 
tinued in the palace, excuſed themſelves from ent: 
declaring their opinion, under a pretence that um: 
the greateſt part of the people were abſent : JW co 
my father was convinced by this reply, that Ne F 
they had all agreed in concert, not to acknow- Nou 
ledge me for their ſovereign ; and he was ſo Ns, 11 
offended at this affront, that it was impoſſible Hour 
for him to conceal his indignation; I have it "gen 
in my power, ſaid he, to exterminate all thoſe he ſ 
undutiful wretches who preſumed to withdraw 
from the aſſembly; but I am willing to forget 
their inſolence. Tell them, however, that | 
command them to return; and ſhould they 
dare to diſobey me, not one of them ſhall 
behold the light of to- morrow's ſun. 

The mutineers were ſo terrified with this epliec 
- menace, that they no longer perſiſted in their n ſo 
| | oppoſition, 


» 
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hat he Noppoſition, but immediately re- joined the 
e time Naſſembly, and after they had intreated my 
to his father's permiſſion to acquaint him with the 

great Nreaſons of their diſſatisfaction; My lord, ſaid 
ſee his they, we have all been born under your domi- 
hoped nion, and you are ſenſible with what fidelity 
- ſove. Ne have always obeyed you; we have even 
F acknowledged you to be an accompliſhed 

| prince, and as conſtantly admired you in that 
character; the perfections of your perſon, and 
the engaging mien ſo peculiar to you, exalt 
you as much above us, as your power diſtin- 
guiſnes you from the reſt of mankind: but 
the perſon you now recommend to us for your 
ſucceſſor, is, in every particular, vaſtly diffe- 
ent from yourſelf; and nature has fo diſgraced 
nm in his formation, that it is impoſſible for 
sto behold him without horror; and though 
re pay the utmoſt reſpect to the declaration 
jou have made, yet we intreat you to pardon 
„ if we cannot perſuade ourſelves that he is 
four ſon; the lordly eagles of the air never 
ngender the bears of the wilderneſs, nor is 
he ſpotted leopard the progeny of the bold 
ulture; vouchſafe then to nominate another 
ucceſſor to your throne; we do not ſay one 
e can ardently love, but one whoſe perſon, at 
eaſt, may not ſhock us beyond expreſſion, 
when we behold him. | 

I now expect your attention in my turn, 
with ths plied my father, and I muſt tell you, that if 
in their a/ fon be not much indebted to nature, he is 
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far from being any diſhonour to my blood; 


he has a veneration for juſtice, his ſoul is truly you 
noble, and richly adorned with the virtues of — 
moderation and patience: theſe are qualities N 
which a reaſonable people ſhould chiefly deſire ned 
in a ſovereign, and not the accompliſhments of MM” 
the body, which generally enſnare a prince ino M2 
irregularities that contribute to his deſtruCtion, ** 
and ſpread deſolation through the families of M. 

his ſubjects ; diſpoſe yourſelves therefore, to qt 
acknowledge the heir I offer you, and ſubmit 1 5. 


to his government without heſitation; but 
if you ſtill continue untractable, tis my reſo - III E 
lution to exterminate all thoſe who ſhall pre- * 
ſume to oppoſe my will. r 

My father waited ſome time in expectation 
of their anſwer, but at laſt one of the aſſem- 
bly, who was moſt advanced in years, roi: 
from his ſeat, and expreſſed himſelf to this 
effect; Wuy mould your ſubjects, my lord, 
be puniſhed for a repugnance they are unable 
to conquer? Have we any ability to preſcribe 
the approach or diſtance of objects, as they ap- 
pear to us agreeable or diſpleaſing? Would i Nich 
not, my lord, be more natural for you to have. - 
_ recourſe. to ſome expedient that may render hs 
your ſon more ſupportable to our view'W.c_ 
Would your condeſcend to this, your ſubjects Ius in 
would immediately ſubmit to his govern- ny ſo! 
ment, and ſhould it not be in your power toi wy 
effect any change in his petſon, yet we intreat Nou to 


vou the 
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you to favour him with ſome preſent, which, 
though it ſhould not diminiſh his deformity, 
may at leaſt work a ſtrong impreſſion on the 
minds of your people, who when they behold 
him veſted with ſome extraordinary preroga- 
tive, will dutifully acknowledge his ſuperiority 
over them. 

This diſpoſition of the aſſembly, did not 
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FIND immediately prove agreeable to my father; 
ſubmi Nen the one hand, ſaid he, I am not capacitated 
„ hu e change my ſon's figure, for I am ſenſible 


power is reſtrained in that particular; on 
he other hand, what preſent can I poſſibly 
make him, and what advantage will he derive 
from it? I now ſtand on the verge of the grave, 
and the enchantment I operate to day, may 
poſſibly be diffolved to-morrow. Here my 
father pauſed for ſome moments; and at laſt, 
ommanded one of his attendants to bring me 


ny reſo⸗ 


all pre- 


ectation 
> aſſem- 
rs, role 
to this 


ay lord Mc... . 
unable 16180111111. : g 

reſeribe l When I was introduced into the hall where 

hey ap he aſſembly was ſeated, my ears were thocked 


meh confuſed cries, and a loud peal ot laughter; 
mich made it evident, the people had but 
tle inclination to conform themſelves to my 
aher's commands, tho? at the ſame time his 
reſence of mind ſuffered no diminution by 
bis inſtance of their diſreſpect; Approach me, 
ny ſon, ſaid he, with a ſerene air, and place, 
jourſelf on the throne the gods have ordained 
ou to aſcend; be not in the leaſt intimidated 
the raillery and inſults of your ſubjects, for 
you 
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you ſhall this day enjoy ſuch a large parti. 
cipation of my power, as ſhall ſufficiently 
enable you to puniſh all thoſe who dare to op- 
poſe you; as for your parts, ye raſh and un. 
tractable men! added he, I command you to 
be ſilent, if you would avoid the fatal effect 
of my diſpleaſure. 
At the cloſe of theſe words my father 
gently touched me with his ſceptre, and at the 
ſame inſtant, two large wings adorned with 
beautiful . plumes, expanded from my back, 
and I found myſelf capable of flying from one 
end of the world to the other. This extraor- 
dinary prerogative had all the effect my father 
deſired ; for the whole aſſembly ſeemed loſt in 
aſtoniſhment, when they beheld this wonder: 
ful event; their former obſtinacy changed to 
fear and reſpect, and in a few moments they 
unanimouſly addreſſed their vows to me, as1t 
I had been a god; We now, ſaid they, ac. 
knowledge you to be the ſovereign of the ill 
of Uxi; reign over us, O mighty prince! and 
vouchſafe to be propitious to a dutiful people, 
who will joyfully ſwear to be obedient to you 
ſway. | 
This 


fice and the uſual oaths of allegiance. 


Within a ſhort time after this tranſaction, 


death deprived me of my father, who a fei 
days before he expired, 


killed 
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killed his firſt wife. The officer who had pre- 
ſumptuouſly attempted to violate the honour 
of that innocent lady, was ſeized with a 
diſtemper, which in two days ended his life; 
and as he was perſuaded the gods are com- 
paſſionate to the guilty when they make a 
ſincere confeſſion of their crimes, he diſcloſed, 
a few moments before he died, his diſnonoura- 
ble treatment of my mother-in- law, with all 
he circumſtances I have already related. 

My father was ſo deeply affected with this 


d diſcovery, that he died in leſs than the ſpace 


ff one moon; and when the ſolemnities of his 
uneral were over, I aſſociated my mother into 
kn equal ſhare of the government, and con- 


pucted myſelf by her wiſe counſels fo long as 


he lived. 

After ſome time was elapſed I took a pro- 
preſs at her ſolicitations, to gain ſome tidings 
my brother, and travelled through all the 
provinces on the continent where I imagined ] 
ad any probability to find him; I at laſt met 
th him towards the frontiers of Hattun Ru- 
ma; but he was ſo ſatisfied with the condi- 
on of life he then enjoyed, that I could not 
revail upon him to live with me; he was 
greatly eſteemed by a magician, who, by the 
power of his art, enlarged his body to thoſe 
normous dimenſions in which he appeared to 
rince Houac. 

My father, as I have already intimated, re- 
ned the ſovereignty of this iſland to me, * 
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I was ſo young and unexperienced, that he pry. 
dently kept the reins of government in his own 


hands during his life; and when fate called hin N, 


W h 


from this ſtate of mortality I had ſo little con. 
fidence in my own ability, that I thought it uu 
the wiſeſt courſe to rule in conjunction with m * 
mother. My intention in this proceeding wa. 
to regulate myſelf by her advice, and by de 6 
grees to acquire the noble art of reigning wel 
in this manner did I paſs my early youth “ 
tranquillity, and was only ambitious to pleak ; 1 
my parent and make my ſubjects happy. * 
When I began to enter upon an age of ma- vey 
turity, my mother thought it adviſeable for 7 
me to appear in a new ſcene of life; My on, 10 
faid ſhe, it is now time for you to think d. 1 
marriage, ſince it is from you alone I can e 
pect an offspring who may convey to you op 
poſterity the power tranſmitted to you fro 74 
your anceſtors; and as this power is confine D 
at preſent to ſome limitations, it would be 
proper for you to chooſe a conſort among tic 
daughters of the prophets, becauſe ſuch 
alliance may render the power of our famiſi Wit 
much more extenſive. | he iſle 
This propoſal at firſt was very agreeable hy Hirt 
my inclinations, and I readily diſpoſed mylh:c . 
to give my mother all the ſatisfaction ſhe dee in: 
fired; but when I conſidered the obſtacles e pa 
might naturally expect in the proſecution er my 
my - deſign, I began to be not a little diſcoſation 
raged ; How can I flatter myſelf, ſaid I, WMeſrg, 
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the leaſt probability of inſpiring the daughter 
of a prophet with any ſentiments in my favour, 
when I have reaſon to believe that even the 
daughter of a private man would retuſe to 
eſpouſe me? Thoſe whom I have hitherto at- 
tempted to pleaſe have always treated me with 
averſion, and as to the daughters of the pro- 
phets, the advantages of their birth, and the 
power they derive from it, render them haugh- 

and untractable; for which reaſon I am ſen- 
ible my unhappy form, inſtead of creating any 
enderneſs in their ſouls, will only fill them 
vith horror. 

It was in vain for me to alledge the many 
advantages I had to contend wich; my mo- 
ner ſtill preſſed me to marriage with ſo much 
mportunity, that in complacency to her de- 
res I promiſed to leave nothing unattempted 
o oblige her in this particular. 


HOUR XLIX. 


With this reſolution I took my flight from 
he iſle of Uxi to the continent, and directed 
firſt progreſs to the temple of the great Ri- 
ac; my intention was not to conſult the ora- 
e in the choice of any particular perſon for 
ie partner of my bed, for I did not once flat- 
er myſelf, that I could poſſibly fix my incl: - 
ations on any lady with ſucceſs; I was on! 
kſirous to know whether it would be advan- 
tageous 


2 
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tageous to me to think of marriage in general, % 


and ] received this anſwer from the oracle. the 
Would you the gentle pleaſures prove, 4 
Which ſweetly flow from nuptial love; a 
Remember 'tis our fix'd decree, hos 
That what you are, you ceaſe to be: * 
»Till then, 'twill be your fate to bear ſubj 
Severe diſdain and ſad deſpair. | Aa 
diffe 


The obſcurity of this anſwer, made me think 
it neceſſary to return*to my mother to conſulſſ 7 
her opinion on my future proceeding ; IN Mal! 

ated to her the declaration of the oracle, and 
the was at firſt as much perplexed as myſelf Mir t 
the myſterious language, but when ſhe had con- 
ſidered it for ſome time, I am inclined to think, 
ſaid ſhe, that you ought to diveſt yourſelf a 
the ſovereignty of this iſland, for when you 
are no longer a reigning prince you will cet 
tainly ceaſe to be what you now are, This 
interpretation appeared to me very reaſonable 
and in conſequence of that perſuaſion I aſſen 
bled the elders of the people, and gave then 
to underſtand, that in obedience to the com 
mands of the gods, I ſolemnly renounced the 
throne of the iſle of Uxi, and entirely reſignec 
it to my mother, whom for the future the) 
were to conſider as their only lawful ſovereign 
My ſubjects were far from being diffatishe 
at this declaration, and were more inclinabl 


to ſubmit to the government of a woman, tha, 
| 
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general, to render obedience to a man whoſe perſon was 


cle. their averſion, tho* they reſpected his power; 

| am perſuaded many other nations would 
7e, with the ſame tranquillity bear the loſs of a 
ve; maſter to whoſe authority they ſubmitted, ra- 


ther from the motives of duty than any affec- 
: tion to his perſon : I did not obſerve one of my 
ar ſubjects who teſtified the leaſt regret at the re- 
| ſolution I had taken; and this ungenerous in- 
difference made me leſs ſenſible of the loſs of 
ne think my dominions. 

o conſuls I was now fully perſuaded that I had effec- 
g 3 It Mtally accompliſhed the condition impoſed up- 
acle, andi on me by the oracle, and began to flatter my- 
ny ſelf alf that there was not any alliance, how con- 
had cor £qerable ſoever, to which 1 might not juſtly 
o think, aſpire z ſpirited by this imagination I ſoon took 
urſelf office of my mother, with a ſolemn promiſe 
hen YO not to return into her dominions till I could 
will cet preſent her with a daughter-in-law altogether 
e. T1 vorthy of her approbation; and thus ! quit- 

aſonabl ted the iſle of Uxi a ſecond time. 
I aſſem The progreſs I now undertook was of a 
ave then much longer continuance than the former, and 
the COMWyhen J had traverſed the immenſity of the oce- 
unced tit an, and paſſed through many regions of the 
7 reſ1gnes continent, I viſited ſeveral magicians with 
ture the) whom I had contracted an intimacy, and was 
ſovereigigdirected by them to the habitations of many: 
e thers of that claſs whom I likewiſe viſited in 
inclinabucceſfion The favourable reception they all 
man, on arded me contributed not a little to confirm 
Vol. II. H me 
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me in the advantageous opinion I had enter. 
tained of my own merit, ſince my abdicatior 
of the throne of Uxi; and this indulgence ty 
myſelf made it ſo difficult for the amiable ſe 
to pleaſe me, that I beheld with indifference 
the generality of thoſe ladies who at any time 
preſented themſelves to my view, and my hear 
was only to be touched by the moſt finiſhed 
beauty nature had ever formed. It was ny 
happy fortune, in the courſe of my travels, to 
become acquainted with many lovely virgins, 
whole charms were ſufficiently engaging ; but 
my greateſt perplexity was to determine my 
choice in favour of any particular object. 

The beauteous Chici, a daughter of the 
magician Hinapac, was at laſt the perſon to 
whom I determined to addreſs my vows ; it 
was impoſſible for the pencil of nature to de- 
lineate a more amiable complexion ; her eyes 
ſparkled with a vivacity that dazzled every be- 
holder; the delicate turn of her ſhape, and 
the numberleſs graces that played around her, 
were inimitable; her inchanting aſpect, in 
which the flowery bloom of youth began to 
unfold all its perfections, was the choſen ſeat 
of innocence. and unſullied purity; ſo that to 
behold; to love, and to languiſh for the pol- 
ſeſſion of ſo accompliſhed a creature, were the 
inevitable effects of the ſame inſtant of time, 


and produced all their united impreſſions on 


my foul in a moment: I was, for a long time, 


indefatigable to convince her, by many tender 
| ſolici- 
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ſolicitudes and the ſofteſt aſſiduities, how 
much ſhe had rendered me the captive of her 
charms; but alas! all my ſedulous reſpect, 
joined with the moſt endearing language I 
could poſſibly utter, did not gain me the leaſt 
advantage, and ſhe ſtill continued inſenſible to 
my fervent paſſion; ſhe perpetually affected a 
down-caſt look, and was ever ſilent when ſhe 
appeared before me; and tho? I continued with 
her father for the ſpace of ſeveral moons, ſhe 
never condeſcended to favour me with one 
glance in all that period, nor vouchſafed to 
afford my addreſſes the kind exchange of a 
ſingle expreſſion. : 

This fixed indifference drove me at laſt to 
deſperation itſelf, and I was unable to compre- 
hend why ſo lovely an object ſhould poſſeſs a 
heart of adamant; I am very ſenſible, would 
frequently ſay to myſelf, that fear and irreſo- 
lution are natural to youth and innocence, and 
yet I am not at a loſs to aſſign any reaſon, why 
the moſt cautious and reſerved maiden ſhould 
always ſtudy to be untractable to a lover; is 
It poſſible then, that ſhe ſhould never habituate 
herſelf to the ſight of one of our ſex ? I thought 
all now, that the moſt unpractiſed fair one, 
who at firſt turns her eyes with diffidence on 
her adorer, might be taught by time, to be- 
hold him with leſs timidity and confuſion. 
| I was no leſs aſtoniſhed to obſerve that the 
nflexible Chici did not pay the leaſt deference 
tomy birth and perſon; She cannot, ſaid I, 

H 2 be 
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be unacquainted that I derive my deſcent from 
the race of the prophets, and conſequently 
that there cannot be any diſproportion between 
us; ſhe muſt likewiſe be ſenſible that 1 am pri. 
vileged with wings, and ſurely this prerogative 
alone might induce her to treat me with ſome 
diſtinction, and procure me the tranſport of 
one endearing ſmile ; ſhe has never ſeen a man 
who can appear in competition with me, and 

et ſhe has not any curioſity to conſider me 
with the ſmalleſt attention; in fine, I grew ſo 
impatient at her ſtrange indifference, that! 
imagined her ſevereſt averſion would be le; 
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inſupportable to my ſoul. 


I could now no longer endure to be always 
amorous without any rational probability of an 
obliging return, and if I had not found means 
in this ſituation to flatter myſelf with ſome 
faint hopes, I know not what might have been 
the event. As yet I had not diſcloſed my 
paſſion for Chici to any of my friends, I had 
obſerved the ſame privacy; even with reſpe& 
to her parents, and her brother Amancay, 


with whom I was united in the ſticteſt friend- 


| ſhip, was equally unacquainted with the ſtate 
of my heart; though at laſt I began to think it 


adviſeable, not to leave any thing unattempted 


to engage him in my intereſt : to this effect, 


one day propoſed to him to make a little ex- 


curſion into the country, to enjoy the ſalutary 


ales which the fields and vallies, 


agrecable ſeaſon, perfume with all their ſweets; 
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he was very willing to accompany me, and 
we walked to a neighbouring brook, on the 
banks of which we ſeated ourſelves, under a 
great tree that covered us with a refreſhing 

ſhade. 
was on the point of making him the con- 
fidant of my paſſion, when we were alarmed 
with loud ſounds, that reſembled the roar of 
lions; we turned our heads to that part of the 
country from whence the noiſe proceeded,” and 
law a numerous troop of young men mounted 
on tame lions, and advancing to the place 
where we were ſeated ; the perſon who marched 
in the van, engaged all our attention, by his 
noble mein and the richneſs of the habit he 
wore ; his ſhape was perfectly eaſy and exact, 
and the gracious air of his face appeared ſo 
ſoft and engaging, that Amancay and myſelf 
could not forbear expreſſing our mutual admi- 
ration of ſo amiable a perſonage; his head was 
beautifully adorned with waving plumes of 
various colours, arranged into a form very 
delightful to behold; he approached us with 
great civility, and deſired us to inform him if 
the manſion of the magician Hinapac was far 
from that place; Amancay replied, that he 
was the fon of Hinapac, and that the palace 
was not above thrice the diſtance of a bow-ſhot 
Irom thence; adding, that we would accom- 
pany him thither if he were ſo diſpoſed; at 
theſe words the prince of Hillavi, for that was 
the ſtranger's title, deſcended from the lion 
H 3 on 
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on whoſe back he was mounted, and walked WW wit 
with Amancay and myſelf towards the palace ¶ ipe 
where the magician reſided. tur 
For my particular, I was quite loſt in WO his 
thought at this unexpected adventure, and ¶ be 
whenever I caſt my eyes on the amiable I 
ftranger, my heart was diſcompoſed beyond Il acc: 
expreſſion; I imagined I now beheld a dan- 
gerous rival, and was no longer permitted to i ablc 
doubt of that misfortune, when he acquainted I ficat 
us with the cauſe of his journey. I have heard, Never 
faid he, ſuch extraordinary commendations of full 
the merits and attractions of the fair Chici, Meven 
that I could not reſiſt the curioſity of being ¶ but 
convinced by my own eyes if fame has been I plea 
impartial in her praiſe; I have ſeen many Nef n 
ladies in my time who paſſed for celebrated I ber 
beauties, but as yet they have not been able Naffec 
to inſpire my heart with any ſentiments of Inn fin 
tenderneſs, for which reaſon 1 ſhould not be 
diſſatisfied to find one whoſe charms would N batio 
be powerful enough to awake me from my in- In m 
dolence to love. 
When we arrived at the palace, we ſaw the this 
magician walking in the great court, and as 
he knew the prince of Hillavi the moment he Id + 
beheld him, he advanced to meet him, and mom 
in the moſt obliging manner, teſtified the ſatil- 
faction he received from ſuch a viſit ; the 
prince, who expected to ſeg the hideous figure 
of ſome old magician, was exceedingly ur- 
priſed to behold a man of a noble port, graced 
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with an auguſt and majeſtic air; he very re- 
ſpectfully kiſſed the border of Hinapac's cinc- 
ture, he acquainted him with the occaſion of 
his journey, and deſired to know if he might 
be permitted to viſit the fair Chici. 

My daughter, replied the magician, is 
acceſſible to all thoſe who have an inclination 
to ſee her, and a low birth, or even a diſagree- 
able perſon, are not conſidered as any diſquali- 
fications in the competitors for her favour ; 
every one who declares himſelf her lover, is in 
full liberty to purſue his pretenſions, and may 
even aſpire to the privilege of eſpouſing her; 
but then the number of thoſe muſt be com- 
pleated before ſhe can be under any obligation 
of making a reply to their addrefles, or caſting 
her eyes on any of the candidates for her 
affection who preſent themſelves before her; 
in fine, ſhe muſt have fifty lovers, all diſpoſed 
to hazard their perſons in three different pro- 
bations; none but the conqueror can obtain her 
in marriage, and all thoſe who are unſucceſsful 
muſt die, according to the law preſcribed in 
this competition; forty-eight ſuitors have 
already conſented to accept of theſe terms, 
and only two more are now wanting; the 
moment they appear, I intend to propoſe the 
three conditions which the gods exact from him 
who is pre-ordained to be my ſon-in-law. A 
jet, replied the ſtranger, I am unable to 


daughter will work upon my heart, but I am 
= - determined 
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determined to rank myſelf among the number 
of her adorers, were it only to give me an op- 
pertunity of engaging in the adventures you 
have intimated; I love to expoſe my fortitude 
to the {trongeſt proofs, and to purchaſe glory 
amidſt the greateſt dangers. 


HOUR L. 


The prince of Hillavi after this firſt recep- 
tion, was conducted to the palace, and to my 
great mortification, thought the daughter of 
the magician much more amiable than I could 
have wiſhed ; her charms appeared to him alto- 
gether: irreſiſtible, and he immediately ac- 
quainted her with the paſſion her eyes had 
kindled in his ſoul ; but as ſhe made no reply 
to that declaration, he gently reproached her 
tor her indifference, and was perpetually 
repeating to her, that if ſhe would but caſt 
her eyes upon him for a moment, her inſenſi- 
bility would ceaſe: but with all his expoſtu- 
lations and obſequious behaviour, he continued 
as unſucceſsful as the reſt of his rivals: Chic 
perpetually directed her eyes to the earth, and 
was entirely unattentive to all the amorous 
language he could poſſibly utter. 

I happened at that time to have an acci- 
dental view of this lovely virgin, and imme- 
diately found myſelf more inflamed than ever; 
at the ſame inſtant my love kindled into 
jealouſy, and I was apprebenſive left ſome 
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new rival ſhould preſent himſelf, and deprive 
me of all hopes of contending for the victory; 
| reſolved therefore not to expoſe myſelf to the 
danger of any longer delay, nor to loſe, by 
any unſeaſonable reſpect, the advantages I 
might hope tor as well as others. With this 
reſolution I immediately declared myſelf the 
fiftieth lover, and now my lord, ſaid I to the 
magician, the number you deſire is compleat, 
and I intend to maintain my pretenſions to the 
affection of your amiable daughter; let my 
rivals be acquainted with this circumſtance, 
and be you propitious to our enterpriſe, and 
look favourably on a paſſion which is not diſ- 
approved by the gods. 

The magician ſeemed very much tranſported 
at this declaration, and was diſpoſed to afford 
me all the ſatisfaction I deſired. To- morrow, 
laid he, I intend to propoſe the three adven- 
tures in which you are to engage, and only 
wait till then for the arrival of your competi- 
tors, He ſent that night to give them notice 
of his intentions, and the next day they all 
appeared in the palace, when the magician 
expreſſed himſelf to this effect. That perſon 
among you, ſaid he, who is deſtined to eſpouſe 
my daughter, muſt diſpute with his rivals the 
prize of ſwiftneſs in, the race, dexterity in 
ſwimming, and the maſterſhip of the bow; 
and the poſſeſſion of her perſon ſhall recom- 
penſe the conqueror. Theſe are the conditi- 


ons req uired by the godss, and death will be 
H 5 the 
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the fate of thoſe who are defeated in this con- 
tention. You have now time to deliberate on 
this propoſal, and if you pleaſe, may renounce 
your pretenſions to a marriage, which mult be 
preceded by ſo much danger; you may dire& 
your vows to ſome other object, without any 
fear of theſe hazardous circumſtances to which 
Fou are now expoſed. Each of you enjoys 
ſome conſpicuous qualifications which cannot 
fail to render him acceptable, and it is eaſy 
for you to find a number of beauteous virgins 
who eſteem it their happineſs to be favourable 
to your addreſſes, upon much better terms 
than thoſe I have ſet before you. 

When the magician had ended his diſcourſe, 
the whole aſſembly anſwered him with one 
voice without a moment's heſitation ! Ah 
my lord, cried we, it is in vain to diſſuade us 
from our deſign, by the repreſentation of the 
dangers that may attend us; we are all deter- 
mined either to gain this amiable conqueſt or 

riſh in the experiment, and we love your 
daughter with too much ardour to have any 
regard for life without her; we are all ready 
to diſpute the victory, and ſcorn'to be intiml- 
dated at any danger you have repreſented, 
for our thoughts are only employed on the 
recompence that will flow from the charming 

object of our deſires. | 
I ! be fair Chici was preſent on this occaſion, 
and when ſhe heard the abus reſolution 


of her rb ſhe diſpoſed herſelf to ſpeak © 
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vs for the firſl time. Generous lovers, ſaid. 
ſhe, I conſider with the greateſt reluctance, 
that the death of forty nine of your number 
muſt be the fatal effect of your paſſion ; believe 
me, I reproach myſelf for being the unhappy 
cauſe of the evident danger to which you are 
determined to expoſe yourſelves for my ſake z 
and yet you muſt be ſo juſt as to acknowledge 
that I am at the ſame time, an innocent cauſe 
of the conſequences that may enſue, I ſincere- 
ly wiſh you would no longer perſiſt in a deſign 
that ſeems unjuſtifiable and irrational in many 
reſpets, and I ſhould have rejoiced had it ne- 
ver been your misfortune to have ſeen me. 
You all merit a better fate than that which you 
are preparing to experience, and are worthy to 
poſſeſs the moſt amiable perſons of my ſex; 
but ſince you appear ſo inflexible in the reſo- 
lution you have formed, you can only charge 
yourſelves with whatever may be the event. 

In this manner did Chici unfold: herſelf to 
the aſſembly, her eyes ſparkled with a thou- 
and glittering beams, and the accents of her 
voice were ſo ſoft and harmonious, that we 
could, neither hear or behold her without feel- 
ing all the tranſports of admiration and love; 
and our paſſion, if poſſible, became more vio- 
lent than it was the firſt day we beheld her. 
Should ſome goddeſs, ſaid we, deſcend from 
tie pure regions of bliſs to this earth, ſhe 
vould never aſſume any other form; ſuch 
vould be the living luſtre of her eyes, and: 

H. 6 _ ſucks 


parations for the exerciſe we were to perform, 
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ſuch the breathing muſic of her voice; her MW we 
divinity would be unable to unfold a greater N we 
profuſion of charms than are diſcloſed by this N eve 
beautiful creature. No, my lord, continued toc 
we; addreſſing ourſelves to the magician, the W rac 
earth cannot produce any object which bears MW on: 
the leaſt ſimilitude to your Jovely daughter, W tan 
and we too long delay the happineſs of him ] 
who is deſtined to eſpouſe her; Jet the race be ¶ con 
marked out immediately, we ſtand ready to had 
contend for victory. My friends, replied the W fai 
magician, you ſhall have all the ſatisfaction 
you requeſt ; upon which he directed us to 
meet on the bank of the river, aſſuring us at 
the ſame time, that he would attend us there, 
when he had compleated all the neceſſary pre- 


The race was to be exhibited in a ſpacious 
lain that ſtretched its level beyond the viey 
of the keeneſt eye, and was bounded on one 
fide by the river, We were appointed to run 
the length of five hundred paces, and that the 
contenders for the prize might not obſtruct 
one another in their progreſs, fifty lines were 
drawn out to the diſtance we were to arrive at, 
and each of us was to confine his feet to one 
of theſe lines; at the extremity of each of 
which was placed a cocoa, which thoſe who 
were able to reach ſo far, were to take up and 
carry back to the point: from whence they 
ſtarted. The magician and his daughter, to- 


gether with their friends and relations who 
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were invited to be preſent at this competition, 
were to give their deciſion according to the 
event, tho' indeed, that province ſeemed al- 
together unneceſſary; for the boundary of the 
race had ſuch a fatality, that the moment any 
one attained to it, all the reſt who were diſ- 
tanced immediately lay dead on the ſpot. 

In a little time the magician with all his 
company made their appearance, and when he 
had ſurveyed us a few moments, My friends, 
ſaid he, it is now incumbent on you to exert 
all your vigour and activity; you are all ac- 


| quainted with the laws that regulate this con- 


teſt, begin the race then when you hear the 
trumpets ſound the ſignal : we promiſed to 
obey him, and each of us appeared impatient 
to diſpute the victory, At firſt ſome difficulty 
was ſtarted with reſpect to my wings, and all 
my rivals proteſted againſt my employing them 
on this occaſion, Our challenge, ſaid they, 
only regards a race, and has no relation to fly- 
ing; ſo that the magician was at laſt obliged 
to adjuſt this diſpute by ſome proper expedi- 
ent, which was, that I might expand my 
wings, and uſe them in any manner I thought 
it, provided I did not raiſe myſelf into the 
air; and this deciſion gave a general ſatisfac- 
tion. Each of us now placed himſelf on one 
of the lines, and when the trumpets ſounded, 
we all ſtarted from the liſts with ſuch,light 
ſteps, that it might have been thought we 
kimm'd over the waves of the ſea. 


We 


xs  PzxUvVian Tartrs. 

We all arrived at the firſt goal where the 
cocoas were placed, almoſt at the ſame inſtant. 
Each of us caught up our own fruit, and, 
without loſing a moment's time, endeavoured 
to compleat a ſecond courſe ; but the event of 
this proved very different from the firſt ; for, 
after we had ſtretched to the diſtance of ſome 
hundred paces, ſeveral of my competitors 
were ſo debilitated, that they dropped their 
cocoas out of their hands, and imagined when 
they were diſcharged from that incumbrance, 
tnat they ſhould finiſh their race with the 
greater expedition. But they were ſoon con- 
vinced of their-miſtake, for they continued im- 
moveable on the ſame ipot of earth, without 
being able to advance or retire. The indigna- 
tion they conceived at ſuch a diſappointment, 
obliged them to ſnatch up the fatal cocoas, and 
exert their utmoſt efforts, though in vain, to. 
ſtart before their rivals in the race. It was 
impoſſible for them from that moment, to re- 
cover the diſtance the others had gained upon 
them; ſome were compelled to ſtop in order to 
take breath, and fancied that would enable 
chem to regain new vigour, though they were 
unfortunately deceived in their expectations, 
and only waſted away their precious moments. 
In vain did they exert all their ſtrength and 
agility to overtake thoſe before them, it was 
no longer. in their power to diſpute the victory, 
and the moſt vigorous antaSoniſts were already 
at the barriers. l 8 
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Of fifty who had undertaken the race, twen- 
ty-ſeven compleated it at the ſame inſtant, but 
the reſt who were ſurpaſſed in ſwiftneſs, fell 
dead on the earth the moment the conquerors 
had touched the goal. I had the good for- 
tune to be one of the ſucceſsful competitors z, 
the people crowned us with chaplets of flowers, 
and the remainder of the day was devoted to 
feſtivals and joy. 

Towards the noon of the next day, we pre- 
pared for the ſecond conteſt, and aſſembled 
ourſelves on the bank of the river to diſpute 
the prize of ſwimming. The two boundaries 
were exactly marked out, and the one was two 
hundred and fifty paces diſtant from the 
other. We all ſprung into the water, equally 
ranged in front, and the moment the ſignal in- 
formed us of our duty, we darted forward 
with a general emulation, Some of our num- 
ber ſeemed to ſlide over the limpid ſurface of 
the ſtream ; others, whoſe heads and hands 
were only viſible to the ſpectators, cut through 
the fluid with ſurpriſing rapidity, and every 
individual employed all his vigour and expert- 
neſs in this exercife, to prevent the misfortune 
of being diveſted of the prize; but notwith- 
ſtanding all their efforts of ſtrength and ſkill, 
I ſaw one and twenty of my rivals let behind 
at a great diſtance. The ſhame of beholding 
themſelves in a manner vanquiſhed by thoſe 
who were ſo far before them, prompted them 
to utter vows to heaven for their ſuccels ; * 
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all the divinities they then invoked, were un- 
attentive to their ſupplications, and the victory 
they ſo paſſionately deſired, entirely depended 
on the vigour of their arms, which now, to 
their fatal experience, began to loſe all their 
ſpring and force. Theſe unhappy perſons 
were then diſpirited by fear, and turned all their 
thoughts to preſerve themſelves from the evi- 
dent danger that threatened them ; they endea- 
voured to gain the bank as their laſt refuge, 
but were unable to ſwim either to the right or 
the left. The interpoſing current, or rather 
ſome ſuperior power, detained them at this 
juncture, and now they attempted, amidft 
their deſpair, to intereſt the ſpectators in their 
favour. They uttered doleful cries, they im- 
— compaſſion, and ſtretched out their 
anguid arms to receive aſſiſtance ; but all their 
appeals to the pity of the people were ineffec- 
tual, and they ſunk into the depth of the wa- 
ters the moment the {ix victors had arrived at 
the boundary. 

I was ftill ſo happy as to be one of theſe 
laſt, but J muſt acknowledge my wings con- 
tributed to my ſucceſs, and very ſeaſonably 
aided me to ſuſtain myſelf on the furface of the 
water. Without them I had inevitably been 
loft, for the ſtructure of my body rendered me 
incapable of diſputing the prize for any conſi- 
derable length of time. *' ” 

And now the bow only remained to decide 
which of the competitors was to eſpouſe the 
amiable 
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amiable Chici, and this expedient was likewiſe 
deferred till the next day. When the ſun roſe 
upon the morning, we began to prepare our- 
ſelves for the laſt trial of our abilities, and 
Chici appeared that day a thouſand times more 
amiable than ever. Her heart was enlivened 
by a ſecret joy, which diffuſed ſuch an air of 
ſweetneſs and ſerenity through all her aſpect, 
as perfectly tranſported every benolder. She 
aſſiſted as uſual at the preparations of this en- 
terpriſe, and her lovely appearance animated 
our ſouls with new ardours. 

We were now reduced to the number of ſix 
competitors, as I have already intimated, and 
the magician furniſhed each of us with a bow 
and one arrow ; after which he conducted us 
into the plain where the race had been exhi- 
bited, This is the day, ſaid he, that muſt 
decide your pretenſions, and I bind myſelf by 
ſolemn oath, to beſtow my daughter on that 
perſon whoſe arrow ſhall glance neareſt to the 
mark. This mark was a pole, which roſe twice 
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the height of a man, and on the top was faſten- 
d a board, covered with a ſmall mat of reeds, 
ito which-the arrow might eaſily penetrate and 
ontinue fixed; ſeveral circles were traced out 
In this mat, and they differed in their dimen- 
ons, in proportion to their diſtance from the 
enter. | 
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| that 

OU N LI. cle, 

ow 

Our arrows were all marked, that they "te 
might be diſtinguiſhed the better; and, when Wires | 
this was done, we drew lots to decide who Is thi 
ſhould launch the firſt ſhaft. Chance deter- Nunble 


mined it for the prince of Hillavi, who, as 
well as myſelf, had been victorious in the two 
former probations. He accordingly ſhot firſt; 


of my 
remet! 
gave 


the other four were to ſucceed him, and I drew MWjno | 
my bow the laſt. It was my good fortune to Hm 
plant my arrow directly in the mark, and I Whade, 


was immediately ſenſible of my victory by the 
unfortunate death of my five antagoniſts, who 
at the ſame inſtant fell dead at our feet. The 


f m 
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acclamations of the ſpectators exalted my glo- toni 
ry to the very clouds; they placed a new Have! 
crown on my head, and conducted me with the MW Th. 
greateſt ſolemnity to the mark, with an inten- Wore, 
tion to convince themſelves of the reality of Whey v 
my triumph. But ah! into what affliction Nd duſ 


was the aſſembly plunged, and how dreadiul 


agici 


was the deſpair that racked my ſoul, when we us of 
beheld that my arrow had pierced the ſnowy Netaine 
boſom of the magician's daughter! Her eyes N a he 
were already cloled with eternal ſleep ; death Munyy] 
had drawn his pale hue over every feature, and We def) 
this incomparable virgin, who a few moments N une: 
paſt was the delight of every beholder, now lay Nover, 
cold and motionleſs on the earth, without tit Wuthor 
leaſt ſymptom of life. O miſerable wretch lid he 


that 


it they 
, When 
le who 
deter- 
rho, as 
the two 
It firſt; 
J drey 
tune to 
and ! 
by the 
's, Who 


The 


ny glo- 
a new 
vith the 
inten- 
ality oi 
ffliction 
readful 
hen we 
ſnowy 

er eyes 
; death 
re, and 
Oments 
now lay 
out the 
wretch 

that 


PERUVIAN TALES. 163 


that I am ! cried I, at this melancholy ſpecta- 
cle, why am I doomed to behold the bleeding 
fow of theſe precious ſtreams ! Shall the un- 
imely death of the deareſt object of my de- 
fires be the only recompence of all my labours! 
Is this the fatal prize that was to crown my 
unblemiſhed love ! Muſt I, for the completion 
of my misfortunes, be tortured with the ſad 
remembrance, that my own unhappy hand 
gave the fatal blow that cut down the bloom- 
ng flower of her youth! O death cover me 
from the fight of mankind with thy triendly' 
hade, and extinguiſh the inſupportable agonies 
f my ſoul in everlaſting oblivion ! In this 
anner did I utter the anguiſh that oppreſſed 
e, and I was ſo confounded with grief and 
ſtoniſhment, that all my faculties ſeemed to 
have ſuſpended their vital operations. 

The friends and relations of the magician 
ppeared altogether as inconlolable as myſelf ; 
hey uttered diſmal exclamations, and ſcatter- 
d duſt on their dejected heads. As for the 
agician, he was hurried into all the agitati- 
Ins of the wildeſt fury; his voice no longer 
rained its natural tone, but was changed in- 
da hollow and doleful yell; his limbs were 
onvulſed and diſtorted ; he raged, he groaned, 
e deſpaired. O abominable crime, cried he, 
D unexampled treaſon ! But I ſhall ſoon diſ- 
over, by the ſecrets of my art, the barbarous 
thor of this murder. Let us go, my lord, 
ud he to me, and inform ourſelves of the cauſe 


of 
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of this calamity; you ſhall be ſufficiently con- 
vinced that I am perfectly innocent of any 
treacherous intentions; and as we are equally 
injured and affected by our preſent loſs, let us 
mutually concert meaſures to- give the utmoſt 
looſe to our revenge. 

As we were advancing towards the palace in 
all the bitterneſs of woe, we were ſudden]y 
alarmed with a ſprightly flouriſh of trumpet 
and other inſtruments, that, by the gaiety of 
their airs, ſeemed to celebrate ſome pleaſing 
event. We redoubled our pace to learn the 
cauſe of this unexpected feſtivity, and in a fey 
moments, beheld a party of young men ad- 
vancing towards. us in the cheariul movements 
of a dance. Theſe were the forty-nine ſuitors, 
whom we all imagined to be dead, but now, 
to our unſpeakable aſtoniſhment, ſaw reſtore 
to life. 

The magician and myſelf ſtarted back ſeveral 
paces at this amazing ſpectacle, but the con- 
ſternation we diſcovered, did not prev the 
young troop from continuing their gay adVance 
towards us; and when they had made their 
approach near enough to be heard, they ac. 
quainted us in what manner they were raiſed 
from their tranſient death. It did not appeat 
Juſt to the gods, ſaid they, that we ſhould be 
doomed to die, ſince the victory which Ylla 
pantac obtained, was far from being compleat. 
In what circumſtance was my victory defective, 
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rivals who contended with me for the prize? 
| can juſtly appeal to the gods themſelves, 
that I have acted with a perfect conformity to 
their injunctions, that I might qualify myſelf 
for the poſſeſſion of the incomparable Chici. 
Where 1s then the happy recompence that 
hould crown all the labours and mortal pangs 
have ſo long ſuſtained ? Is it poſſible that the 
gods ſhould deviate into injuſtice like the frail 
lons of men? 

No, my lord, replied one of the ſuitors, the 
celeſtial powers are always equitable in their diſ- 
penſations, and the injuſtice you would impute 
s peculiar to mortals alone. Even you your- 
elf are now chargeable with that crime, for 
dfiring the gods to grant you a recompence, 
vhich, as yet you have not ſufficiently merited. 
Ve were informed in the regions of eternal 
night, that the perſon who is to poſſeſs the 
xdorable Chici, muſt firſt entirely ceaſe to be 

hat he is at preſent ; and if you had conſulted 

(cle of the great Rimac, you would have 
ie the ſame information; it is your own 
egligence, therefore, which alone is liable to 
be imputation of injuſtice. 

At theſe words, which recalled-to my re- 
embrance the anſwer I received when I con- 
ted the oracle on my future marriage, I grew 
{ible that T had no longer reaſon onmy fide. 
lord, ſaid I to the magician, do not per- 
lex yourſelf any more to diſcover the murderer. 
your unhappy daughter; you now ſee [the 

criminal 
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criminal before you. I then acquainted hin ¶ the 
with the condition the oracle had required from W pf 
me with relation to my marriage, and what! dea 
had afterwards performed in my own domini- N con 
ons, under a full perſuaſion, at that time, prir 
that J had accompliſhed my part by ſuch ton 
proceeding. But alas! I am ſenſible of myMus x 
fatal error, continued I, and you now behold Mbelo 
in me the barbarous offender, who deprivei i I 
your daughter of life in her early bloom. TheWMiigh: 
fatal wound was not given by any ſecret ene-Meour 
my, but it was the ſevere lot of that unfortu- place 
nate lady, to receive her death by the perni-Whe m 
cious hand of her adorer. You, my lord, wa ng ( 
generouſly preparing to pleaſe me beyond ex-· Ii 
preſſion in her eſpouſals, but the gods have 
been pleaſed to fruſtrate our mutual intentions, 
I have not ſufficiently performed their injundti: 
ons, by diveſting myſelf of my princely dig-Wnour 
nity; and they manifeſtly demand from me 1 
facrifice of much more importance. My 
deficiency in this particular, is now become 
my crime, and I ought to be the object of al 
your diſpleaſure. Let the full tide of you 
revenge be poured on my guilty head, and 
I will at the ſame time acknowledge the juſtice 
of your indignation. Pierce my heart this 
moment with the fatal ſhaft, that by m 
means has deprived you for ever of your one all 
daughter ! 

My lord, replied the magician, I am capa 
ble of retaining ſome preſence of mind * | 
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the deſpair that preys upon my ſoul, and tho? 
appearances make you chargeable with the 
death of my dear Chici, I am ſtill unable to 
conſider you as a criminal: Yes, unhappy 
prince, I freely acquit you from the imputa- 
tion of this melancholy diſaſter, and now let 
us prepare to render the laſt kind offices to my 
beloved daughter. 

The unfortunate father was prevented by 
lighs and tears from proceeding in his diſ- 
courſe, and he now prepared to return to the 
place where his breathleſs daughter lay, that 
he might nouriſh his affliction with that mov- 
ng fight, We all followed him in ſad ſolem- 
nity and ſilence, and in a little time beheld 
the amiable Chici extended on the earth, and 
bathed in a crimſon ftream of her vital blood. 
dome of the ſpectators tore their hair at this 
mournful ſpectacle, and wounded their cheeks 
th their nails; others, when they had raiſed 
he beauteous form in their arms, kiſſed her 
old lips, and ſprinkled her with innumerable 
ars. Deſpairing ſighs, and melancholy mur- 
urs were wafted by the winds over the plain; 
nd the affliftive ſcene continued for the ſpace 


ſticgr ſeveral hours, without the leaſt intermiſſion. 
tout laſt, it was thought adviſeable to convey 


e lifeleſs remains in a litter to the palace 
tall followed in the ſame order in which we 
ame, and perhaps not any funeral proceſſion 
fas ever accompanied with a more ſincere and 


We 


Wuverſal forrow, 
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We at laſt arrived at the palace, but why 
can deſcribe the general conſternation that 
ſeized us, when we no longer beheld the body 
of Chici in the litter! We at firſt imagined 
that our grief had ſo diſordered us, that we 
had forgotten to remove her from the earth 
where ſhe lay dead, and in that perſuaſion we 
immediately returned to the plain. But alas! 
ſhe was for ever ſnached from our eyes, and 
we wearied ourſelves with vain ſearches til 
the night was far advanced, when at laſt ve 
became convinced ſhe had been placed in the 
litter, by many aſſurances to thar effect from 
the bearers who ſupported it, and from thoſe 
who had aſliſted in raiſing her from the earth, 
and we then concluded ſhe had diſappeared in 
ſome extraordinary manner. 

The whole aſſembly was confounded at this 
new prodigy, and the unhappy magician 
ſeemed altogether agitated by diſtraction. 
How! cried he, with a voice that drew pity 
from all who heard him; was it not enougi 
then, that a hand, for ever fatal to my repo, 
ſhould be permitted to deprive me of my 
_ deareſt daughter in her tender dawn of youth 
but muſt I now be denied the laſt ſatisfaction 
of beholding her precious remains ! This ſurely 
is too much for an aged parent to bear, and 
yield to the grief that overwhelms me! Cruel 
Yllapantac! faid he, at the next moment, yo 
alone are the ſource of all my misfortunes, anc 
be you innocent or guilty, I can no * 5 
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ſuffer you to appear before me! Return then, I 
ntreat you, to your own dominions, for your 
preſence in this place will but increaſe my 
affliction, and induce me to renounce the natu- 
al humanity of my diſpoſition. 

did not think it proper to make any reply, 
eſt the magician ſhould be provoked to make 
| ſevere uſe of the power his birth gave him 
ver thoſe men, who were only allied to the 
ce of the prophets : and after I had maturely 
onſidered, that I ought to be ſatisfied with the 

oderation I had experienced from him, I 
mmediately left the palace and directed my 
light to this iſland. At my arrival 1 found 

y mother in the pangs of death, and the 

oment I had given her a ſhort relation of 
ny unfortunate adventures, ſhe expired in my 
ms. When her funeral ſolemnities were 
ver, I reſumed the ſovereignty of the iſle of 
xi, for ſince my abdication J had not been ſo 
ucceſsful as I expected, I thought I might 
Itly claim all my former prerogatives. Since 
ſat time, I have lived in tranquillity in theſe my 
ominions, without entertaining any thoughts 
F marriage, till I was ſo unhappy as to force 
e queen of Hattun Rucana from her terri- 
ies. 

When Acllahua came to this part of her 
ation, My lord, ſaid ſhe, to the Inca 
tvarhuacac, when prince Houac and the 

een of Hattun Rucana had heard the hiſtory 

the prince of the iſle of Ui, they appeared 

Vo I. II. 4 I much 
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much affected with the extraordinary adven- 
tures that compoſed it; the queen, however, 
ſaid that ſhe wiſhed the father of Yllapantac Ver 
had not been ſo eaſily diſpoſed to paſs an un- by 

favourable conſtruction on the conduct of his 
firſt wife, nor diſcovered ſo much impatience 
to revenge an affront that was only imaginary, 
and which he raſhly perſuaded himſelf he had 
received. It would be very happy, continued 
ſhe, if perſons in ſuch doubtful circumſtances, 
would always preſerve a ſteady preſence of 
mind, and proceed with calmneſs and delibe- 
ration in their enquiry after the truth, becauſe 
thoſe who judge precipitately of things, arc 
generally miſled into error, 

Madam, replied prince Houac, we ſome- 
times find it extreamly difficult to determine 
our judgment aright; for, beſides the inter- 
mixture of paſſion which is too apt to ſway 
our reaſon, there are ſome caſes in which we 
can neither be furniſhed with ſufficient witneſſes 
nor any other ſatisfactory proofs, and mult 
therefore of neceſſity ſuffer ourſelves to be 
influenced by circumſtantial appearances, it 
we would not abſolutely cloſe our eyes-upon 


the affair before us, and reſolve to impoſe 
upon our underſtanding. When the circum- , 
ſtances are very ſtrong and expreſs, we may 
form concluſions from them, which, if they 
be not ſelt-cvident, are at leaſt extremely pro- 
bable. Ah prince! replied the queen, nothing 
can be more dangerous and uncertain, ou 
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the probabilities you contend for, and if we 


were to permit our judgment to be determined 
by ſimple and unſupported appearances, the 
innocent would be frequently puniſhed, and 
the guilty as often acquitted, You are apt to 
think a woman criminal, when a man's habit 
is found near her bed; but I ſhould be diſpoſed 
to believe her innocent, if her inclinations, and 
the whole courſe of her former conduct, had 
been irreproachabletill that juncture. I ſhould 
think it very probable that a virtuous woman, 
whoſe conduct was never known to deviatefrom 
the ſtricteſt purity, may be capable of entertain- 
ing ſentiments conformable to her honourin any 
inſtance whatever. The probability is conſe- 
quently equal on both ſides ; what circum- 
ſtance then muſt determine my opinion in ſuch 
a ſtate of uncertainty? None ſurely but the 
moſt ſedate and impartial examination; and 
though I have not the leaſt intention to make 
any reflections that might be diſagreeable to 
prince Yllapantac, yet I muſt needs acknow- 
edge, that I think his father acted in a very 
njuſtifiable- manner, and am apt to ſuſpect 
ie was betrayed by ſome weakneſs of mind, 
Into that inhuman treatment of his unhappy 
ite, He had certainly fa natural propenſity 
d anger, and was ſo inconſiderate as to be 
wn away by the firſt emotions of his paſſion, 
be immediately was reſolved to believe his 
ite guilty, upon the frail evidence of a few 
imple and inconcluſive appearances, without 
I 2 allowing 
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allowing himſelf ſufficient time to conſider 
every other circumſtance that might have had 
a contrary aſpect, and he accordingly ſtained 
his hands in the blood of an innocent perſon, 
whoſe virtue merited a better tate, 

The reaſons alledged by the queen, were 
equally ' applauded: by prince Houac and the 
ſovereign: of the ifle of Uxi. They acknow- 
ledged the juſtice of her judgment, and con- 
feſſed that the generality of human actions 
were very often ſo diverſified by contradictory 
circumſtances, that it required the utmoſt 
circumſpection to keep clear of partiality and 
impoſition in the determinations of the judg- 
ment. Tod 150 en 4:08; F 

When this little debate was over, prince 
Houac roſe from his ſeat and addreſſed his 
diſcourſe to Vllapantac; Prince, ſaid he, for! 
may now give you that title, ſince I reſtore you 
to all your property, I no longer perſiſt in my 
firſt reſolution to deprive you of your wings. 
The conſideration of your mother's unſullied 
virtue, and the favour the gods have apparently 
ſhewn you, by - conſenting to raiſe you ro the 
ſovereignty of this iſland, induce me to forget 
all your injurious treatment of the queen of 
Hattun Rucana, as well as your ſtrange inhu- 
manity to me, when you threw me into the 
wild waves of the ocean, | 

May you long continue in poſſeſſion of theſe 
your dominions, and I ſincerely beſeech the 
gods to crown the remainder of your days 
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with all imaginable joys and proſperity. And 
now we mult prepare to bid you the laſt 
tarewel. 


HOUR. III. 


Jam of opinion, interrupted the queen, 
that we may deter our departure a few mo- 
ments longer, and I have really a great curi- 
oſity to be ſtil! informed of ſome particulars: 
of which Yllapantac alone can give us a ſatiſ- 
factory account. I took notice that when he 
acquainted us with the hiſtory of his own life, 
he very. lightly paſſed over every circumſtance 
which had any relation to his brother. He did 
not once. touch upon the cauſe of that enor- 
mous neigut of mature to which he roſe, nor 
gave us to underſtand by what means he was 
preſerved in the woods from the fury of the 
lavage beaſts. In ſhort, he neglected to tell 
us what particular motive induced him to take 
that barbarous reſolution to devour my ſubjects. 
Theſe particulars appear to me as ſo many 


prodigies, that very well deſerve to be fully 


known. 

Great queen, replied YIlapantac, it is im- 
poſſible for me to diſobey you in any command 
you are pleaſed to ſignify to me, and I think 
myſelf happy that I am in a condition to give 
you the ſatisfaction you defire. You may 


therefore expect to hear a ſeries of adventures, 


altogether as extraordinary as thoſe J have ex- 
I 3 perienced, 
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rienced. Prince Houac having declared that 

had the ſame curioſity as the queen, the 
prince of the iſle of Uxi related the hiſtory of 
his brother in theſe terms. 


The HisTory of the giant Hu AN Ac, 
brother to the PRINCE of the iſle of U x 1, 


M Y brother's name was Huanac, and he 

"> was but of the age of ten years when 
he was expoſed in a deſtitute condition, as! 
have already intimated, in the middle of a wild 
and forlorn foreſt. His early youth rendered 
him perfectly inſenſible of the danger that 
threatened him; and he was altogether as un- 


conſcious of the ſad circumſtances of his help- | 


leſs ſtate, All his thoughts tended to diſen- 
gage himſelf from the ghaſtly wilds ot that 


eam Frralt „„ ba wand. | 
— 7 . 19% Area, for ſome 
Un, through a labyrinth of thickets and wind- 
ing ſolitudes darkened by hanging rocks; and 
when he at laſt found himſelf unable to trace 
any paſſage out of that intricate wilderneſs, he 
began to be greatly diſquieted in his mind. But 
as he was not ſo intimidated as to deſiſt from 
his firſt deſign, he continued to force his way 
thro* cluſtering briars and buſhes that exceed- 
ingly incommoded him. Whilſt he was thus 
employed, a monſtrous lion ſaw him, and im- 
mediately ran towards him with all the furi- 
ous ſwiftneſs natural to thoſe dreadful animals. 
My brother, as it may well be imagined, was 
| exceedingly 
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exceedingly terrified, when he found himſelf 
diſcovered by ſuch an unexpected enemy, and 
with a loud cry, called upon his unrelenting 
father to aſſiſt him; but the moment the lion 
heard his voice, inſtead of advancing any 
nearer to him, he ſlunk back to the diſtance 
of ſeveral paces, and at laſt began to fly from 
him with as much rapidity as he at firſt ap- 
proached him; and it appeared by the event, 
that he went to give notice to the other ani- 
mals of the foreſt, that a new gueſt had lately 
made his entrance into their ſolitude. 

My brother accordingly beheld in a little 
time a numerous troop of lions, bears, and 
other fierce creatures advancing towards him, 


end as their ſwiftneſs was incredible, they ſoon 


came up to him, and then diſpoſed themſelves 
nto a circle around him. The timorous 
"nth. when ne beheld the dreadful incloſure 
in which he was. confined, immediately gave 
himſelf over for loft, and believing himſelf 
already. devoured, cried out a ſecond time, 
Theſe animals no ſooner heard the ſound of his 
voice, than they immediately quitted their 
fierce. and gloomy air ſo natural to ſuch crea - 
tures, and with aſpects ſoftened into humility. 
and reſpect, began with a general emulation 
to tender him their fondeſt careſſes. Some 
couched down on the earth and gently licked 
is feet; others expreſſed their affection to him 
by the blandiſhment of their tails, and they 
all teſtified by their dumb obſequiouſneſs, that 


I 4 


they . 
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they diſcovered ſomething ſupernatural in the 
air of his perſon. One would really have ima- 
gined, that they had ſome ſenſibility of my 
father's inhuman treatment of his fon, and that 
nothing but their incapacity to ſpeak, re. 
| ſtrained them from telling the innocent youth 
how much his deſtitute condition moved them 
to pity, I am inclinable however to believe, 
that it was the ſacred blood of the prophet 
from whom he ſprung, that compelled theſe 
animals to be ſo extremely tractable and ſub- 
miſſive- Whatever might be the true cauſe, 
my brother grew habituated by degrees to the 
ſight of theſe creatures, and bed with them 
as familiarly as if he had been one of their ſo- 
ciety. Some of them always attended him 
wherever he went, and no one of them ever te- 
fuſed him the firſt choice of their prey that they 
had run down. | 5 
Such was the calm and pacific life in which 
it was my brother's lot to paſs nine years, 
amidſt the deep receſs of that vaſt wildernels, 
Towards the beginning of the ninth year, a 
gentle ſhe bear, whoſe form was as perfect as 
any creature of that claſs could poſſibly enjoy, 
and whoſe ſkin was blended with an equal 1n- 
termixture of black and white, conceived ſo 
much fondneſs for my brother, that night and 
day ſhe was inſeparable from his fide. She 
did not only charge herſelf with the care of his 
ſubſiſtence, by accommodating him with food 
neceſſary to nouriſh him, but ſhe likewiſe i 
| | Sale 
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that were the product of the ſeveral ſeaſons. 
But her folicitudes did not end here; for ſhe 
frequently laid at his feet ſuch preſents as are 
mutually interchanged by a miſtreſs and her 
lover, and are always agreeable beyond ex- 
preſſion to perſons inſpired with tender ſenti- 
ments for each other. If the at any time ſaw 
a flower whole fragrance and colours were pe- 
culiarly engaging, ſhe never failed to gather it, 
and then immediately came to preſent it to- 
him, with an air of the ſofteſt benevolence.. 
Whenever he ſtretched himſelf on the earth to 
enjoy the refreſhments of repoſe, ſhe was par- 
ticularly , diligent to ſoften his ſylvan couch 
with odoriferous verdure, and-the moſt tender 
herbage ſhe could poſſibly collect. My bro- 
ther was far from being inſenſible of the ſedu- 
lities of this obliging animal; he careſſed her 
with a correſponding affection, and no longer 
remembered that the was a wild native of the 
woods. Nor did he limit himſelf to the. in- 
ſtances of a common complacency, but he 
would frequently fold his arms around her 
ſhaggy, neck, and. in a repeated abſence of 
thought call her his beloved miſtreſs. As ſoon, 
as he indulged himſelf in chis gentle language, 
he beheld an inconceivable joy ſparkling in the 


eyes, and diffuſing itſeif through every feature 


of his favourite ſavage; and in reality no- 
youthful pair were ever more amorous, or ex- 
preſſed a greater ſatis faction at their ſtolen in- 
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galed him with all the moſt delicious fruits. 
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terviews in ſequeſtered groves, or near the 
lim pid fall of murmuring fountains, 
T his {urpriſing intercourſe continued about 
te ſpace of twelve moons, without the leaſt 
diminution of their affection to each other. On 
the contrary, a length of time rather increaſed 
their mutual tenderneſs; and though the fond- 
neſs my brother entertained for his darling ani- 
mal, reſembled the gentle ſentiments that an 
amiable ſiſter naturally infuſes into the heart of 
a kind brother who ſincerely loves her; yet he 
was ſometimes ſenſible of certain defires that 
ſprung up in his ſoul, but as they really flowed 
from the impulſe of nature, and were perfectly 
conformable to his uncommon turn of mind 
at that time, they might be conſidered as very 
excuſable. One day when he and his dumb 
companion were Jaid upon a bed of leaves 
which ſhe had gathered with her uſual care, 
from various plants, he perceived to his great 
ſurpriſe, that his dear ſavage ſhed ſeveral tears. 
This fight affected him exceedingly, and his 
eyes were immediately moiſtened with a ſym- 
pathiſing ſorrow. Alas! faid he, in the me- 
lancholy overflowings of his heart, why.,was I 
not formed like this affectionate animal ? or ra- 
ther, why was not ſhe graced with the perſon 
of a beautiful woman ? My heart would then 
have been inſpired with fuch fentiments in her 
favour, which reafon will not now permit me 
to entertain. Our tender boſoms might then 
have innocently glowed with the ſame irre- 
| 8 proachable 
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179 
proachable flames, and our mutual inclinati- 
ons would have been approved by gods and 


men. But ah! unhappy wretch that I am, 
to what a ſtrange ſingularity of fate am I now 
doomed ? I inconſiderately form anxious de- 
fires, though I am ſenfible I cannot with the 
leaſt probability hope for their accompliſh- | 
ment. O unrelenting nature ! continued he 
why doſt thou ſo unkindly interpoſe an invin- 
cible impediment between me and my deareſt 
telicity ! and why doſt thou permit me to flat- 
ter myſelf with a happineſs that thy unaltera- 
ble laws prohibit me to enjoy h 
He had ſcarce finiſhed theſe expoſtulations 
which flowed from the bottom of his heart 
when he beheld the venerable form of an old 
man ſtand before him with a white wand in his: 
hand, My brother at firft, imagined that he 
had caſt his eyes on ſome ſhadowy unſub- 
tantial being; but when the aged perſon ac- 
quainted him with his name, his birth and 
profeſſion, Huanac was convinced that what 
ie miſtook for a gliding phantom was a real 
magician, He would have informed him in 
his turn who he was, and by what means 
de had paſſed ſomany years in the unfrequented 


1 that wood, but Capallu, for that was 
he magician's name, would not permit him 
elate any of the tranſactions of Fs life 805 
laid he, it is altogether unneceſſary for you 
. acquaint me with a ſet of particulars which 
already know as well as yourſelf.. 1 am not 


1 6 ignorant 
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ignorant of the minuteſt circumſtance that has 
happened to you ſince the firſt moment of your con 
nativity, and I only deſire you to tell me what ¶ pre 
particular wiſh you are moſt ſolicitous to have ¶ det: 
accompliſhed. You. may ſpeak without re- diſc 
ſerve, and with a full aſſurance of all imagin- IM hea 
able ſucceſs, for I only came to this place with MW exp 
an intention to give you all the ſatisfaction you nor 
can requeſt. | 7 liev 
My brother found himſelf exceedingly per- ¶ alw 
plexed at the magician's propoſal, and a ſud- ¶ pea: 
den ſtart of ſhame rendered him incapable of ¶ dau 
making any reply. One moment his eyes calt ¶ it v 
a Janguiſhing glance on his dear ſavage, and ticu 
the next inſtant they were directed to the earth WM - 
with a deep ſigh. The magician, who took MW carr 
notice of his diſcompoſure, was much ſurpriſed WW jadi 


at this unexpected ſilence. Away with this cam 
heſitation, my ſon, ſaid he, and let me know MW in h 
what you would deſire me to perform for your MW &lt 
ſervice. I love this animal you now | behold, IM per! 
replied my brother, and am very ſenſible that ture 
ſhe regards me with the ſame affection ; for I han 
which reaſon I am paſſionately deſirous to ſee I fatis 
her aſſume the ſhape of a woman, were ſuch I beat 
à transformation. poſſible to be effected. He vou 
uttered theſe words with a faultering voice, and bat 
ended them with a new ſigh; at the ſame time I able 
he covered his face with his hand, and bluſhed I 2 fo: 
exceedingly at the extraordinary requeſt he I thei 
had made, | thol 
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The magician was greatly delighted at the 
confuſion with which he ſaw my brother op- 
preſſed, and with the benevolence of a friend: 
determined to relieve him that inſtant. Be not 
diſconcerted, my ſon, ſaid he, at the with I have 
heard you utter; this animal for whom you 
expreſs ſo much fondneſs, is not a ſavage beaſt, 
nor a monſter of the woods, and you may be- 
lieve me when J aſſure you, that ſhe has not 
always worn the form in which ſhe now ap- 
pears before you. In a word, the is my 
daughter, and her true name is Attaca; but 
it will be proper to acquaint you with the par- 
ticulars of her adventures. | 
Attaca, continued the magician, always 
carried the prize of beauty from the young 
ladies of this province, and wherever ' ſhe 
came, the charms of each damſel were eclipſed 
in her preſence. But inſtead of devoting her- 
elf to that ſoftneſs and tranquillity of life which 
perſons of her ſex are uſually prompted by na- 
ture to deſire, her whole delight conſiſted in 
handling military weapons. She was never 
atisfied but when ſhe aſſaulted the fierceſt 
beaſts ſne could ſingle out in the chace, and 
would be perpetually engaged in ſcenes of com- 
bat and ſlaughter. In vain did crowds of ami- 
able youths endeavour to make her ſenſible of 
a ſofter paſſion z ſhe continually diſregarded all 
their yows and obſequious, addreſſes, and all 
thoſe who unhappily perſiſted in their firſt in- 
clinations to pleaſe her, have loſt their lives 105 

a er 
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her deſtructive hand. She challenged each of 
them to a ſingle combat, and they ſunk be- 
neath her ſuperior force. 

At laſt the ſon of a very potent magician, 
who is likewiſe the fovereign of this province, 
ranked himſelf in the claſs of her adorers. He 
omitted no opportunity to make her ſenſible 
of his paſſion, but at the ſame time had the 
mortification to be rejected with as much in- 
difference as the reſt, When he repeated his 
folicitations, my daughter defied him to a ſin- 
gle combat, but he was intimidated by the ex- 

ample of ſo many ſuitors who had already loſt 
their lives in that unhappy conteſt, and was 
juſtly apprehenfive of the ſame fate. It is 
altogether unnatural, ſaid he, for a man to 
expoſe himſelf to ſo many dangers for the 
daughter of an inconſiderable magician, who 
is a vaſſel to my father; and if there be any 
neceſſity of hazarding my life, it ought to be 
with a view of obtaining a more eſtimable ac- 
quiſition. It would be eaſy to find a hundred 
daughters of the prophets, who would diſpoſe 
themſelves with pleaſure to be favourable to 
my paſhon. 

Two? moons were fully paſſed before this 
pufillanimous lover preſumed to renew his pre- 
tenſions, at which time the traitor had mean- 
neſs enough to form in his mind the blackeſt 
pieces of treachery that could poſſibly enter 
into the imagination of any mortal. Not- 
. e the air of reſentment and indiffe- 
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nce which he induſtriouſly affected, he was 
bxtremely exaſperated at the repulſe he had re- 
eyed from my daughter, and turned all his 
houghts to revenge the inſult he imagined he 
ad ſuſtained; and ſo well did he ſucceed in 

s ungenerous intentions, that he one day 
ound my daughter aſleep in the wood into 
which ſhe had retired to repoſe herſelf after the 
tigue of a long chace. He beheld her with 
leafure in that unreſiſting poſture, and by the 
alignant power of his art locked up all her 
enſes in a magic ſlumber. When he had ac- 
ompliſhed this diſhonourable action, he claſp- 
d her in his arms, and indulged himſelf in all 
he baſeneſs a brutal paſſion could ſuggeſt to 
o abandoned a wretch. 

When my daughter awaked from her in- 
hanted ſleep, ſhe was immediately ſenſible of 
de injury ſhe had received, and caft her eyes 
nth indignation on the thicket around her, 
ich ſhe conſidered as the witneſs of her dif- 
onour, and quitted it with the greateſt preci- 
tation after ſhe had caught up her bow and 
rows. She no ſooner came into the open 
lain, than ſhe beheld her raviſher making his 
treat at a conſiderable diſtance from her. 
his odious fight gave a new ſting to her 
miction, and made her redouble her pace, 
nd when ſhe had almoſt overtaken him, Stay, 
hou infolent barbarian, ſaid ſhe, and ſince the 
Ipe&t thou didſt owe to my virtue was not 
licient to diſſuade thee from thy criminal in- 
tentions, 
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more efficacious againſt thee. But the coy. 
ardly wretch, inſtead of ſtopping at thek 
words, fled from her with greater ſwiftne(; 
than before. 1 command thee once - more to 
ſtay, ſaid ſhe, for be aſſured, thou ſhalt never 
elude my purſuit by thy unmanly flight. But 
as the timorous raviſher continued to run from 
her with all the ſpeed he was able to exert, ſhe 
launched an arrrow at him, which pierced him 
through the body, and laid him gaſping on 
the ground. | 

The dying groans and exclamations of this 
young criminal, were ſoon conveyed by the 
winds to the ears of the magician Mauli his 
father, who, when he beheld him biting the 
earth in his laſt agonies, was exceedingly aſto- 
niſned at that deptorable ſpectacle, and was un- 
able to comprehend how his ſon, to whom he 
had imparted a conſiderable ſhare of his own 
power, could ſo ſhamefully be defeated by 
young damſel. But when he had made ſome 
reflections on the loſs he had ſuſtained, his 
countenance gloomed with implacable rage, 
and he took a dreadful oath to avenge himfelt 
for the death of his ſon. My vengeance, faid 
he, ſhall teach this audacious woman to wha 
extremes an exaſperated father is able to pro- 
ceed. At the fame time he graſped a blac 


wand, which he always employed when he in- 
tended to darken the ſkies, or cauſe the earth 


to tremble, and then went in purſuit of Atraca 
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who had again retired into the wood, and when 
he had overtaken. her he touched her thrice « 
with his wand, and as often repeated a ſet of ma- 
gic words. My daughter, who had not quitted 
her bow, attempted to draw an arrow out of 
her quiver, that ſhe might be capable of de- 
fending herfelt ; but ſhe ſoon perceived, to her 
inexpreſſible ſur riſe, that her bow and arrows 
with her beaurifol flow of hair, and the cinc- 
ture ſhe. wore, began to chauge into a thick 
and ſhaggy ſkin which covered all her body. 
Her taper fingers bended into crooked claws ; 
ſhe attempted to ſpeak, but alas | ſhe attempt- 
ed. in vain; her voice was no longer obedient 
to her will, and ſhe was unable to utter any 
human ſounds expreſſive of her grief. She 
could only form a dreadful threatning cry with 
which ſhe herlelf was terrified; and when ſhe 
ſurveyed her ſhape; ſhe ſaw that ſhe was en⸗ 
lirely transformedinto a bear. 

In the mean time T waited impatiently for 
the return of my dear Attaca; but at length 
yhen I neither {ſaw her nor heard any tidings 
of her, I entered into the wood, and there 
beheld my daughter changed into the brutal | 
form in which ſhe ſtill appears. | 


* 
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It is inipoſible fo me to deſcribe the for- 
ow that oppreſſed my ſoul at this deplorable 


ceident. I ſuffered all the agonies with which 
the 
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the ſentiments of nature can affect a tender 
father who has loſt his beloved daughter. In 
vain did I repeat all the ſecrets of my art, to 


reſtore her to her natural form; every incan- 
tation I had recourſe to was unavailing. I en- 


deavoured, as to little purpoſe, to keep her 
near me; ſhe fled from my preſence as if I had 
been her moſt dangerous enemy, and I vainly 
followed her through wogds, and over rocks 
and mountains, whilft ſhe ſtill eluded my anxi- 


ous concern for her welfare, and would never 


permit me to approach her. She began to 
bound over the earth with all the fury of a 
lioneſs, hg bears along with her the ſhaft that 
has deeply wounded her: the forced her way 
through wilds that ſeemed impaſſable, and 
where no tract was viſible to the eye. Her 


rapidity was not to be abated by any obſtacle 


that rnb in her wa . ſhe climbed the fees 


rocks with a ſurpriſing agility, and ſprung 
from one precipice to another as if ſhe had been 
aided with wings. am en 
I was, at laſt overwhelmed with affliction, 
and found myſelf ſo diſpirited by the fatigue 1 
had undergone, that I was compelled to diſ. e 
continue my ineffectual purſuit. A thouſand 
times was I tempted to end my miſerable days 
by death, and I. determined to aſcend ths 
higheſt rock, and precipitate myſelf into the 
depth. beneath me : but I was reſtrained from 
utting that deſign into execution by an appre: 
— of offending the gods, from 4 
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had received the life I enjoyed, and who 


tender 
er. In done had a right to deprive me of it, without 
art, to ¶ the imputation of any crime. Amidſt this agi- 
incan-. ¶ tation of my ſoul, I funk down on the flowery 
I en- Wedge of a fountain, intermixing my tears 
ep her vith the pure ſtream, and deploring my miſ- 
if T had fortune for ſeveral days, without taking the 
vainly ¶ neceſſary ſuſtenance of life, or ſuffering ſleep to 
r rocks Mclole my eyes; till at laſt, violently preſſed 
y anz. Wvith hunger, and much more by deſpair, I 
d never ¶ determined to have recourſe to ſubmiſſion, the 
egan to lat lawful expedient that the unfortunate can 
ry of a Wcall to their affiſtance. With that intention I 
aft that immediately directed my ſteps to the habitation 
her way Wo! the magician, whoſe cruel enchantment had 


le, and Noccaſioned all my woe; and I implored him 
. Het In the moſt humble and moving language 1 


obſtacle MWeould utter, to reſtore my dear and unhappy 
_— fone boon 4A wary Aorlingnre awe The — 
8 IGUATILCE LU LALY ULCLLLAIgS wgye* = 24% ern ren RD 
| ſprung nan beheld me with a ſtern inſenſibility of my 
ad been Whrrows, and his unrelenting diſpoſition was 


ot to be wrought upon by the fervent ſuppli- 


fliction, tions I poured out in the anguiſh of my ſoul. 
atigue I then fell proſtrate at his feet, in hopes that 
to dil. of humility would make ſome impreſſion 
houſand pon him; but when I perceived it was alto- 
ble days Wether ineffectual, Satiate; ſaid I, your re- 
end tie ſfpenge then with the deſpair of awretched father, 
into thehnd enjoy the cruel ſatisfaction of beholdin 
ed iron he fink under an inſupportable weight 
n appre Miſery ! | 
whom 

had Theſe 
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Theſe words were interrupted by ſighs that 
I had no power to ſuppreſs, and my face was 
entirely bathed in tears. I ſtill lay, at the ma- 
gician's feet, and that moving ſight gained 
upon him much more than all my prayers and 
importunity; for the barbarian, after he had 
ſufficiently gratified his reſentment with my 
tears, ſeemed to be touched with ſome com- 

aſſion at my grief and ſubmiſſive humility, 
He ſtretched out his hand to raiſe me from 
the earth, and beheld me with an aſpect of le 
ſeverity than he firſt aſſumed. Ah! unhappy 
father, ſaid he, how couldſt thou preſume to 
appear in this place, and what could induce 
thee to venture into the preſence of a man, 
who as_thou.doſt well know, is irritated by 
a juſt indignation? Haſt thou then forgotten 
; that lam a father as well as thyſelf, and a fi- 
ther greatly injured in the moſt - ſenſible and 
tender part? Surely thy breaſt conceals a heart 
of adamant, or thou couldſt never be ſo in- 
ſenſible of the anguiſh I ſuſtain. For my 
part, I was ſoon wrought upon by compaſſion, 
when I beheld thy unhappy ſtate, and was un- 
able to prevail upon myſelf to make thee ſuffer 
for thy daughter's crime. What crime, my 


lord, ſaid I, has my daughter been ſo untor- 
tunate to commit? She appears but too guilty, 
replied the magician, to a ſorrowful father, 
whom ſhe has for ever deprived of an only ſon. 
But that ſon, ſaid I, was a raſh young man, 
who had mortally injured her by the _— 
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1s that Hof her honour, and can you poſſibly think fo 
de was Mimpious an action could deſerve a leſs puniſh- 
hne ma. ment than death? I have no intention to ex- 
gained Micouate my ſon's offence, replied Mauli, with 


ers and 
he had Hof your daughter for creating me a grief which 
th my ill embitter the remainder of my days. If 


> com- be has been able to revenge the inſult offered 
mility, Mio bet virgin purity, ſhall I be debarred from | 


> from paniſhing the injury I ſuſtain from her bar- 
t of le Moarity ? Alas! continued he, there is an un- 
nhappy Npeakable difference between your affliction and 
fume to ine; you have at leaſt, the ſatisfaction of 


_ induceMOhring well aſſured that your daughter is ſtill 
a man, lire, and may entertain hopes that ſhe will 
rated by ne day be reſtored to her natural form, and 
rgotten prove the ſolace of your declining years; 
nd a fi- Nut I ſhall never more behold my deareſt ſon; 
ible and Heath cruelly denies me that ſweet felicity, and 
a heart s for ever ſnatched him from his unfortunate , 
Yo {o in- lather, : 
For my The gleam of hope which this diſcourſe of 
1paſſion, he magician cauſed to dawn within me, com- 
was un-{Moled in ſome degree the diſorder of my ſoul; 
ce ſuffer ut as I was deſirous to be ſatisfied whether I | 
me, might really depend on what he had intimated 
© unfor· me; How can I poſſibly flatter myſelf, 


uilty, 
] 1 Father, kighter i in her primitive form, and what rea- 


only ſon. In have I to believe ſhe will ever be in a con- 


ing man, tion to afford me the conſolation [99 have 
violationntioned ? Your daughter, replied he, mult 
ol | continue 


i ſigh; but I certainly have reaſon to complain 


ud I, with any expectation of beholding my 
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continue in the ſhape of the animal ſhe noy 
appears to be, till ſome man, who is deſcended 
from the race of the prophets, ſhall be ena- ¶ cha. 
moured of her in that form, and the moment ¶ jou 
that event ſhall happen, the enchantment I Hinte. 
have fixed upon her will entirely ceaſe ; you Mhave 
will then be permitted to break the charm, and Now 
I will furniſh you with ſufficient power for Wb 1: 
that effect: but remember that I enjoin you {Mdaug 
to leave upon her ſome exterior mark of her L 
preſent transformation, though I allow you a Wrepli 
free choice where to fix it. I will content my- 
ſelf with this ſlight inſtance of my revenge, 
and as I ſhall then diſpoſe myſelf to forget the 
injury I have received from her, ſo I ſolemnly 
promiſe that I will never moleſt her for the 
future. - 

This diſcourſe immediately diſſipated all the 
fond hopes I had conceived, and I thought it 
an abſolute impoſſibility that any man could 
ever be found, whoſe heart would be of that 
peculiar caſt, as to be affected with any tender- 
neſs for an animal of that unpleaſing appear- 
ance : but heaven, contrary to my expecta- 
tions, has at laſt permitted me to enjoy that 
happy moment, and the gracious gods would 
not permit my tears and deſpair to ſink me i 
down to my or It is to thoſe propitious 
beings that I owe my knowledge of your 

rion, and the paſt circumſtances of your 

ife, and they condeſcend to inform me that 
the affectionate careſſes of my daughter inſpired 
| | you 
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he now you with a fondneſs for her even in that ſava 
ſcended hape, and that you paſſionately deſired a 
be ena · ¶ change either of her form or your own, that 
noment ¶ jou might be united to her by the endearing 
ment I Mintercourſe of mutual love. You yourſelf 
e; you bave made me the ſame declaration, and I will 
m, and Wnow procure you the ſatisfaction you have 
wer for Wo long languiſhed after, by reſtoring my 
oin you {daughter to her natural form. 
of her MW Let me firſt deſire you to acquaint me, 
v you a {Wreplied my brother, what part of the animal 
ent my- {Wjou intend to leave your daughter, for ſhould 
evenge, Ide mark be too apparent, I am 7 | 
get the {that it will render her an object of horror, or 
lemnly Nexpoſe her at leaſt, to the deriſion of all who 
for the hall happen to behold her. To prevent that 
3 much as poſſible, replied Capailu, I think 


d all the Wit would be. moſt proper to leave a lock of that 

ought it Nreature upon ſome part of my daughter's 

a could Nead, where it may be in a great meaſure. 
of that Meoncealed by the flow of her own hair; and I 
' tender- Im perſuaded this little deformity will be fo 
appear- Woltand confounded in the intermixture of her 
>xpecta- Nreſſes, that it will ſcarce be viſible to the moſt 
joy that Furious eye. Huanac was perfectly ſatisfied 
s would With this expedient, and already began to flat- 


ſink me 
opitious 
of your 


er himſelf that this ſmall imperfection would 
v7, be a foil to the beauty of his future 


of your © In the mean time, Capallu ſought among 
me that Wie herbage for a certain plant whoſe virtues 
- inſpired Pere favourable to his purpoſe, and when he 

you at 
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at laſt had diſcovered it, he gathered it from MM int 
the ſtalk, and applied it to the forehead of his IM the 
daughter, and at the ſame time uttered feve- IM tha 
ral magical words. The animal at that inſtant WW inte 
ſprung up upon her hind feet; her body taper- I oth 
ed into the moſt delicate ſhape ; her neck be- I in a 
came beautifully rounded, and roſe upon a W thei 
boſom that gently ſwelled into the ſofteſt at- ( 
trations; her head was finiſhed with the ſame IW pair 
perfection, and all her features were arranged WI an 
in the compleateſt ſymmetry; her cheeks were W natic 
tinctured with a roſy glow; her eyes became ¶ pine 
enliven'd\ with the pureſt luſtre, and all theſe ¶ unio 
charms” were ſoftened by à flowing ſhade of Whear 
the fineſt hair in the world, that deſcended in 
waving rings to her ſlender waiſt; her ſkin 
was whiter than the downy plumage of ſwans, 
and her whole perſon was a profuſion of beau- 
ties that rendered her altogether irreſiſtible. 
My brother was loſt in admiration at the 
amiable prodigy he 'ſaw effected; he could 
hardly preſume to credit his own eyes, and 
was for ſome moments, tempted to look up- 
on the pleaſing wonder before him as a bright 
illuſion. But when he had recovered himſelf 
from the firſt impreſſions of his aſtoniſhment, 
he felt his heart ſoften into tenderneſs the more 
he beheld the lovely Attaca, and it was no 
longer poſſible for him to doubt the reality of 
what he then ſaw, They converſed together, 
for ſome time in the endearing language of 
the eyes, and exchanged the moſt expreſſive 
9% 217% a tern 27 01 7 anon 
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intimations of their mutual deſires. When 
they had ſufficiently indulged themſelves in 
that gentle converſe, they began the pleaſing 
intercourſe of ſpeech, and teſtified to each 
other their tranſports, to behold themſelves, 
in a ſtate ſo conformable to the ardours of 
their paſſion. | 

Capallu was charmed to hear the youthful 
pair unfold the tender ſentiments of their ſouls; 
am ſenſible, ſaid he, of your mutual incli- 
nations, and now that I may render your hap- 
pineſs as compleat as poſſible, I conſent to the 
union you ſo ardently deſire, and only wait to 
hear your reciprocal vows of unchangeable 
affection to each other. The two lovers ſoon 
gave him full ſatisfaction in that particular. 
After which the magician addreſſing himſelf to 
the fair Attaca; Daughter, ſaid he, you may 
how preſent your hand to the youthful Huanac 
without the leaſt repugnance ; his birth gives 
lim a ſufficient title to your perſon, and he has 
rendered himſelf ſtill more meritorious by the 
onal ſervice you have fo lately received from 
Im; and you my dear Huanac, continued 
e, may you always think your happineſs riſes 
rom the alliance you this day deſire with ſo 
uch ardour. I willingly accept you for my 
dn. in- law, and reſign my daughter to your 
Ims with the ſincereſt joy; for I had rather 
ltow her upon a perſon of your virtue and 
erit, than give her to the moſt potent magi- 
an in the univerſe. 
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This was all the ceremony that paſſed be- 
tween them upon this happy occaſion, and the 
beauteous Attaca, by this mutual conſent, was 
eſpouſed to my brother; after which they 
immediately repaired to the habitation of Ca- 
pallu, where they paſſed ſome time ia all the 
Joys and tranquillity that flow from mutual 
love. They had no longer any apprehenſion 
of the magician Mauli, nor had he the leaſt in- 
clination to diſturb their innocent repoſe. He 
even ſeemed to have entirely forgotten the 
death of his ſon, whom he had formerly la- 
mented with ſuch immoderate ſorrow ; and 
could now behold Capallu, with his fair 
daughter and her ſpouſe, without any emotion 
of diſpleaſure. -But though he had brought 
himfelf to this eaſy diſpoſition, his wife {till 
continued implacable in her reſentment ; and 
the averſion ſhe had conceived againſt Attaca, 
and all thoſe who were related to her, or had 
any ſatisfaction in her welfare, was of ſuch an 
untractable nature, that it was not to be dimi- 


niſhed by time itſelf, which uſually wears out 


ſuch impreſſions ; and it could not poſſibly be 
ſatisfied by any other attonement than the de- 
ſtruction of its object. How frequently did 
ſhe importune her huſband to gratify her re- 
venge by the death of the unfortunate Attaca 
But the generous Mauli obſerved the ſtricteſt 
punctuality in his paſt engagement to Capallu, 
and all her ſolicitations could not prevail upon 
him to violate it in the leaſt inſtance He had 

| X formerly 
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d be. MW formerly promiſs'd, that he would no more 
nd the moleſt Attaca when ſhe had regained her na- 
t, was tural form. And as he was now fully ſatisfied 
1 they with the puniſhment he had already inflicted 
of Ca- on that amiable perſon, he thought it unrea- 
all the ſonable to indulge himſelf in any other ſeve- 
mutual rity for an offence which time, and the true 
enſons M circumſtances of the action, inclined him to 
eaſt in- M conſider as very excuſable. 

s | Hy In the mean time Sunqui, for that was the 
en the name of the magician's wife, was perpetually 
erly la- tormenting herſelf with raging paſſions, and 
„; and exclaiming at the pretended impunity of At- 
his fait taca's crime. Who, ſaid ſhe to her huſband, 
emotion will hereafter have the leaſt awe for your pow- 


brought I ©, when ſhe who murdered your ſon not only 
wife {till lives unpuniſhed but inſolently triumphs at 
at ; and your affliction ? All the young perſons of the 
Attaca, other ſex are daily paying homage to her 
or had beauty, and ſhe is regarded through the whole 
* ſuch ao extent of your dominions as a viſible divinity. 
be dimi- 1s this then the penalty ſhe ought to ſuffer for 


zears out the injury we have received from her proud 
o ſſibly be cruelty ? But if you can degenerate into this 
n the de · ¶ unmanly patience, I am determined to purſue 
ently didi the gay criminal with a vengeance not to be 
y her re- eluded ; and though my deſtruction ſhould be 
Attaca l involved in the fall of my enemy, it is my fixed 
e ſtricteſt reſolution that ſhe ſhall die. 
Capallu, In vain did the magician employ all the 
vail upon Power of perſuaſion, to calm the impetuous 
He hadi diſpoſition of his wife; all the reaſons he urged 
former K 2 loſt 
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loſt their effect, and that barbarous woman 
continued as inflexible as ever. Do not the 
gods themſelves, ſaid ſhe, auchorize our reſent- 
ment and revenge by their own example? [ ac- 
knowledge, replied he, that the gods have 
frequently their provocations to anger and ven- 
geance : but they always inflict their puniſh- 
ments with a gracious moderation, and are 
never implacable in their diſpleaſure. Inſtead 
of imitating frail mortals by giving a full ca- 
reer to their wrath, they often pardon the of. 
fence, and are ſatisfied with the penitence of 
the criminal. Nay, they ſometimes puniſh 
the moſt flagrant crimes with a ſeverity tem- 

red with the mildeſt mercy ; and this is the 
noble plan by which I have regulated myſelf 
with reſpect to Attaca. I am ſatisfied with the 
puniſhment ſhe has formerly experienced, and 
with that mark of my vengeance which ſhe 
now carries about her. And what mark of 
your vengeance have you fixed upon her;? in- 
terrupted Sunqui, with a diſdainful ſmile. 
Are the charms that adorn her perſon the 
vengeful preſent you have made her, and is it 
thus that your reſentment diſplays its. great 
effects? I cannot think it adviſable, replied 
the magician, to ſatisfy your curioſity in this 
particular; and it is ſufficient if I aſſure you 
that her puniſhment is real, though I have not 
expoſed it to public view, I will never ſuffer 
myſelf to be amuſed in this manner, ſaid the 


vehement Sunqui, and I am determined to 
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know what particular mark Attaca bears of 
your boaſted vengeance, I muſt not conſent 
to afford you that ſatisfaction, replied Mauli, 
tor I am very ſenſible, that if I ſhould be pre- 
vailed upon to gratify your curioſity, the diſ- 
covery I ſhould make to you would not long 
remain a ſecret, and I am reſolved not to have 
any thing publiſhed that would expoſe Attaca 
to the ridicule of the whole nation, You ex- 
ceedingly deceive yourſelf, retorted Sunqui, 
ii you imagine you can impoſe upon me with 
this cold artifice; I am now convinced that I 
am betrayed, and have too much reafon to 
believe that you are paſſionately in love with 
Attaca. My bed is diſhonoured by your per- 
hdy. Yes, continued ſhe, I ſwear by the 
great Rimac, that you have been falſe to your 
conjugal vows, and if you do not immediately 
inform me what mark of your vengeance At- 
taca now wears, I will look upon you for the 
future as a baſe adulterer, and will for ever 
withdraw myſelf from your hateful preſence. 


HOUR LUV. 


Mauli was now ſenſible that it would be 
Impoſſible for him to eaſe his wife of her new 
ſuſpicions, unleſs he acquainted her with the 
whole myſtery of his proceeding. If you will 
promiſe me, ſaid he, not to diſcloſe the ſecret 
you would have me to impart to you, I will 
give you a particular deſcription of the mark 1 

K 3 have 
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have fixed upon Attaca. I give you my ſo- 
lemn aſſurance of ſecrecy, replied ſhe, and you 
may now ſaſely entruſt me with the diſcovery, 
You know, ſaid the magician, with what re- 
ſtrictions I transformed Attaca into a bear, 
and the gods have been pleaſed at laſt to ſend 
her a deliverer. For my part I did not once 
oppoſe her being reſtored to her proper form, 
and only enjoined her father to reſer ve upon 
her perſon ſome mark of the transformation to 
which I had doomed her. Ah! what mark, 
interrupted Sunqui, with an air of rage and 
impatience, tell me what mark thou hat left 
her? It is only a lock of that animal's hair, 
replied Mauli, which now grows upan her 
head, and Attaca will retain that part of 2 
bear as long as ſhe lives. O exquiſite ! cried 
qui, with a loud and malignant laugh, O 
the delightful vengeance you have taken for 
the death of your don ! Attaca wears the lock 
of a bear upon her head ! This ſure muſt be a 
ſufficient conſolation to an afflicted mother 
who has loſt her only ſon, and I can never 
tax you with injuſtice, fince you have puniſhed 
Attaca with the ſhagged tuft of a bear. 
Sunqui repeated thoſe malicious words ſo 
often, and always pronounced them with ſuch 
a ſhrill voice, that her huſband was in great 
apprehenſions leſt any of the domeſtics ſhould 
happen to hear her; for which reaſon he ear- 
neſtly entreated ther to ſpeak in a ſofter tone, 


and not to forget her promiſe to keep the ſe- 
| cret 
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y fo- ret with which he had entruſted her. Bur 
4 you alas! it was then too late for her to be ſilent; 
very. almoſt every ſervant in the palace had already 
at ire. heard her exclamations, and been officious 
bear, enough to repeat them after her. Some of 


* them even went out into the public ſtreets, 
8 and made the ſame declaration to every per- 
form, ben they met in their way; ſo that Sunqui was 
upon I not long incommoded with the ſecret, but was 
aon to N exccedingly delighted to find herſelf diſengag- 
mark. ed, as ſhe imagined, from her promiſe. She 
e and now appeared indefatigable in the gratification 
alt left of her revenge, and acquainted all who came 
s hair, No vifit her with Attaca's misfortune; and 
n her I ſuch were the impreſſions diffuſed among the 
* of people by this account, that wheneyer my 
| cried I brother, or his wife, or even Capallu himſelf, 
gh, O NN * peared in public, the univerſal cry was, 
= fas ttaca wears the lock of a bear, which was 
conſtantly repeated till they were out of fight. 
it be a The unfortunate pair were ſo extremely 
mother | ſhocked to ſee themſelves thus expoſed to the 
never deriſion of a vile populace, that they deter- 
uniſhed mined to withdraw themſelves as ſoon as poſſi - 
| ble from ſuch inſults. After ſome conſide- 
4rds ſo tation, they reſolved to ſeek a more agreeable 
ih ſuch reſidence, and baniſh themſelves from a caun- 
in great try where they perpetually ſuffered ſuch cruel 
' ſhould I mortifications. With this intention, they quit- 
he -car- ted the manſion of Capallu by night, that the 
ans, darkneſs might the better conceal their deſign, 
[the ſe- and after they had paſſed through ſeveral un- 
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frequented foreſts, and wandered for many 
days from one ſolitude to another, they at 
laſt arrived in the province of Hattun Rucana, 
where they found a ſpacious grotto which was 
then uninhabited, and ſeemed to offer them a 
very commodious habitation, It was agree- 
ably ſeated on the bank of a running ſtream, 
and at a little diſtance from a pleaſant wood, 
which were two advantages that greatly recom- 
mended the ſituation, the water being plenti- 
fully ſtored with fiſh, and the thickets aboun- 
ing with vaygety of choice game. They were 
likewiſe not far from a little rural neighbour- 
hood, where they had an opportunity of amu- 
ſing themſelves whenever they pleaſed, with 
the converſation of the hoſpitable inhabitants, 
Theſe inviting accommodations induced the 
two travellers to fix their dwelling in this 
place, where they now flattered themſelves 
they might paſs the remainder of their days in 
tranquillity, and free from the inſolence that 
had driven them from their former habitation. 
J might add to this, that their ſatisfaction 
ſeemed fully compleated by the pregnancy of 
Attaca. Bur alas! when fortune has once taken 
a reſolution to perſecute poor mortals, no 
ſolitude is obſcure enough to cover them from 
her reſentment, and her unrelenting cruelty 1s 
not to be eluded by any precautions of the 
wiſeſt of the ſons of men. 

One day, when my brother and his fair 
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bank of the river, with ſome of their friends, 
their ears were ſuddenly alarmed with a voice 
from the top of a neighbouring tree, and 
which pronounced, . with a very articulate tone, 
theſe words; Attaca wears the lock of a bear. 
All the company were ſtruck with aſtoniſh- 
ment at this unexpected interruption of their 
innocent pleaſure, and endeavoured to diſco- 
ver from whence the ſound, which reſembled 
a human voice, proceeded, But the unfortu- 
nate Attaca was ſo affected with thoſe dread - 
ful accents, that ſhe breathe à deſpairing 
hgh, and reclining her head on the boſom' of 
her dear Huanac, immediately fainted away in 
his arms. The deſolate huſband and his 
friends gave her all the aſſiſtance in their 
power, and at laſt recovered, her from the ſtate 
of inſenſibility into which ſhe had ſunk. But 
this relief only prepared her for new pangs, 
tor ſhe no ſooner came to herſelf, but her ears 
were tortured with the repetition of thoſe fatal 
words that had ſo diſcompoſed her a few mo- 
ments before. Her heart was rent with ſighs, 
and her radiant eyes ſeemed diſſolved in tears; 
and as the voice was perpetually repeating the 
lame odious accents, Artaca loſt all remains 
vt patience. She ſurveyed the tree very atten- 
tively, and at laſt diſcovered a parrot who had 
taken his ſtand on one of the loftieſt boughs. 
Her provocation at this ſight was inexpreſſi- 
ble, and when ſhe had caught up her bow in 


tae firſt tranſport of her fury; Inſolent creature, 
K 5 laid 
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not only the parrots, but innumerable tribes 
of other birds, both great and ſmall, aſſem- 
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ſaid ſhe, thou haſt had the preſumption to 

offend me, but all the powers in nature ſhall not 
rote&t thee from the vengeance of my ſhafr, 

The effect was exactly agreeable to the menace; 


| 
for the arrow pierced the feathered babbler thro? 
the body, and he fell down dead ar the foot of 

a 


the tree. 

My brother and his friends were employing 
all their perſuaſions to relieve the dejected 
Attaca from the melancholy that oppreſſed 
her, when a flight of the ſame birds ſettled 
upon the trees, and repeated the language of 
their dead companion. All the wood reſound- 
ed with thoſe deteſtable accents ; the melodious 
notes that lately warbled among the waving 
branches, were no longer heard; and now, 


bled from all quarters, and in loud cries, that 
were intelligible to my brother and his wife, 
as well as to their company, mutually told 
each other that Attaca wore the lock of a bear, 
This aſtoniſhing prodigy was regarded by 
ſeveral perſons in the company as ſome extra- 
ordinary declaration from the gods themſelves, 
who, by the miniſtration of the animals, 
revealed Attaca's ſhametul ſtate. Some took 
the liberty to expreſs their ſentiments of this 
event in very ludicrous language and morti- 
fying raillery. Others teſtified rheir contempt 
of her perſon, by declining her company upon 
all occaſions, and her molt intimate and - beſt 
| friends 
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friends were at a loſs what to think of this 
ſtrange affair; for if they could not eaſily 
perſuade themſelves that Attaca was in the 
condition intimated by birds, yet the conſtant 
and univerſal cry of thoſe animals created ſome 
ſuſpicions in their minds which they were un- 
able to clear up to their ſatisfaction. 

Some of them, at laſt, came to a reſolution 
either to verify or diſprove this imputed fact 
by ocular demonſtration, that they might no 
longer be perplexed with the uncertainty under 
which they laboured; and they neglected no 
opportunity to ſucceed in their deſign. They 
privately followed her wherever ſhe went, and 
obſerved all her motions with the ſtricteſt at- 
tention, They viſited every ſolitude to which 
ſhe uſed to retreat, in hopes to find her aſlee 
in ſome ſequeſtered ſhade, or to ſurpriſe her in 
any other unguarded moment, when ſhe would 
be unable to elude their curioſity z but all 
their endeavours {till proved ineffectual. At 
laſt, a party of young men reſolved to have 
recourſe to violence, in order to obtain the 
atis faction they defired; and with that view, 
they all aſſembled at the door of her grotto, 
and called her by her name. Attaca, who 
little ſuſpected their ungenerous - intentions, 
had no ſooner made her appearance, than ſhe 
found herſelf ſurrounded by them in ſuch a 
manner, that it was impoſſible for her to eſcape. 
The inhuman croud immediatciy ſeized her, 
and, without the leaſt conſideration of the 

K 6 reſpect 
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reſpect due to her ſex, uſed their utmoſt efforts 
to gratify their inſolent curioſity. The beaute- 
ous Attaca reſiſted violence for ſome time, till at 
laſt the elegant plumage in which her hair was 
collected, fell from her head, and expoſed the 
delicate flow of her diſhevelled treſſes to the 
view of thoſe barbarians, who immediately diſ- 
covered the fatal lock, and were now convinced 
that the birds had uttered nothing but the reality. 
The abandoned wretches burſt into a loud peal 
of laughter at their ſucceſs, and as they retired, 
made the grot echo with this exclamation, 

Attaca has indeed the lock of a bear. 
The unfortunate wife of Huanac was fired 
with a juſt indignation at the affront ſhe had 
received, and reſolved to avenge herſelf by 
the death of thoſe preſumptuous young men. 
She ſprung with a ſurpriſing ſwiftneſs to her 
grotto, and ſeizing her bow and arrows, im- 
mediately puriued her enemies, and in a few 
moments beheld herſelf near enough to them 
to execute her intended revenge. She then 
drew an arrow from her quiver, and launched 
it at one of thoſe inſolent wretches with ſo 
much vigour, that it entered at his back and 
pierced him through the heart. His com- 
panions at this diſmal ſpectacle, faced their 
beauteous foe,” when a ſecond ſhaft, directed 
by her unerring eye, planted itſelf in the boſom 
of another of their number, and laid him dead 
on the earth. This was immediately followed 
by a third, which produced the fame fatal 
1 effect, 
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effect, and as ſhe was preparing to diſcharge 
the fourth, a large ſtone whirl'd by an in- 
viſible hand, ſtruck her in the middle of the 
forehead, and fo violent was the blow, that 
ſhe ſunk down in the duſt the inſtant” ſhe re- 
ceived it. The blood guſhed in a purple ſtream 
from her wound, and her ſoul was ready to 
take its eternal flight from her pale lips. 
While this ſcene of death was tranſacting, 
my brother, who knew nothing of the inſult 
that had been offered to his wite, nor of the 
combat wherein ſhe was engaged, departed 
from his grot to ſeek his beloved conſort, and 
when he had wandered for ſome time among 
the ſolitudes ſhe uſed to frequent, he perceived 
a human form ſtretched on the earth and bathed 
in its flowing blood. This melancholy ſpec- 
tacle raiſed his compaſſion, and he was not a 
little diſpleaſed to ſee ſuch an inſtance of bar- 
barity ; but who can deſcribe the agitations of 
his ſoul, when upon a nearer approach he caſt 
his eyes on his beloved Attaca ! His grief at 
firſt exceeded all the bounds of moderation, 
but when he conſidered that it was altogether 
unavailing, he endeavoured to calm it with 
the aſſiſtance of reaſon and manly reſolution 
and as he was ſenſible that Attaca was reduced 
to this condition by ſome inhuman enemies, 
he directed his view all around him to diſco- 
ver the authors of his fad calamity, and ſoon 
beheld them in their diftant flight. He 
now breathed nothing but revenge, and im- 
mediately 
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mediately purſued them with a rage that gave 
wings to his ſpeed; and as he was armed with 
a bow and arrows, he aſſaulted them with ſo 
much ſucceſs, that he ſoon killed and wound- 
ed ſeveral of their number; and he continued 
the attack with ſo much vigour, that he at laſt 
laid them all dead on the earth. 

Huanac, when he had compleated this ef. 
fect of his reſentment, returned to the place 
where he had left his murdered wife, and then 
gave a looſe to his ſorrow and deſpair ; he tote 
the hair from his head, and caſting himſelf on 
her breathleſs body, waſhed it with his tears, 
and mingled them with the blood that flowed 
from her wound. 

Whilſt he was thus indulging himſelf in his 
deſpair, Capallu, who by the aſſiſtance of his 
art Was - acquainted with the death of his 
daughter, arrived at the place where the dil- 
conſolate huſband was overwhelmed with the 
anguiſh of his ſoul. My fon, ſaid he, claſp- 


ing him in his arms and melting into tears, 


you have now loſt a faithful companion who 


was qualified to render your life perfectly hap- 
Py, and I am unfortunately deprived of a 
daughter whom I tenderly loved. I am under 
no difficulty to diſcover; from whence the fatal 
blow came, for I am ſenſible it proceeded, from 
the cruel hand of Sunqui. This barbarous 
woman, after ſhe had compelled my daughter 
and you. to abandon my houſe, and fly from 
that inhoſpitable country, was not * 
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with that inſtance of her revenge, but purſued 
you with unrelenting rage to the ſolitude you 
had choſen for your retreat, and her hatred was 
increaſed by ſome particular tidings ſhe had 
heard. Her huſband had informed her of the 
pregnancy of your wife, which inflamed her 
with the ſtrangeſt jealouſy that ever infected 
2 human breatt. Is it poſſible then, cried ſhe, 
that T ſhould have the mortification to ſee her 
become a parent, who has deprived me of all 
hope of leaving any poſterity behind me ! No, 
am determined this ſhall never be, and may I 
no longer be regarded as the wife of the potent 
Mauli, if I do not exterminate the mother and 
her iſſue. 

When ſhe had ended theſe inhuman excla- 
mations, ſhe immediately aroſe from her ſeat 
and preſented herſelf betore her huſband, and 
after ſhe had diſcourſed with him for ſome time 
upon indifferent ſubjects, ſhe turned her con- 
rerſation very artfully to Attaca. This poor 
woman, ſaid ſhe, is now with child, it would 
have been barbarouus to have deſtroyed her in 
that condition, and I am extremely concerned . 
at the accident which obliged her to retire 
from our dominions. : 

Mauli was perſuaded by this diſcourſe that 
his wife had no longer any intention to moleſt 
Attaca. I am greatly delighted, ſaid he, with 
the compaſſion you expreis for that unfortu- 
nate perſon ; and though the injury we have 
received from her is according to all appear- 
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ances irretrievable, yet we ſhould be unjuſt to 
complain of her proceeding. A virtuous 
maiden who is armed with proper weapons to 
revenge an inſult, is not to be condemned for 
ſhedding the blood of her raviſher, and expiat- 
ing by death the violence he offered. Sunqui 
pretended to entertain the ſame opinion, and 
then changing the converſation to a different 
ſubject, ſhe intreated her huſband to grant her 
one requeſt without mentioning any particu- 
lars. I am willing to indulge you in your de- 
fire, ſaid Mauli, provided what you aſk be 
not prejudicial to any perſon whatever. On 
this condition you may demand what you 
pleaſe without the leaſt fear of a refuſal. You 
yourſelf ſhall judge, replied Sunqui, whether 
my requeſt can poſſibly be injurious to any 
mortal, but you muſt firſt {wear to grant me 
what I deſire. This I will:ngly conſent to, ſaid 
Mauli, upon the terms I have already intimated, 
and I therefore ſwear by the great Rimac the 
awful avenger of perjury. 


HOUR LV. 


When the magician had taken this Tolemn 
oath, Sunqui continued her diſcourſe in this 
manner; I deſire you would enabie me to give 
language to the birds, and cauſe the (ak 
whatever I would have them utter. 
who had not any ſuſpicion of the uſe his wate 
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intended to make of this power, complied with 
her demand without the leaſt heſitation. 
Sunqui, who was now elated with a malig- 
nant pride at the new prerogative ſhe had ac- 
quired, wrapped herſelf in a cloud, and quit- 
ting her huſband's palace proceeded immedi- 
ately to the foreſts of. Hattun Rucana. Ar 
her arrival thither ſhe cauſed all the birds of 
every Ipecies to aſſemble around her, and 
taught them to pronounce thoſe words that 
have proved ſo fatal to our repoſe, and ſo ca- 
lamitous to my dear unhappy daughter; and 
when ſne had ſufficiently inſtructed them in 
the part they were to perform, ſhe commanded 
them to diſcontinue their uſual ſongs, and to 


utter only theſe words, Attaca has the lock 


of a bear. You are not ignorant, continued 
Capallu, of the fatal accidents that have ſince 
happened, and therefore I ſhall not waſte any 
time in repeating them. | 
Alas! my dear father, replied Huanac, we 
both were born to ſuffer a moſt deplorable 
deſtiny ! That, indeed, 1s not to be doubted 
my ſon, faid Capallu ; but, however, ſince 
ve have 1t in our power to avenge ourſelves 
for the injuries we have received, we ought to 
ule the proper means to that effect. The in- 
human Sunqui has given us a ſpecimen how 
ffences are to be puniſhed, and ſhe has taught 
ls by the conceſſion into which ſhe betrayed 
er huſband, that artifice 1s a proper expedient 
0 be employed, when we are not in a condi- 
tion 
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I am 
therefore determined to defiroy that barbarian 
in her own fraudful manner; and as neither 
ſhe nor her huſband have any power over in- 
ſets and reptiles, 'I intend to aſſume the form 
of a ſerpent for the accompliſhment of my de- 


tion to make our attack by open force. 


ſign. She every day bathes herſelf in a foun- 
tain which I well know, and when I have ſur- 
- prized her there according to my preſent inten- 
tion, I will pierce her body in a thouland 
places, with a ſting that ſhall diffuſe a mortal 
poiſon through all her veins. When this part 
of our revenge is compleated, we will conſi- 
der of proper means to puniſh the other mur— 
derers of your wife. At theſe words Capallu 
diſappeared, and left my brother overwhelmed 
with affliction at the loſs of his beloved Attaca. 

Huanac, after the departure of Capallu, 
dug a grave in the earth, in which he depo- 
ſited the body of his dead wife ; but whilſt he 
was performing this laſt office to her remains, 
he ſaw a troop of young men advancing to- 
wards him with a furious air, and armed with 
ſpears, clubs, and ſtones, to revenge by his 
death their ſlain companions. I now behold 
him, ſaid one of theſe inſolent wretches ; this 
is-the pernicious ſtranger who has murdered 
our friends. At the ſame time he threw a 
huge ſtone at my brother, but the force of the 
blow was happily weakened by the branches 


of the trees, and he only received a ſlight : 
inſtant another Wh; 
oi 


coutuſion. At the ſame 
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of his invaders advanced with an intention to 
cruſh him with the weight of his club, and a 
third prepared to pierce him through the body 
with a lance. 

My brother had inevitably periſhed in this 
unequal combat, if heaven had not preſerved 
him by an unexpected aſſiſtance, A lion of an 
enormous ſize ſprung out of the thick buſhes, 
and placed himſelf between Huanac and his 
enemies. His jaws were covered with foam 
mixed with blood, and he made the wood 
echo with ſuch a dreadful roar, that was capa- 
ble of infuſing terror into the moſt undaunted 
heart. The hoſtile troop ſtarted back in the 
utmoſt conſternation at the ſight of this for- 
midable animal, and were utterly confounded 
dy their fears; ſome endeavoured to ſecure 
tnemſel ves by flight, whilft thoſe who attempt- 
ed to make any reſiſtance were torn in pieces by 
the claws and fangs of the furious ſavage. 
The blood of thoſe miſerable wretches flowed 
in ſuch copious ſtreams, that a crimſon river 
emed to roll through the wood, and the earth 
red to this day with the ſlaughter of that 
combat. 

My brother aſcribed his preſervation from 
the rage of his enemies to the goodneſs of 
the gods, and imagined that he even beheld 
omething divine in the lion who had ſo ſea- 
ſonably aſſiſted him. He ftretched out his 
ums towards him, and was preparing to offer 
um his grateful adorations, when he ſaw him. 
| aſſume 
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aſſume the form of a man, whoſe features were 
very familiar to him. In a word, he beheld, 
with infinite delight, that he was indebted for 
his deliverance to the father of his dear Attaca. 
He threw himſelf at his feet, and embraced 
them with all the tranſports that the ſenſe of 
ſuch an obligation could inſpire, and was at a 
loſs for expreſſions to teſtify the gratitude with 
which his ſoul was affected. 

In the mean time Capallu, whoſe thoughts 
were employed by other cares, raiſed his ſon- 
in-law from the earth, and at the ſame time 
expreſſed himſelf in this manner; The bar. 
barous woman who murdered your uniortu- 
nate wife, has been puniſhed as I lately pro- 
poſed; and ſince my vengeance has been ſo 
effectual againſt her, nothing remains but the 
conſideration of proper methods to chaſtiſe 
the inſolence of the inhabitants of this country 
with equal ſeverity, in order to convince poſ- 
terity, that the deſcendants of the prophets 
are not to be injured with impunity. It 1s 
abſolutely neceſſary to inflict vengeance on all 
thoſe who inhabit this land; for as their crime 
is general, every individual ought to partake 
of the ſame puniſhment. * 

Leave that care to me, I intreat you, ſaid 
my brother, and I will contrive a memorable 
revenge, whole fatal effects ſhall continue 3s 
long as I live. I only deſire that you would 
either render me invulnerable, or elſe cauſe me 
to grow to thoſe dimenſions, as may enable 

me 
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me to devour a man every day. I have taken 
a reſolution to fix my reſidence in this country, 
and as my motive to vengeance is ſo juſt and 
unexceptionable, my principal employment 
ſhall be to puniſh the perfidious cruelty of the 
inhabitants. 

It is impoſſible for me, replied Capallu, to 
refule you any thing you deſire; but as it is 
much eaſier for me to turniſh you with a gigan- 
tic ſhape than to make. you invulnerable, I 
ſhall conſequently prefer the firſt of theſe en- 
chantments. At the ſame time he inclined his 
body towards the earth, and collected a little 
heap of ſand, and then ſcattering it upon the 
head of Huanac ; Be it thy prerogarive, ſaid 
he, to riſe from this moment, to the largeſt 
ſtature in which any mortal ever appeared. 
This command was immediately ſucceeded by 
a ſuitable effect; the head of my brother was 
enlarged in an inſtant to a prodigious ſize; 
his legs were exceedingly lengthened, and his 
vhole body grew to thoſe ſurpriſing dimenſi- 
ons in which he afterwards appeared to the 
inhabitants of Hattun Rucana. His ſtrength 
had likewiſe a proportionable increaſe, and he 
became extremely deſirous to make ſome ex- 
periment of this new acquiſition, He ac- 
Kcordingly tore up a large tree by the roots, 
and ſhattered all the branches with as much 
hcility as a ſtrong man would ſnap the ſlender 
tem of a reed, which had long been withered 
the ſcorching beams of the ſun. 
Huanac 


214 PERUVIAN TALES. 


Huanac was charmed at the extraordinary 
power that was ſo ſuddenly imparted to him, 
and refigned himſelf to the gay tranſports of 
lively joy. He teſtified all imaginable ac- 
knowledgment to his father-in-law for the 
preſent he had received from his complacency ; 
and when the old man had taken his final leave 
of him, in order to return to his own habita- 
tion, my brother prepared to gratify the revenge 
he had premeditated. With this intention, 
he took a progreſs thro* the country, and laid 
the firſt man he met gaſping on the earth, 
after which he immediately devoured him. 
The ſame fate attended the next perſon who 
had the misfortune to preſent himſelf in Hua- 
nac's way, and he was altogether as unmer- The 
ciful to the third. In fine, every mortal who | 
happened to appear before him, became a 
ſacrifice to his unrelenting rage, and all parts 
of the country diſplay*d innumerable marks ot 
his dreadful vengeance. | 

He indulged himſelf in this fatal ſeverity 
for the ſpace of ſeveral years, till at laſt he 
found himſelf ſoftened with the natural ſenti- 
ments of humanity that waked his ſoul, and 
began to reflect with a conſcious ſhame, on 
the many inſtances of his barbarity. If 1 
perſiſt in my revenge, ſaid he, with as little 
remorſe as I have hitherto gratified it, I ſhall 
ſoon extirpate the whole race of mankind. | 
will therefore moderate my reſentment, and 
tho* I am exaſperated by fuch uncommon pro- 
* vocations, 
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rdinary vocations, yet I am determined- to conduct 
o him, myſelf with more lenity for the future; and 


Dorts of Wl fince I am unable to devour more than one 
ble ac- I man each day, I will confine myſelf to the 


for the ¶ deſtruction of a ſingle perſon. I intend, how- 
Cency ; ever, continued he, to compel all thoſe I 


al leave W meet, to relate to me the particular adventures 


habita- they have experienced, and that perſon whoſe 
revenge I hiſtory ſhall appear to me leſs entertaining, 
tention, W ſhall be deſtined for my food, and I will dit- 
ind laid I miſs the reſt in full liberty. This was the 
2 earth, ¶ reſolution that Huanac formed, and he con- 
d him. tinued to obſerve it very punctually to the 


on who day of his death. 
n Hua- 


unmer- The Szquer of the His rok of Prince 


ral who Hovac and the Quzzn of HaTTux 


came ag Rucana. 
ll parts 


narks of Mm. continued YIlapantac, addreſſing 


n his diſcourle to the queen, you are ſenſi- 
ſeverity ble what calamities my brother unhappily 
laſt heW brought upon your ſubjects, not only fince 
al ſenti· ¶ the time you aſiended the throne of your an- 
ul, and ceſtors, but even many years before your birth. 
ume, on He was looked upon through all your domi- 
, It Iffnions as a pernicious monſter, whom the 
as little gods had created in their diſpleaſure, to 
7 I ſhall foread deſolation among, the inhabitants of the 
eind. I earth. And yet, with all the bad qualities 
nt, and i that fo much diſhonoured him, he was a man 


on pro · I deſcended from the ſacred race of the prophets, 
catlons, and 
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and only deviated into cruelty, from what ap. 
peared to him to be a principle of juſtice. His 
ſole intention was to revenge the murder of a 
wite he paſſionately loved, and to retaliate the 
violence that had been inhumanly offered to his 
own perſon. gs 

Ah Yllapantac! interrupted the queen of 
Hattun Rucana, your brother can never be 
conſidered as an innocent perſon. I acknow- 
ledge, indeed, that it was very natural for him 
to be affected with reſentment at the untimely 
death of his wite ; but when he ſuffered him- 
| ſelf to beſo ſtrangely miſguided by his fury, as 
to deſtroy many thouſands of the children of 
men, for the crime of an inconſiderable num- 
ber of the people, his inhumanity became un- 
pardonable, and he diveſted himſelf of all 
pretenſions to mercy. I have the ſame aver- 
ſion to the ſavage pleaſure he enjoyed in de- 
vouring his enemies, and I think it evident, 
that the voice of nature never authorizes mor- 
tals to nouriſh themſelves with human' fleſh, 
On the contrary, ſhe teſtifies the utmoſt repug- 
nance to that barbarity, and the ſecret horror 
with which ſhe inſpires us for that kind of food, 
ought to be regarded as an expreſs admonition 
to abſtain from it, 

And now, continued ſhe, let our conver- 
ſation no longer turn upon your brother, 
whoſe adventures are interwoven with circum- 


ſtances that are very deteſtable : we will return 


to the ſtate of your own affairs, and J am in- 
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at ap- clinable to perſuade myſelf, that I have this 
> Hi; moment entertained a thought which is not 
r of 2 altogether without foundation. If the miſ- 
ate the ¶ fortune you ſuſtained, with reſpect to your 
1 to his marriage with the amiable Chici, is not alto- 

gether to be imputed to any crimes of yours, 
een of yet think you was extremely negligent in 
ever be your endeavour to diſcover the true condition 
know- which the gods required you to perform, in 
or him Norder to accompliſh your future happineſs. . In 
timely Iny opinion you was too credulous, when you 
d him. imagined your abdication to be the very cir- 
ury, as Ncumſtance which the gods demanded, and 
dren of that in ceaſing to be a fovereign, you would 
> num- Wat the ſame time ceaſe to be what you were. 
me un- I But nothing aſtoniſhes me ſo much, as that 
of all when you experienced the unſucceſsful event 
e aver · Nef your proceeding, you ſhould not comprehend 
in de- What ſomething yet remainded to be performed, 
vident, previous to your happineſs. I need not tell 
-s mor- Hou that the gods are infallible in their oracles; 


n fleſh, Wihey permitted you to find a perſon capable of 
- repug- {owning your days with felicity, and they 
- horror Nkewiſe gave you the advantage over all your 
af food, Nals. From whence then proceeded” the 
1onition Impediment which deprived you of the prize 
eſulting from your victory? It is doubtleſs to 
conver- Ne aſcribed to none but yourſelf : you have 
brother, Not as yet ſufficiently obeyed the gods, and 
circum- Pere I in your condition, I would enter upon 
| return deliberate examination of my preſent ſtate. 
am in- he wings, for inftance, which you wear, 
clinable I Vo I. II. L give 
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give you ſome participation of the nature of hon 
birds, as the other parts of your body bear a ture 
ſimilitude to the claſs of mankind. This un- and 
natural mixture may, perhaps, be diſpleaſing WW the 
to the gods, who cannot with any approba- to | 
tion, behold thoſe things confounded which gill 
they have . evidently - diſtinguiſhed and ſepa- WF that 
rated. I would therefore have diveſted myſelf I of t 
of thoſe wings, and then I ſhould really have her! 
ceaſed to be what I was before; and if I had MW an 
not then ſucceeded in that particular, I would you 
have reſorted to ſome other expedient; for ex- P 
ample, I would have regulated my paſſions ¶ he t 
and the habits I had contracted, and refined ¶ utm 
them from every imperfection that I imagined Wl eis 
might be diſpleaſing to the gods; till at laſt, W Hat 
by repeated endeavours, I had obtained the Ia {a 


knowledge of their will, ciou 
8 tinui 
HOUR: LVI. lien; 

repo 


Alas! replied Yllapantac, the fault is alrea- Il his e 
dy committed, and I doubt beyond the power ¶ pron 
of reparation ! Here prince Houac interpoſed, ¶ he tc 
and offered his opinion in this myſterious MW ſoon, 
affair. 1 ſhould not, ſaid he, be ſo inclinable irely 
to deſpair of the gracious diſpoſition of the WW her 
gods, but would rather implore them with all I been 
humility to be favourable to me, and I ſhould Pi 
flatter myſelf that they would not diſregard my I cana 
ſupplications. They have a thouſand expedi- ¶ v pl 
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how you declared in the hiſtory of your adven- 
tures, that all your rivals were reſtored to life 
and that the body of Chici diſappeared from 
the litter in which you had placed her, I begin 
to preſage that ſome peculiar advantages are 
ſill reſerved for you. | imagine, for inſtance 
that Chici has not yet deſcended to the regions 
of the dead, and that the gods have ſecreted 
her in ſome particular part of their creation, with 
an intention to reſtore her to you as ſoon as 
you have conformed yourſelf to their decrees 
Prince, replied Vllapantac, whatever may 
be the event, I am determined to give you the 
utmoſt prodf of the regard I pay to the coun- 
ſels I have received from you and the queen of 
Hattun Rucana. I am now preparing to make 
a ſacrifice of my wings that were once fo pre- 
cious to me; and may the gods grant, con- 
tinued he, with tears in his eyes, that this re- 
ſignation may be one day advantageous to m 
repoſe. At the cloſe ot this diſcourſe he raiſed 
his eyes to heaven, and with extended arms 
pronounced ſome magic words ; after which 
he took a ſable wand in his hand, and had no 
ſooner drawn it over his wings than they en- 
rely diſappeared, without leaving any mark 
whereby it might be known that they had 
been ever fixed to any part of his body. 
Prince Houac and the queen of Hattun Ru- 
cana exhorted the ſovereign of the iſle of Uxi 
to place his confidence in the goodneſs of the 
gods, and then they roſe from their ſeats to 


L 2 give 
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give him their final farewel. But] they had 
ſcarce begun to exchange their laſt civilities, 
when they heard loud acclamations of joy, ac- 
companied with the melodious ſounds of 
ſeveral muſical inſtruments in the great ſquare 
of the palace. Vllapantac was exceedingly ſur- 
riſed at what he heard, and went out of the 
hall to learn the cauſe of this ſudden alacrity. 
But who can expreſs the tranſports of his ſoul 
when he beheld the lovely Chici, led by the 
magician her father ? He ſprung to her with all 
the paſſionate ardours of the fondeſt lover, and 
claſping one of her lilly bands with an amo- 
rous graſp, he continued for ſome moments 
with his lips riveted to it, and all his faculties 
were ſuſpended to ſuch a degree by the ſudden 
extaſy, that it was a conſiderable time before 
he could utter a word: but when the firſt im- 
preſſions of his joy and ſurpriſe were a little mo- 
derated, Ah! my lord, ſaid he to the magi- 
cian, how agreeably have you aſtoniſhed me 
with this unexpected viſit! And O beauteous 
Chici ! continued he, how has your charming 
preſence diſſipated all my pangs! for I flatter 
myſelt, that you intend by your arrival here to 
bring my misfortunes to their final period. 
You are not deceived, replied Hinapac, for 
you have now accompliſhed all that the gods 
required you to perform antecedent to your 
marriage; and ſhould any difficulties be (til! 
remaining, I am̃ certain it will be in my power 
to remove them for ever. 
Yllapantac 


y had 
lities, 
222 
as of 
quare 
y ſur- 
pf the 
crity, 
$ foul 
y the 
ith all 
r, and 
amo- 
ments 
culties 
udden 
before 
ſt im- 
le mo- 
magi- 
ed me 
uteous 
rming 
fatter 
here to 
Deriod, 
xc, for 
e gods 
your 
be ſtill 


power 


pantac 


PERUVIAN TAILS. 221 


Yllapantac now beheld himſelf in poſſeſſion 
of all the happineſs he had fo long deſpaired to 
obtain, and with joy ſparkling in his eyes, he 
intreated the magician and his fair daughter to 
enter the hall where he had left prince Houac 
and the queen of Hattun Rucana. All theſe 
illuſtrious perſons entertained each other with 
mutual civilities, and when they had acquitted 
themſelves of the firſt ceremonies, Vllapantac 
acquainted the magician with the adventures 
that brought prince Houac and the queen of 
Hattun Rucana to the iſle of Uxi ; 3 and the 
magician in his turn related the manner in 
which his daughter had been reſtored to him, 
when he little expected that bleſſing. 

I was a walking, ſaid he, about half an 
hour ago in the meadow, which is at a little 
diſtance from my palace, when I ſuddenly felt 
the earth tremble under my feet; and after 
two or three ſucceſſive ſhocks it began to open 
before me, and at the ſame time preſented to 
my view the appearance of a young lady 
wounded with an arrow in the region of the 
heart. She ſeemed to be in a ſtate of abſolute 
inſenſibility; the paleneſs of death was diffuſed 
through al her form, and a veil was drawn 
over her face. The circumſtance of the arrow 
made me preſently imagine that I beheld the 
body of Chici; but, for my greater certainty, 


L lifted up the veil that flowed over her face, 


and was immediately convinced that I had not 
been deceived in my conjecture. Whilſt I was 
L 3 bebolding 
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beholding her with a tenderneſs mixed with ad- 
miration, I perceived that ſhe began to breathe; 
upon which I folded her in my arms, to cheriſh 
her with a gentle warmth. In a little time the 
livid hue that hung upon her aſpect was gra- 
dually changed into the blooming complexion 
of youth, and every feature began to glow 
with life. As I was conſidering this amiable 
progreſs from death to animation with un- 
ſpeakable delight, my dear Chici opened her 
eyes and began to ſpeak to m&; my admira- 
tion was then heightened into extaſy, to ſee 
how graciouſly the gods had reſtored my 
daughter to me, when I thought myſelf de- 
prived of her for ever. I embraced her with 
all the tenderneſs of a fond father, whilſt ſhe 
returned my careſſes with ſuitable endear- 
ments; and this amazing adventure drew tears 
of tranſport from my eyes. 

When we had indulged ourſelves for ſome 
time in the expreſſions of our mutual joy to 
behold each other again, we quitted the mea- 
dow and walked to the palace. At our arrival 
there, I ordered a pan of live coals to be placed 
before me, into which I threw a compoſition 
of ſeveral powders; and by the effect of the 
fumes that roſe from the flame, I immediately 
knew that the prince of the iſle of Uxi was 
{till living, and that he had fully accompliſh- 
ed the condition demanded of him by the gods, 
with relation to his marriage. When J had 


gained this information I became exceedingly 
deſirous 
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deſirous to viſit him in his dominions as ſoon 
as poſſible, that I might preſcnt him with the 
prize of his former victories; and I now hope 
the nuptials will be celebrated before the cloſe 
of this day. 

The beauteous Chici bluſhed exceedingly at 
the latter part of this diſcourſe, and thoſe who 
took notice of that alteration in her counte- 
nance, conſidered it as the natural effect of 
virgin modeſty, which always appears ſo ami- 
able in the ſofter ſex. But when the began to 
ſeem indiſpoſed, and at laſt fainted away in 
her chair, the company were greatly alarmed 
at the condition in which they beheld her, and 
it was a conſiderable time before they could be 
certain whether ſhe was living or dead ; but 
the ſeaſonable application of proper remedies at 
laſt recovered her from her ſtate of inſenſibi- 
lity. Ah! my deareſt Chici, cried the prince 
of the iſle of Uxi, when he ſaw her revive, - 
how dreadful was that ſad moment to my ſoul 
when I beheld you pale and fainting, and 
imagined death was preparing to clole thoſe 
radiant eyes for ever! But, O! how exqui- 
fite are the tranſports I now experience, to ſee 
the deareſt object of my deſires reſtored to me 
once more in ſafety ! Bleſſed be the immortal 
gods who have allotted me the dear fruition of 
fo much happineſs! And now, my faireſt 
Chici, let us no longer delay the ſoft comple- 
tion of all our joys ; the opportunity is as fa- 
vourable as we can poſſibly with, and every 

L 4 circum- 
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circumſtance appears with a propitious aſpect: 
let us, therefore, exchange our mutual vows 
of unalterable affection and fidelity to each 
other. 

This propoſal affected Chici with new ſymp- 
toms, but they were extremely different from 
thoſe ſhe diſcovered a few moments before: 
the ſurpriſed all the company with a loud 
laughter; and fell back in her chair, as if 
tome extraordinary aſtoniſhment had caſt her 
into that attitude. Sometimes ſhe turned her 
eyes to the prince of the iſle of Uxi, with an 
air of the moſt inveterate diſdain ; and the next 
moment ſhe-indulged herſelf in a ſcornful re- 
petition of her mirth. Tliapantac, who was 
not a little ſurpriſed at ſuch an unexpected 
ſcene, had juſt reſolution enough to raiſe one 
of her hands to his lips with an air that inti- 
mated how much he dreaded her difpleaſure : 
he kiſs'd it, however, with the utmoſt tranſ- 
port, and bath'd it with a copious flow of 
tears. But this action, .inſtead of ſoftening the 
fair one with any impreſſions of . tenderneſs, 
did but increaſe her contempt : ſhe haſtily 
withdrew her hand from his, and with a kind 
of horror wip'd away the tears that hung upon 
it: and as if theſe inſtances of her averſion 
had been too inconſiderable, ſhe puſhed away 
the prince of the iſle of Uxi ſo violently with 
her teet, as he was preparing to embrace them, 


that he fell backwards on the pavement. 
Prince 
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Prince Houac and the queen of Hattun Ru- 
cana were ſo confounded at what they beheld, 
that they were entirely at a loſs what to think 
of ſuch a ſtrange proceeding. The magician, 
in particular, was extremely exaſperated ; and 
notwithſtanding all his fondnefs for Chici, was 
unable to conceal the indignation her behavi- 
our had. rais'd in his foul: And is it thus, 
daughter, ſaid he, that you receive the oblig- 
ing addrefſcs of a man from whom you are 
deſtin'd to derive all the happineſs of your fu- 
ture life? You was once reputed to be a per- 
ſon of an amiable diſpoſition, and had the re- 
putation of conducting yourſelf with decency 
and diſcretion ; and are you now determin'd to 
falſify the opinion the world has entertain'd fo 
much to your advantage? What has infected 
your underſtanding, that you ſhould ſuffer 
yourſelf to degenerate into ſuch degrading ex- 
travagancies? | 

Ah!] my deareſt father, replied Chici, rather 
lay, that the prince of the iſte of Uxi has 
ſuffer' d in his underſtanding ; for otherwiſe, 
how could he poſſibly conceive the leaſt hope 
of aſpiring to your alliance with ſucceſs? It 
would certainly become him to grow better 
acquainted with himſelf; for then he would 
ſoon be ſenſible of the diſtance there is between 
him and me. Daughter, ſaid the magician, 
Vllapantac is a very potent prince; and de- 
nves his deſcent from the auguſt race of the 


prophets, as well as yourſelf ; and therefore 1 
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mult aſſure you, that I cannot poſſibly ſee the 
leaſt diſproportion between him and you; and 
it is my pleaſure, that you this moment tender 
him your hand with your nuptial vows, as 
the only reparation you ean make him for your 
diſobliging treatment. 

Shall I then conſent to eſpouſe Vllapantac! 
reply'd Chici, with an air of emotion. Ah! 
my father, have you duly conſider'd the com- 
mand you now impole upon me? Ah me! 
what a form of a man is this! his head has 
been enlarg'd at the expence of the reſt of his 
body; and when nature form'd him, ſhe cer- 
tainly forgot that he would have any occaſion for 
legs. You have taken a reſolution to eſpouſe 
me to a monſter, who ſtrikes me with terror 
whenever I behold him; and are you not ap- 
prehenſive, Sir, that this ſurpriſing choice of 
yours will expoſe you to the raillery of all 
the world? 

If the perſon of Yllapantac is your only 
objection, replied the magician, you ſhall im- 
mediately have all imaginable ſatisfaction, 
and we ſhall no longer differ in our opinions, 


At the ſame time he called for water; and when 


it was brought to him, he ſprinkled it upon 
the prince of the iſle of Uxi, and with a ſolemn 
tone pronounced theſe words: If it be the 
will of the gods that thou ſhouldſt retain the 
ſtrange form which thou hait received from 
nature, mayſt thou perpetually continue in 
thy . ſtate; for in that caſe, I do not 
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pretend to effect any change in thy perſon: 


but if they do not oppoſe thy appearing in 
another ſhape, aſſume this inſtant the form 
of the molt amiable and accompliſhed man 
upon earth. 

The moment thoſe efficacious words were 
utter'd, an entire change was wrought in the 
perſon of Yllapantac. His head ſhrunk into 
ſymmetry; his legs were lengthened with ad- 
mirable exactneſs; in fine, his whole body 
was finiſh'd with the compleateſt proportion ; 
and inſtead of the ſhocking figure of a monſter 
in which he lately appeared, he was now 
graced with as beautiful and engaging a form, 
as it was poſſible to behold. 

All the company directed their eyes to the 
earth with an air of reverence during the ce- 
remony, and the wonderful operation that ſuc- 
ceeded it: and when they at laſt lifted them 
up to behold YIlapantac, they were aſtoniſhed 
beyond expreſſion. Chici looked upon him 
with the diſcompoſure of a perſon who ſtarts. 
out of a dream, and at the fame inſtant be- 
holds ſome unknown object: ſhe could ſcarce 
prevail upon herſelf to credit the teſtimony of 
her eyes, and was at firſt loſt in admiration : 
but in a few moments, that admiration began 
to ſoften into a tender joy, which ſhe was in- 
capable of concealing. Ah prince! cried ſhe, 
if you are the perſon whom the gods have: 


deſtin'd to eſpouſe me, I ſubmit with pleaſure 
to their decree ; I feel my heart affected with 
L. 6 | ſenti- 
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ſentiments, very different from thoſe with which 
the ſight of you inſpir'd me a few moments 
paſt. Ah! my deareſt prince, continued ſhe, 
why did you not always appear to me in the 
amiable form you have now aſſumed? I would 
not then have offended you in the manner [ 
have indulg'd ; nor ſhould I have expos'd my- 
ſelf to my tather's diſpleaſure, by that diſagree- 
able conduct. But why ſhould we turn our 
thoughts to what is paſt, ſince the preſent 
moment crowns us with happineſs, and changes 

all our ſufferings to ſmiling pleaſure ? 
Yllapantac was ſo charmed with theſe en- 
dearing expreſſions, that, he became unable, 
for ſome time, to utter a word; he even 
imagin'd that his ſoul had quitted her proper 
manſion, to animate the beauteous Chici, - and 
inſpire her with the tenderneſs ſhe expreſſed 
in his favour. The delightful muſic of her 
voice affected him with exquiſite impreſſions, 
and his heart melted away with the kindling 
rapture. O] lovely Chici, ſaid heat laſt, to 
what enchanting tranſports have you raiſed 
me; and what joys do I not derive from the 
amiable diſpoſition you now diſcover! You 
appear to me, if poſſible, a thouſand times 
more charming than ever; and my eyes are 
dazzled with new graces, that are every mo- 
ment Tiling to my view. I once imagined 
that my paſſion was ſo perfect, as to be inca- 
pable of any increaſe ; but I am now ſenſible 
that my boſom is warmed with ardours, I 
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never experienced before; and nothing can 
improve my happineſs, but the com pletion of 
our nuptials. And, for my part, added Chici 
I ſhall count them the deareſt felicity of my 
life. 

| It I am not miſtaken, interrupted the ma- 
gician, we are to render this day ſtill more 
pleaſing, by the celebration of another mar- 
riage. Prince, continued he, addreſſing his 
diſcourſe to Hovac, is it poſſible that you can 
be inſenſible of your own particular intereſt 
upon this occaſion ? I underſtand, by the re- 
lation Vllapantac has given us of your adven- 
tures, that you love the beauteous queen of 
Hattun Rucana; I am likewiſe perſuaded 
that ſhe is deſtin'd by heaven to be your ſpoule, 
and is diſpoſed to receive your nuptial vows 
without any reluctance; why then do you any 
longer defer ſo deſirable a union ? 


HOUR LVI. 


My lord, replied prince Houac, I flatter 
myſelf that your propoſal will not meet with 
any oppolition in this place. At the fame 
time he roſe from his ſeat, and caſt himſelf at 
the feet of his dear queen, with an air cf 
tranſport not to be deſcribed, Madam, ſaid 
he, ſhall we behold ourſelves on the delight- 
tul verge of our happineſs, and yet want 
reſolution to enjoy it? Why ſhould we be in- 
duſtrious to protract the auſpicious moment, 


that 
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that is to open the ſcene of our future bliſs ? 
The gods have undoubtedly ordained us for 
each other: they were pleaſed indeed to ſe- 
parate us for ſome time, but they have at laſt 
permitted us to meet again: why then ſhould 

we not act in conformity to their deſigns? Let 
us now compleat the ſoft union for which we 

fo long have languiſhed; and let me intreat 

ou to conſent to be the charming recompence 
of all the perils I have ſuſtained for your ſake. 
The queen appeared very penſive at this pro- 
poſal; and only replied to it with a figh. 
Ah! Madam, ſaid the prince, how am I to 
interpret that unexpected ſigh; and what muſt 
I think of the diforder you diſcovered the mo- 
ment I had finiſhed my requeſt ? Can there 
be any reaſon why we ſhould reſign ourſelves 
to a melancholy dejection, when we are in a 
condition to gratify our utmoſt defires ? The 
prince would not proceed in his expoſtulations; 
but waited ſome time, to hear what anſwer the 
queen would make : but as ſhe ſtill ſeemed 
loſt in thought, and did not utter a word; 
Ah! Madam, cried the prince, with an air of 

rief and confuſion, what am I to ꝓreſage 
Hom this unſeaſonable ſilence? There are 
ſome moments, indeed, when a ſhort ſilence 
is the moſt endearing language that lovers can 
utter; but there are other ſeaſons, wherein a 
premeditated filence creates unpleaſing lan- 
guors and fatal deſpair. 
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The queen was extremel | 

her ſilence miſinterpreted y che e . 
dearly loved. Prince, ſaid ſhe, if you 10 
but know the motive which reſtrains 2 fi 

complying with your deſires, you weuld bs 
be diſſatisfied with my proceedings; nor could 
you urge me with the importunity you hav 

now uſed. I freely acknowledge, that ! Ten 
you with more tenderneſs than I am able 9 
expreſs; I am entirely devoted to your dren, 
and cannot poſſibly refuſe you any reaſonable 
requeſt: but I mult acquaint you at the ſame 
time, that I wiſh I had the reſolution not to 
grant you any thing at this particular ſeaſon 

My heart tells me, that we ought not to cel | 
brate our nuptials in any place but my 4000. 
nions. The gods are ſometimes pleaſed to ive 
us ſecret intimations of the conduct we 4 bt 
to purſue; and I think ſome inviſible Ts 
whiſpers to me, that we ought to exchange 
our mutual vows in the temple of our alk 
It has been a conſtant cuſtom in my Kin p 
dom, to celebrate all nuptials with facrifices 
and public prayers; and ſhall I then be the 
firſt to introduce a contrary practice, by my 
example? But could I prevail upon m elf a 
2 to ſuch an innovation, ſhould [fy not 
— reaſon to be apprehenſive of the diſplea- 
ure of the gods, who as you are certainly 


ſenſible, are offended at our unlawful actions 
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Ah! Madam, . replied prince Houac, if we 
were in the territories of Hattun Rucana, we 
ſhould certainly conform ourſelves to the eſta- 
bliſhed cuſtom of the country; but we are 
now in a place where we are not confinedto any 
ſtrict ceremonials with relation to marri 
Here our union may be rendered compleat i 
we ſincerely love, and confeſs the ſoft paſſion 
to each other, with mutual vows of conſtant 
fidelity. There are no ſacrifices in this place, 
but the ſighs of lovers; nor any offering ſo 
acceptable to the gods, as the purity of a 
tender paſſion, But were it indeed a crime, 
continued he, to celebrate our eſpouſals with- 
out victims bleeding on the altar, it would 
however be a crime from which we could not be 
apprehenſive of any unfavourable conſequences, 
ſince the gods themſelves have made the com- 
miſſion of it neceſſary. It was from their 
decrees that we were born for each other, and 
they themſelves have inſpired us wich the mu- 
tual love that warms. our breaſts. Can they 
poſſibly condemn the flames which their own 
preordination has kindled? and will they pu- 
niſh the tenderneſs we expreſs to each other 
in conformity to their fixed appointment? 
How can they be offended when we exchange 
our nuptials vows, ſince we only accompliſh 
the promiſe they formerly made in our favour! 

The queen ſuffered exceedingly amidſt the 
conflict that aroſe within her, between the 


forebodings of her ſoul, and the ene 
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of her love: ſhe ſighed, and continued ſilent. 
What. do I now behold ! cried the prince, with 
ſome vehemence; the queen of Hattun Rucana 
oppoſes my felicity | And is it poflible then, 
that ſhe no longer loves me? I am very ſen- 
ſible that I was not indifferent to her, before 
I engaged in ſo many dangerous adventures 
for her ſervice :* or did ſhe only feign thoſe 
tender ſentiments, becauſe my arm was at that 
time neceſſary to her intereſt ? Ah! inhuman 
prince, replied the afflifted queen with a beau- 
teous emotion, how can you be ſo ungenerous 
as to injure me by ſuch unkind reproaches ? 
You ought ſurely to have credited my veracity, 
when I declared that you was dearer to me 
than I could poffibly expreſs. I once again 
repeat that truth; and when I ceaſe to love 
you, may that time be the laſt moment of my 
life! As ſhe uttered theſe words, ſhe raiſed 
one of her hands to his, with an agreeable 
negligence ; and at the fame time, a ſhower 
of tears trickled from her languiſhing eyes. 
The prince would have wiped them away, 
but ſhe would not permit him. Suffer theſe 
tears to flow, ſaid ſne; for why ſhould my 
weeping give you any pain, fince I acknow- 
ledge myſelf to be happy? Yes, my dear 
prince, continued ſhe, gently claſping his hand, 

your victory is now compleat ; and my tender- 

neſs prevails over all the preſages of my heart : 

and tho* I were ſure to draw new calamities 

upon myſelf, I will not oppoſe your defires 
any longer. Jam 
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I am charmed with that reſolution, ſaid Hi- 
napac; and ſince theſe illuſtrious lovers have 
ſo happily concluded their gentle conteſt, let 
the day be devoted to joy. Exchange now, 
ye amiable pairs, your vows of unchangeable 
affection to each other. This we ſolemnly 
promiſe, ſaid the ſovereign of the iſle of Uxi, 

and prince Houac; and the next moment the 
queen of Hattun Rucana, and the beautiful 
Chict, repeated the ſame words. The lovers 
then preſented their hands to each other, as 
the ſeal that was to ratify their future union; 
and when theſe ceremonies were over the mar- 
riage- feſtival began. The magicians who 
ſerved the prince of the ifle of Uxi, and the 
maſters of muſic who came in Hinapac's train 
entered the hall in a body, and entertained the 
illuſtrious company with a concert of exquiſite 
harmony. The elders of the iſle and their 
wives, with their ſons and daughters, were in- 
vited to the ſolemnity; and when the aſſembly 
was formed in the palace, the feſtival was 
graced with a magnificent ball. 

Hinapac in the mean time gave orders for the 
nuptial feaſt to be prepared; and ſo effectually 
was he obeyed, that all the choiceſt and moſt 
inviting delicacies of nature, with every orna- 
ment and curioſity that the magicians could 
poſſibly furniſh, by the contributions of their 
art, were collected with the richeſt profuſion, 
and ranged into the molt elegant appearance. 
The feafl was ferved up in diſhes of the pureſt 
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gold: and the nobleſt liquors ſparkled in innu- 


merable veſſels of the ſame precious metal, on 
which the artiſts had Javiſhed all the embelliſh- 
ments of their ſkill : in a word, the eaſy regu- 
larity and decorum in which every thing was 
conducted, was equal to the grandeur of the 
entertainment. 

The queen of Hattun Rucana was perfe&ly 
aſtoniſhed at the extraordinary magnificence 
ſhe beheld. I imagined till this moment, ſaid 
ſhe to YIlapantac, that my kingdom ſurpaſſed 
all others in ſplendour and riches; but | am 
now very ſenſible that I was deceived in my 
opinion. Madam, replied the prince,. I am 
indebted for what you ſee to the generoſity of 
my father-in-law; for whatever is employed 
on the nuptials of the daughters of magicians, 
is always the property of the bride. Yes, in- 
terrupted Hinapac, I reſign all theſe things to 
my daughter; and I promiſe to inveſt you with 
a very conſiderable part of my power. I 
could likewiſe be glad to offer ſome acceptable 
preſent to prince Houac ; but it is not con- 
ſiſtent with decency, for the poor to give do- 
nations to the rich. The lance of the prophet 
Huamachu, and the two Taliſmans, which are 
lo efficacious againſt the fury of birds and ter- 
retrial animals, are the treaſures which ſurpaſs 
all the riches that magic can poſſibly produce ; 


and then, addreſſing himſelf to prince Houac, 


May you continue to poſſeſs them, faid he, 
as long as you live, and tranſmit them to a 


poſterity 


Py 
J — 5 — — —— — — — * 
3 — — — — — — 
a — ” — — Au — _ — 38 » * * 
TNT EC » — ů — — 


236 PERUVIAN TALES. 


poſterity worthy to enjoy them to the end of 
time. 

When the feaſt was over, and the night be- 
gan to be far advanced, prince Houac and the 
queen of Hattun Rucana, and the prince of 
the iſle of Uxi with his fair Chici, were con- 
ducted to- ſeparate apartments, in each of 
which a nuptial bed was prepared. The 
aſſembly then retired, and left thoſe illuſtrious 
lovers to launch into a ſea of bliſs, too exqui- 
lite to be repreſented in deſcription. 

But alas! how fleeting is all human feli- 
city, and how ſoon was prince Houac hurried 
from a ſcene of the ſofteſt raptures, into all 
the bitterneſs of woe! He waked from a 
pleaſing ſlumber towards the dawn of day, 
and to his infinite ſurpriſe no longer beheld his 
lovely queen at his ſide. He at firſt imagined 
ſhe might be riſen to enjoy the fragrant 
freſhneſs of the morning; but when he had 
waited ſome time in that opinion, and at laſt 
perceived ſhe did not return, he began to ſuffer 
great inquietudes at her long abſence. He roſe 
with the utmoſt precipiration, and ſearched 
through all the apartment; he then paſſed 
from one room to another to as little effect: 
he at laſt awakened all the domeſtics, and en- 
treated them one by one, to inform him where 
he might find the queen of Hattun Rucana. 

Some of theſe people fancied that this beha- 
viour of the prince, was no more than a preme- 
ditated air of pleaſantry which he had an in- 
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clination to indulge; others imagined that he 
had not ſufficiently recovered himſelf from his 
ſleep, and ſome were of opinion that the vio- 


lence of his love had deprived him of his un- 


derſtanding: but not one of them preſumed 
to declare his ſentiments to the prince. The 
general anſwer was, that they had not ſeen the 
queen, ſince the time ſhe was conducted to her 
nuptial apartment; and that in all probability 
the prince was beſt qualified to give an account 
of his bride. * | 

This anſwer was far from being agreeable ; 
and he continued to run from one apartment 
to another, enquiring of all he met, if they 
had not ſeen the queen: and as they were un- 
able to afford him any ſatisfaction in that par- 
ticular, a thouſand different thoughts preſented 
themſelves to his imagination, and made it 
Impoſſible for him. to determine which of them 
it was moſt expedient to fix upon. He was 
burried into ſurpriſing emotions ; he exclaimed 
at deſtiny ; he flew from place to place, and 
committed a thouſand: extravagancies, capable 
of raiſing an immoderate mirth in all thoſe 
who were unacquainted with the aftoniſhing 
effects of love. 

Whilſt he was thus agitated by the different 
imprefſions of rage, curioſity, and deſpair, 
one of the principal officers of the court ap- 
proached him with a lamb in his hand, and 
deſired to know if he had any command to be 
accompliſhed, or whether any thing extraor- 


dinary 
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dinary had happened to, him; Tell me, re- 
plied the prince, where I may-find the queen 
of Hattun Rucana. When my ſleep left me 
this morning, Lexpected to have beheld her at 
my ſide; but, alas! ſhe was abſent from her 
nuptial bed, and I vainly waited for her re- 
turn. I am now ſearching for her with an un- 
availing ſolicitude ; I enquire for her of all J 
meet, tho* with as little, ſucceſs: but if you 
can now inform me where ſhe is, let me enjoy 
that ſatisfaction without delay. 

My lord, replied the officer, it is impoſſible 
for me to comprehend. any part of your dif- 
courſe. Perhaps you would give me to un- 
derſtand, that.you received into your embraces 
laſt night a virgin, who happened to diſappear 
during the darkneſs ; and that when the morn- 
ing approached, you found a; wife at your 
ſide: and you might poſſibly wake ſo very 
early, only to divert yourſelf with this extraor- 
dinary adventure. 

The prince was not in a condition to reliſh 
this unſeaſonable raillery ; but grew exceed- 
ingly enraged to find himſelf treated with ſo 
much freedom. The officer when he beheld 
his reſentment would have retired, , but the 
prince purſued him with ſuch loud and injuri- 
ous language as awakened Yllapantac ; and he 
immediately ſtarted from his bed, to enquire 
into the cauſe of ſuch an unexpected alarm. 
He was exceeding]y ſurpriſed to ſee the prince 
at that early hour, Is it poſſible, ſaid he, that 
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you can make your nuptial night ſo ſhort ? 
and can a young bridegroom riſe with the 
dawn? Ah, my lord! replied prince Houac, 
this pleaſantry is out of ſeaſon at preſent ; and 
if you knew the cauſe of my affliction, you 
would certainly afford me your compaſſion. 
What may be the cauſe then of the afflic- 
tion you complain of? ſaid YIlapantac, My 
lord, replied prince Houac, the queen of 
Hattun Rucana has been forced from our mar- 
rage bed whilſt I ſlept, and I cannot poſſibly 
obtain any tidings of her: you may judge 
then of the agonies that wound my ſoul. 
Believe me, prince, ſaid Yllapantac, this 
is no more than a little gaiety of your bride, 


who had an inclination to divert herſelf with 


your apprehenſions. She happened to awake 
before you, and concealed herſelf in ſome part 
of the chamber, that ſhe might elude your 
embraces a few moments. But if you will 
return thither with me, I am perſuaded you 
will find her laid in her bed, where ſhe expects 
you with no little impatience. 

Ah, my lord! replied prince Houac, I 
have carefully ſeached every place where ſhe 
could poſſibly conceal herſelf, and have called 
her a thouſand times; but alas! I ſearched and 
called in vain, Let not that diſappointment 
afflict you, ſaid Vllapantac; for I am certain, 


that notwithſtanding all your curioſity to diſ- 


cover the queen, ſhe is ſtill in your apart. 
ment, The darkneſs, without doubt, pre- 


vented 
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vented you from ſeeing her; but I have a 
taper in my hand, and we ſhall infallibly find 
her. At the ſame time he took prince Houac 
by the hand, and conducted him to his cham- 
ber. They approached the nuptial bed; and 
Yllapantac was exceedingly ſurpriſed, when he 
could not diſcover the queen as he expected. 
He at firſt imagined, that his eyes deceived 
him; he then rubbed them ſeveral times with 
his hands, and ſaw to as little effect as before: 
he afterwards ſtretched his hands all over the 
bed, but was ſtill as unſucceſsful as ever. Let 
us "ſearch elſewhere, ſaid: he, for I am confi- 
dent we ſhall find her at laſt: but all their 
diligence was entirely ineffectual, and they 
began to fear that it would be impoſſible for 
them to haq the queen of Hattun Rucana. 


HOUR LVIII. 


I now begin to feel ſome inquietude, ſaid 
Vllapantac; and muſt confeſs, that I know 
not what to think. of this diſagreeable acci- 
dent, Alas! replied -prince Houac, ſome 
unworthy rival, who beheld my happineſs 
with envy, has deprived me of my beloved 
queen! Ah, prince! interrupted YIlapantac, 
let me intreat you not to entertain ſuch a 
thought. I acknowledge there is ſomething 
very extraordinary in your affair; but 1am at 
the ſame time fully perſuaded, that there is 
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ciſe his authority in my palace. The preſence 
alone of my father-in-law, would be ſufficient 
to protect us from all inſults; and I may add 
fo this, that the lance of the prophet Huama- 
chu which you poſſeſs, is ſo admirable in its 
virtue, that it incapacitatesevery mortal from 
attempting any thing to your diſadvantage. 
At theſe words, prince Houac turned his 
eyes to that part of the chamber where he had 
plated theenchanted lance, and perceived, to 
his unſpeakable aſtoniſhment, that it was no 
longer there. O execrable treaſon ! cried he; 
lam likewiſe deprived of my lance! At the 
lame time he happened accidently to look upon 
his hands, but could not diſcern the Taliſmans 
which had been preſented to him by the king 
of ſilence and his ſiſter. O heavens! ſaid he, 
with an air of the utmoſt agony, what fatal 
diſcoveries have I made] Every moment adds 
a new ſting to my calamity! Was it not a 
ſufficient puniſnment for me to be deprived of 
my deareſt; queen, but muſt J likewiſe be di- 
veſted of the only aſſiſtance by which can 
poſſibly hope to recover her! 

The ſurpriſing abſence of the queen of Hat: 
tun Rucana, the diſappearance of the enchanted 
lance, and the invifibility of the two Talif⸗ 
mans, ſtruck Vllapantac with a conſternation 
taat almoſt deprived him of his reaſon. He 
continued for a conſiderable time without be- 
ing able to utter a word, and ſeemed riveted 
to the place where he ſtood: his mind was ſo 
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dictracted by different thoughts, that he was b 
incapable of forming any determination in the 8 
emergency before him; and the day began to 8 
brighten, whilſt his diſcompoſure hung upon 
him. But when he at laſt took notice of the ſi 
increaſing light, We may now, ſaid he, have e 
a more diſtinct view of the objects around us; I P- 
let us therefore renew our ſearch. They then of 
proceeded from one apartment to another, fo 
and with their eyes and hands made a ſtrict J 
inquiſition into every place. They aſked all n 
the officers and domeſtics, if they had as yet tb. 
Found the queen, or the enchanted lance, or I ©2 
the Taliſmans; but they were ſtill diſappointed 
in all their enquiries, and. could not receive 
the leaſt ſatisfactory information. oF 
Fllapantac now began to be exceeding]y 
impatient. , There is ſomething, ſaid he, in 
this unhappy accident, that ought to be cleared 
up as ſoon as poſſible, for our mutual ſatisfac- 
tion: Jet us therefore go this inſtant and con- 
ſult my father-in-law, who will certainly give 
us ſome light into this myfterious affair. 
Prince Houac, whoſe mind was totally" en- 
in melancholy reflections upon his loſſes, 
ſtaxted at theſe words, and caſt his eyes all 
around him like a perſon whoſe ſlumber has 
been ſuddenly interrupted; he attentively ſur- 
veyed every object that preſented itſelf in his 
way, with a ſolicitude to diſcover what he 
fought for with ſo much anxiety; and in this 
diſcompoſure of mind, he ſuffered himſelf — 
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be conducted by Yllapantac, without much 
importunity, to the apartment of the ma- 
gician. 

Hinapac was, at that time, conſulting a 
ſilver mirrour, which not only repreſented 
every tranſaction which paſſed on earth at that 
particular inſtant, but likewiſe the whole train 
of events which had ever happened ſince the 
formation of the earth. This mirrour was 
juſtly eſteemed a maſter- piece of magic art; 
and though the dimenſions of it were not larger 
than the palm of a man's hand, it exhibited 
to the view an infinite variety of repreſentati- 
ons, which were all comprehended within two 
thirds of the ſurface. A common man indeed, 
muſt have been gifted with very penetrating 
eyes, to have had a diſtinct view of the objects 
which were there delineated, and he could 
only have had a confuſed perception of the 
traces and contorſions of innumerable lines 
that were drawn into an endleſs variety of 
figures. None of the ſons of men but thoſe 
who were deſcended from the prophets, could 
perfectly diſtinguiſh the objects repreſented on 
that ſilver ſuperficies; this was a privilege 
which they either derived from their birth, or 
acquired by their power, or perhaps both theſe 
circumſtances equally contributed to beſtow 
It, ; 

When the two princes entered the apart- 
ment of tae magician, I fee, my lord, faid 
Yllapantac, by what engages your attention, 
| BS - - that 
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that we come to viſit you at a very proper 
time for our purpoſe. The enchanted mirrour 
which you hold in your hands has, undoubt- 
edly, given you a perfect information of the 
ſurpriſing event upon which we are now come 
to conſult you; and I am perſuaded you are 
capable of acquainting us-where the queen of 
Hattun Rucana has been conveyed. Ah, my 
lord! interrupted prince Houac, and addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to the magician, if you can poſ- 
ſibly give me any tidings of the queen my 
conſort, let me not languiſh any longer for 
that ſatis faction; but unfbld to me, without 
reſerve, the fate of that unfortunate lady. I 
indeed, regret the loſs of my lance and my 
two Taliſmans; but I am driven to deſtraction 
to be thus ſever d from my queen: this calamity 
rends my heart with unſpeakable affliction. 
Alas! how has my nuptial night, which I 
thought would bleſs me with the moſt delight- 
ful hours of my life, overwhelmed me with 
the ſharpeſt woe that I could poſſibly ſuſtain! 
Hinapac beheld the fears trickle from the 
prince's. eyes while he was ſpeaking, and was 
touched with compaſſion at that affecting ſight. 
J am not unacquainted, ſaid he, with the caule 
of your affliction, the mirrour I have in my 
hand, repreſents to my view all the misfor- 
runes that have happened to you this night. 
I perfectly diſcover the ſource from whence 
they ſpring, and they fill me with grief as well 
as yourſelf, But, O prince! have you for- 
| gotten 
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gotten the dignity of your birth, and the rank 


you bear in the world ? Why do you indulge 
this immoderate dejection which already preys 
upon the bloom of your cheeks? Inſtead of 
cheriſhing your deſpair, and impairing your 
vigour with unavailing anxiety z rouze your 
ſoul into a noble fortitude, and habituate your- 
ſelf by new reſolutions, to encounter the dif- 
ficulties that ſurround you. Make it evident, 
by your, manly conduct, that fortune may 
indeed afflict a hero, but can never debaſe 
him into a mean timidity of mind. 

My lord, replied prince Houac, you are 
certainly ſenſible of the unhappy fate to which 
the race of man is ſubjected. The ſereneſt 
preſence of mind cannot always ſtand the 
thock of ſudden calamities : nature recoils at 
their firſt aſſault, and it is extremely difficult 
to be unaffected with their ſevere impreſſions, 
A ſedate reflection is the only faculty that can 
regulate theſe involuntary emotions of a wound- 
ed mind, and in ſome meaſure experience its 
efficacy. I was ready to ſink beneath the 
weight of woes I ſuffer; but I have called up 
all the powers of my foul, to aid me in that 
conflict: and I can arm myſelf with patience, 
tho* my misfortunes ſhould leave me deſtitute 
of every gleam of hope. If any fatal neceſſity 
deprives me of the queen of Hattun Rucana, 
my life will*indeed be miſerable without her; 
but at the ſame time, it will not be inſupport- 
able. I can live wretched, without plunging 

M 3 myſelf 
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myſelf into deſpair; and ſhall never be ſoli- 
citous to reſign my life, before the gods are 
pleaſed to demand it. But, my lord, conti- 
nued he, ſince you know the cauſe of my un- 
happineſs, .why will you not impart it to me? 
It I be criminal, let me at leaſt, be acquainted 
with my offence, that I may ſee whether it be 
capable of expiation. 

Prince, replied the magician, the great Ri- 
mac is offended at your precipitation, to cele- 
brate your marriage without the ceremonies 
that are cuſtomary on ſuch ſolemnities in the 
the kingdom of Hattun Rucana, the ſceptre 
of which you are deſtin'd to ſway. If I ſuffer, 
ſaid he, this violation of my laws, my tem- 
ples will hereafter be a uſeleſs load on the 
earth, If prince Houac, who has ſo often ex- 
perienced the gracious effects of my protection, 
now deſpiſes my altars; and if the queen of 
Hattun Rucana, 'whoſe mind and'perſon I de- 
lighted to adorn with ſo many amiable quali- 
ties, neglects my ſacrifices, how will they be 
regarded by other mortals! But my inſtituti- 
ons ſhall not be violated. with impunity. 
At the ſame inſtant he commanded two of his 
miniſters to execute his determination: one of 
them carried away the queen your ſpouſe; the 
other ſeized the lance of the prophet Hua- 
machu, and deprived you of your Taliſmans. 
The queen was conveyed to her dominions, 
which are now in the poſſeſſion of an uſurper. 
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ledged their lawful ſovereign: is very inconfide- 
rable : but they have ſworn to re-eſtabliſh her 
on the throne at the hazard of their lives ; tho? 
all their loyalty. will be ineffectual, till they 
are headed by you; and whatever you engage 
in will be as unſucceſsful, whilſt you continue 
diſpoſſeſſed of the lance and the Taliſmans. 
You muſt, therefore, endeavour to recover 
them as ſoon. as poſſible:; they are now depo- 
ſited in the temple of the great Rimac, and 
you mult ſearch. for them there. Go then, 
and preſent yourſelf before the throne of that 
deity, with yows and offerings capable of mol-. 
lifying his diſpleaſure z| and endeavour by your 
prayers and ſacrifices, to regain the lance and 
Taliſmans. But ſhould the god in his wrath, 
refuſe to reſtore them to you at your firſt ſup- 
phcations, be not tempted by deſpair to diſ- 
continue your humble importunity. The gods 
are ever pleaſed with perleverence. 

But ah, my dear prince] continued Hina- 
pac, how am I touched with compaſſion at 
your unhappy fate! You muſt now be expoſed 
to innumerable dangers; you have an im- 
menſe waſte of water to navigate, before you 
can arrive at the continent; you muſt con - 
front the fury of multitudes of ſavage beaſts, 
who inhabit the forlorn foreſt thro* Which you 
muſt neceſſarily paſs; you muſt bound from 
precipice to precipice : you muſt climb the ſteep 
of craggy rocks, and aſcend mountains whote 
tops are buried in the clouds; hunger and 
M 4 thirſt 
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thirſt are to be your frequent companions; and 
vou will be ex to all the ſeverities 
of air and ſkies: and for the completion 
of your misfortune, you are not to expect the 
leaſt aſſiſtance from any power on earth, in 
air, or in the waters. There is not a magician 
thro' the whole extent of this world, who can 
preſume to aid any perſon againſt whom the 
great Rimac points his vengeance. 

If it muſt be ſo, replied prince Houac, I 
ſubmit to my fate: and ſince my poor web of 
life is to be interwoven with calamities and 
afflictions, I will gallantly oppoſe myſelf to all 
the dangers that are to be ſet in array againſt 


me; and if I cannot furmount them by any 


natural ſtrength, I will defeat them by forti- 
tude of mind. And then addreſſing himſelf to 
the ſovereign of the iſle of Uxi, Let us go, 
prince, ſaid he; my departure ſhall not be de- 
ferred a moment longer than may be neceſſary 
for my preparations. \ But I muſt entreat you 
to order ſome of your ſubjects to aſſiſt me in 
building a veſſel for my voyage. I have now 
the idea of one, which I believe will convey 


me from hence to the continent; for ſince I 


have loſt my Taliſmans, I cannot preſume to 
have recourſe to the king of ſilence, and his 
prefence would be inſupportable to me. Alas 
interrupted YIlapantac, it is not in my power 
to command my ſubjects to perform any thing 
in your favour: I can only permit you to cut 
down proper trees in my foreſts, and ſuffer 


you 


— 
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you to furniſh yourſelf with what proviſions are 
neceſſary for your ſupport; and then leave 
you in full liberty to depart from this iſland 
without any oppoſition. 

; How! my lord, cried prince Houac, with 
an air of the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, is it thus 
that the prince of the iſle of Uxi treats a per- 
ſon to whom he not only owes his liberty, but 
even the life he now enjoys? Ah me! I expect- 
ed a recompence very different from this ; and 
flattered myſelf amidſt all my misfortunes, 
that you would have ſome compaſſion upon 
your benefactor. Prince, interrupted Hina- 
pac, let me caution you not to injure YIlapan- 
tac with reproaches. that he no way deſcrves. 
It he declines to grant you the aſſiſtance you 
have a right to demand trom him, and if even 
I forbear to employ the power of my art in 
your favour, it is not becauſe either of us is 
inſenſible of your diſtreſs; for we would re- 
Joice, to aid you on this important occaſion, 
but the gods themſelves are your declared ene- 
mies, and their power is infiniteiy ſuperior to 
ours: for which reaſon, it will be impoſſible 
for us to intereft ourſelves in your favour 
with impunity. Were you even to addreſs 
yourle!f to the king of ſilence, that application 
would be altogether ineffectual, and he could 
not perform any thing fer your ſervice, I 
have aleady acquainted you, that no power 
on earth, in air, or in the waters, is now per- 
mitted to aſliſt you in any inſtance whatever. 


M 5. These 
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. Theſe afflictive expreſſions did not abate the 
Intrepidity of prince Houac: I now find, ſaid 
he, that patience muſt be my laſt remedy z and 
I am determined to arm my ſoul with a con- 
ſtancy that ſhall oppoſe all my misfortunes, 
how great ſoever they may prove. I will go 
to the woods and build a veſſel myſelf, which 
ſhall bear me thro' the waves, and convey me 
to the continent. And if the wrath of the 

at Rimac, which is new kindled againſt 
me, ſhould purſue me on the mighty waters, 
may the will of that god be accompliſhed; 
and let me periſh in the boſom of the deep, if 
that be his determination. But I hope that 
notwithſtanding I am reduced to this miſerable 
and deſtitute condition, I ſhall ſtil] be the ob- 
ject of his compaſſion : the gods are touched 
with the calamities of unhappy mortals,” who 
humbly wiſh to expiate their crimes. 

At the cloſe of this diſcourſe, the prince 
retired from Yllapantac and his father-in-law; 
and after he had furniſhed himſelf with an ax, 
he immediately directed his ſteps to the foreſt, 
and ſearched for trees of the lighteſt wood. 
When he had found ſuch as he imagined 
would be ſuitable to his purpoſe, he cut down 
fix, and cleaved them into large and ſmooth 
planks, which he faſtened together with ſtrong 
pins cut out of the fame. timber, and then 
formed the whole into the ſhape of a fquare 
cheſt; but pointed in the fore-part, that it 


might cut through the waves with leſs reſiſt- 
ance 
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ance. He likewiſe covered the upper part. of 
the veſſel with planks cloſely, compacted to- 
geber, to defend it from any influx of water 

at might otherwiſe ſink it; and he only left 
a ſmall opening in the middle, where he pro- 
poſed to place himſelf to row his boat, but 
this opening was to be cloſed with a cover, 
when the ſea happened to be tempeſtuous. 

The prince compleated all his work in the 
ſpace of three days; he then drew his veſſel to 
the ſhore, and launched it into the ocean; he 
likewiſe ſtored it with ſuch proviſions as he 
judged neceſſary ſor his voyage: and when all 
theſe preparations were compleated, having 
taken leave of the prince of the iſle of Uxi, 
he immediately embarked and put to ſea. 


HOUR LIX. 


As it was extremely calm, and he had not the 
aſſiſtance of the leaſt breeze of wind, he betook 
himſelf to his oars, which he plied with ſuch 
ſtrength and reſolution, that in ſix hours time 
he had loſt ſight of the iſle of Uxi. He then 
took ſome refreſhment from the proviſions he 
had, and heartily recommending himſelf to Ri- 
mac, acknowledging his ingratitude in having 
oltended ſo great and powerful a deity, who had 
afforded him ſuch manifold and extraordinary 
deliverances, when all human aſſiſtance would 
have proved unavailable, he laid him down to 
ſleep, depending on the protection of the very 

, M 6 deity | 
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deity he had offended: as he knew a ſincere 


contrition ever diſarmed his anger, and that 


his mercy oſten turned the edge of his ſword of 
juſtice. Thus full of confidence that reſigna- 
tion and perſeverance would mollify the great 
Rimac's reſentment, and at length conciliate 
his favour, he gave way to a gentle ſlumber, 
which obliterated the misfortune of his Toſs, 
and preſented to him the benevolent king of 
ſilence; who riſing from the ocean in a lucid 
chariot, drawn by ſwans, to the whiteneſs of 
whoſe feathers the pureſt cotton proved a foil, 

thus accoſted him. Houac, I come not to 
add weight to thy misfortunes, by reproach - 

ing thee with the loſs of the Taliſmans thou 
receivedſt from my ſiſter's and my hands; on 
the contrary, thy afflictions 1 my com- 
paſſion; and I even grieve that by the ſevere 
injunction of the great Rimac, it is out of my 
power to make my concern evident by my 
ready aſſiſtance. The loſs thou bewaileft, and 
the many adventures thou aft doomed to ex- 
perienee, proceed from the heat of youth; the 
violence of thy paſſion for the lovely” queen, 
had effaced the great benefits thou hadſt re- 
ceived from the all powerful Rimac, and 
made thee ungratefully negle& his rites; 
which, however t6rbearing he may be, he 
never ſuffered withou tbringing condign puniſh- 
ment on the head of the offender ſoon or late: 

let it be ſcme conſolation to thee, that thine 
has ſo immediately followed thy offence, and 
that he has t. ot ſuffered thee to go on in thy 


crime, 
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crime, as he does thoſe whom he neglects, and 
who, by the withdrawing his favour, and giv- 
ing them up to their ſenſual appetites, fall 
into inevitable perdition, Let thy preſent 
ſufferings be a memento to thee for rhe tuture, 
and remember, that the neglect of the gods, 
argues not only the blackeſt ingratitude but 
the greateſt ſtupidity; and that thou haſt: 
brought upon thyſelf whatever thou ſuffereſt, - 
for the deity is juſt. Forbear all repinings z 
behave like a man of fortitude ; thy murmur- 
ings will only increaſe'thy misfortunes, while» 
thy ſubmiſſion , may greatly. alleviate. them. 
The only way to appeaie. the juſtly irritated 

deity, is to acknowledge thine own fault, and 

the juſtice of his decrees. At theſe words, 

the king of ſilence ſhook bis reins, and ſtrik- 

ing the ſurface of the waters, they opened and 
preſented an eaſy deſcent, daun which his 
ſwans hurried hin with a rapidity equal. to a 
flaſh of lightning. The prince awakened; 

found his mind extremely ſerene, and the hopes 
which this viſion gave him of his one day ap- 

peaſing the wrath of the incenſed deity by his 
conſtancy, . animated him to ſuch a degite, 
that he broke out into the following ſoliloquy: 
„ Yes, oh ineffable and incomprebenſible 
«© being, who art thoroughly manifeſted. in 
« thy works, I bow before thee, "thoroughly 
e reſigned to thy divine decrees, and fcutait- 
« ly reſolved, however ſevere are the puniſh- 
« ments thy wiſdom ſhall inflict, to acknow- 
* ledge thy juſtice and extol that mercy, 
| | « which 
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% which at the ſame inſtant thou condeſcend- 
« eſt to ſhew 'me, in allowing me to hope 
% that 'patience and ſubmiſſion may expiate 
« the crime, for which I ſtand ſelf-condemn- 
« ed in the tribunal of my own conſcience. 
« But alas] how weak are poor mortals ! 
© how wavering their ſtrongeſt reſolutions! 
„how little can we perform of ourſelves, 
0 without thy aſſiſtance! Let then the ears of 
« thy mercy be open to the humble petition 
of the offending wretch, now proſtrate be- 
„% fore thee, and enable me to make attone- 
« ment for the foulneſs of my ingratitude, to 
«the author of all the good | have received 
« from that bountiful hand, which is never 
„ exhauſted, or tired, with diffuſing bleſſings, 
even on the moſt unworthy.” He now 
with freſh vigour betook himſelf once more to 
his oars, but had not rowed above a league, 
before a giant of a, prodigious ſize appeared 
ariſing from the watery plain, and diſcovered 
himſelf to his navel, above the ſurface of the 
ocean. ' His head reſembled that of a lion, 
the reſt of his body was human, and ſpoke an 
irreſiſtible ſtrength. He approached the prince 


with a threatning aſpect, and with a voice, 
riwalling thoſe dreadful claps which ſhake the 


earth, and through the welkin roll, when the 
offended Rimac ſpeaks diſpleaſure, he accoſted 
hin in theſe words: ++ Wretch, whate'er thou 
art, thus monſtrouſly compoſed of wood 
and fleſh, fay, what folly ſeized thy deſ- 


perate mind thus to invade my territories, 


« and 
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% and without offence baſely to murder the. 
«© eldeſt of my ſons?” * Alas! my lord, 
e replied the aſtoniſhed prince, I am too ſen- 
„ ſible of the wrath of the great Rimac, to 
« increaſe his anger by a voluntary murder. 
« ] am ſurpriſed at the charge you bring 
© againſt me, having this day ſeen nothing, 
« but fea and ſky ſince I departed from the 
« iſle of Uxi; and if I have treſpaſſed in 
«© entering upon your terrztories, as my crime 
« proceeds from pure ignorance, and the de- 
« cree of Rimac, I hope your juſtice will hold 
« me guiltleſs. As to my form, Iam not a 
« compoſition of wood and fleſh, but an un- 
« happy mortal, who have made uſe of the 
„ machine which, holds me, to traverſe the 
« watery realms, in hopes of arriving at my 
«© withed-for port.“ | 

Ye gods! replied the giant, can you thus 
hear your ſacred truth violated, and yet with- 
hold your bolts ! Is there beneath the cope of 
heaven a wretch ſo contemptible as a hardened 
liar! Thou ſaweſt nothing ſince thy departure 
from the iſte of Uxi but fea and ſky? Repeat 
me that falſhood, that thy wickedneſs may 
juſtify the ſeverity of my revenge. The prince 
anſwered, I ſaw nothing, my lord, that bore 
any reſemblance of a human form, or that 
could be poſſibly taken for your fon. I recol- 
lect, indeed, that while l made my repaſt on 
maize, a ſmall beautiful fiſn, whoſe variegated 
ſcales engaged my attention, wantoned by my 
veſſel fide, and in pure charity I threw it ſome. 
grains 
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grains of what I was. then eating, which it 
ſeemed greedily to devour. Ah, cried the 
giant, 1 wretch! ill fated charity ! that 
filh was my beloved fon, who enchanted with 
the luſcious taſte of that accurſed grain, eat 


without confidering © conſequences, (as. moſt 


young people act) ſo voraciouſly, that the quan- 
tiry proved too great for digeſtion, and he ex- 
pired ſoon after, having hardly time to ac- 
quaint me with the Unhappy caule of his death. 
My wite, whoſe darling he was, requires thy 
blood to ſatiate her revenge and to expiate 
thy time; and I purſued thee, determined to 
ſacrifice thee to the manes of my dear ſon; but 
as the ſteadineſs of thy countenance ſpeaks thee 
innocent in thy intention, as there is an air of 
veracity in thy words, and as I reverence juſ- 
tice, I will content myſelf with inflicting a 
milder puniſhment, and only deprive thee 
of the light of one eye. Then throwing 
Water in the prince's face, he ſaid, 


he thy left eye with darkneſs clouded o'er, 
Till th" element intenſe does light eſtore. 


and immediately plunged into the boſom of 
the deep. | _ | 
"The diſcoꝶſolate prince ſoon perceived the 
fatal effect of theſe words and this aſperſion, 
for he immediately loſt the fght of his left eye. 


O gods Taid he, in the greateſt agony, is. 


this the juſt reward of charity ! Can you ſut- 
fer ſuch injuſtice to go unpunithed ! Was ever 
6 com- 


the 
On, 


eye. 


18. 


7 

{ut- 
ver 
m- 


PERUVIAN TALES. 257 


compattion thus rewarded ! And does not your 
tolerating crimes ſo cruel and ungrateful to be 
perpetrated with impunity, give us ſufficient 
reaſon to think you unconcerned in the govern - 
ment of the world, and that you leave every 
thing below to chance]! Ought I not rather to 
be rewarded for my intention which was good, 
than puniſhed for an unhappy accident which 
could not foreſee! O Rimac, where are thy 
bolts! Where is thy avenging arm ! Where is 
thy juſtice) that thou ſuffereſt the inhabitants 
of theſe ſublunary elements to wanton in their 
cruelty ! Having thus exclaimed he heard a 
voice which uttered theſe words: Houac, 


take care how you irritate the immortal gods, 


whoſe ways are inſcrutable, and reflect upon 
yourſelf; you complain of the ingratitude of 
the giant, but do not reflect upon your own. 
Rimac not only deſigned to preſerve you in the 
many dangers to which you were expoſed, but 
was actually preſent with you, protected you, 
and with his own right hand led you through 
them; no ſiniſter- accident was the . 
quence of his intention, (as indeed none could) 
that might give you cauſe of complaint; you 
were extricated from numberleſs misfortunes, 
and your happinels was crowned by gratifying 
your only wiſh: yet you, ungrateful mortal, 
inſtead of repaying your humble and ſincere 
thanks for theſe experienced mercies, robbed 
him of the ſacrifices which were his due. For 
the future remember, that Whatever ingratitude 

; you 
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you meet with here below, men are much 
more ungrateful towards the gods, as there is 
no proportion between finite and infinite. The 
prince bluſh'd at this reprimand, and was in 
the greateſt confuſion ; condemning «himſelf 
for, and heartily aſhamed of his guilt, he en- 
deavoured to comfort himſelf for the loſs of 
his eye, by reflecting that Rimac ever was 
compaſſionate even while he puniſhed, and 
that the words which the giant pronounced, 
gave him hopes that his loſs was not more than 
temporary. | | 
The night now ſpreading her ſable mantle 
oer the hemiſphere, and all nature ſeeming to 
enjoy a profound tranquillity, Houac com- 
ofed himſelf to reſt, and covered the open 
of his boat with the ſkin provided for that uſe, 


that he might not be ſurpriſed by any ſudden. 
ſtorm. .. He paſſed the night in an undiſturbed 


repoſe, and, found his, boat the next morning 
driven up by the benefit of an eaſy gale, in- 
to a delightful harbour encompaſſed round 
with a thick glogmy wood. He immediately 
went on ſhore, and having adored Rimac and 
the ſun, he gathered ſome wild fruits with 
which the trees were laden, and which proved 
not only refreſhing hut invigorating; finding 
his ſpirits elated and. his ſtrength. greatly in- 
creaſed. He then reſolved to explore the 
coaſt, where finding no track of human ſteps he 
penetrated into the wood, having firſt taken his 
arms and proviſions out of his veſſel, N Ne 
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had no ſooner done, than he ſaw himſelf de- 
prived of it by a bird of a monſtrous ſize, 


which ſtooped, ſeized, and carried it off. This 
lols greatly afflicted him, as he knew not whe- 
ther he was landed on the continent or on an 
iſland ; if on the latter, he had no hopes of 
ever recovering his adorable queen, as he had 
no inſtruments to he out another canoe. How- 
ever afflicting this thought was, he knew that 
lamentations were only loſs of time, and his 
earneſt deſire to recover his dear conſort, made 
him determine whatever misforunes might be- 
fal him not to deſpond ; but to reſign to the 
will, confide in the neſs of Rimac, and 
endeavour to overcome them by true forti- 
tude. The ſun was riſing when he went on 
ſhore, and he reſolved to | traverſe * his 
courſe, keeping that glorious deity on his 
right till he had climbed to his meridian 
height, and then to purſue 'the ſame courſe 
with the ſun on his left, till he gave up the 
care of the univerſe to his ſiſter T and wife. 
He ſet forward into the wood, which he found 
ſo very thick and encumbered with ſo many 
briars, that he could not travel above half 
a league an hour, and was fo fati that he 
was conſtrained often to repoſe himſelf : how- 
ever, his hopes that perſeverance would at 
length mollify the irritated Rimac, and crown 
his withes, kept up his ſinking ſpicits. When 
* That is, he travelled north. | 
+ The moon. | 


| * 
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the ſun had declined from the meridian about 
three hours, he found himſelf on the coaſt op- 
polite to, that -where he had landed. The 
ſight of the fea awakened his fears, as he ap- 
prehended himſelf impriſoned in an iſland 
whence no induſtry could withdraw him. 
However he would not deſpond, but took the 
reſolution: to keep along the coaſt till he 
could be fatisfied, aad accordingly turning his 
face towards the ſun, travelled upon the ſands 
till that luminous deity departed from this 
hemiſphere to launch elſewhere his gladſome 
rays. When the ſun was ſunk beneath the 
ocean, he betook him to the ſkirts of the wood, 
paſſed the night in a tree, and reſumed his 
Journey at day- break. At noon he was con- 
vinced of his misfortune, by arriving on the 
oppoſite ſide of the haven into which he had 
the day before been driven. The perfect know- 
ledge he had of the place affected him ſo much, 
that it was with difficulty he ſupported his ſpirits. 
Wretch that I am, cried the diſconſolate prince, 
how much happier had it been for me to have 
periſned when the prince of the iſle of 
Uxi threw me into the ſea, than to be reſerved 
to experience daily misfortunes; my life is no 
other than one continued ſcene of woe, and it 
ſeems lent me for no other end than to be the 
ſport of thoſe over- ruling powers, who doubt - 
leſs delight in the miſeries of unhappy mor- 
tals; or I ſhould not ſo often have been tan- 
talized with happineſs never intended for my 
poſſeſſion, and only ſet to my view, to en- 
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hance my ſufferings by the'deprivation of the 
expected bliſs. O Rimac, ſince thy decrees 
will not ſuffer me to put an end to this wretch- 
ed life, let thy compaſſion, if thou haſt any, 
take the burthen from me, and thus bring a 
period to thy anger and my wretchedneſs. He 
had hardly uttered theſe words, but a chilling 
horror ſtruck him. What, ſaid he, dare 1 
contend with omnipotence ! Dare ſo poor a 
mortal as I am expoſtulate with Rimac, or 
audaciouſly 1mpeach- his decrees ! What have 
I ſaid! What blaſphemies has my deſpair 
made me guilty. of! O-Rimac, ſource of com- 
paſhon—avenge- not the injuries which m 
raſh and fooliſh tongue, guided-by a difordered 
brain has offered thee ; - conſider my weakneſs, 
and forget not thy accuſtomed goodneſs, but 
let theſe penitential tears, this penetrated and 
afflicted heart intereede for the unhappy cri - 
minal, who acknowledges and abhors his wick- 
edneſs. At this inſtant the light of the ſun 
was darkened and a large cloud ſeemed to de- 
ſcend, which he ſoon perceived was a bird, 
whoſe wings extended the width of ten acres; 
he bore in one foot an elephant, and in the 
other a man; he alighted near the prince, and 
lay ing his prey on the ground immediately de- 
voured the beaſt; the man as ſoon as he touch - 
ed the ground recovered his legs and fled, but 
this flight had been uſeleſs, and both he and 
the prince had found their tomb in the maw 
of this monſter, had not a ſudden ſmoak which 
aroſe from the ground, followed by a bright 

an 


262  PzRuvian TaALEs. 


and lambent flame protected them, and 
obliged the terrified monſter to take wing and 
ks the iſland. | 


HOUR IX. 


No ſooner had the bird, by diſtance, be- 
come inviſible; but the flame, which had 
encompaſſed the prince and the deſtined prey, 
diſappeared : but how great was their mutual 
aſtoniſhment! What, ſaid the prince, do I lee ; 


the brave and unfortunate Pahama! My dear 


prince, replied Pahama, my great and gene- 
rous deliverer, is it poſſible that the gods can 
expole ſuch virtue upon a deſolate iſland, for 


ſuch Iperceivedthistobe, while in the monlter's 


claw I was ſuſpended in the air! Let us not, 
ſaid the prince, accuſe the gods; they are juſt, 
and if we meet with diſaſters, let us aſſure 
ourſelves, they are either the deſerved puniſh- 
ments of our crimes, or trials to prove our 
virtue, and render us more deſcrving of their 
favour, I acknowledge, replied Pahama, the 
gods are benevolent and juſt, and that it is 
the greateſt preſumption we mortals gan be 
guilty of, to expect that they ſhould be ac- 
countable to us for their decrees: I allow, 
that our judgment is ſo limited that we 
often murmur againſt heaven, and think our- 
ſelves neglected by providence, becauſe it 
with- holds from us what, if our deſires had 
been gratified,, would have terminated in our 
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inevitable deſtruction, We know not, my 
dear prince, what to wiſh for; as many things 


in which we place our chief good, may, if 


enjoyed, embitter our future lives; ſo many 
which we eſteem the greateſt misfortunes, 
have proved real bleſſings: wherefore, let us, 
my lord, reſign ourſelves to the will of the 
great Rimac, and conclude, that the wiſdom 
which created the univerſe is able to govern it 
without our interpoſition. Theſe ſentiments, 
anſwered the prince, become us mortals, who 
are indeed intirely ignorant, if we weigh our 
knowledge againſt what we are ſenſible we do 
not know: but tell me, dear Pahama, your ad- 
ventures fince the fatal time you ſaw the queen 
and me ſnatched from the fight of her exult- 
ing ſubjects. My lord, ſaid Pahama, I am 
and ſhall always be ready to obey your com- 
mands, but I am now fo faint, having taken 
no ſuſtenance for two days and a night that [ 
was in my airy journey, that I beg you will 
now permit me to ſearch if theſe trees afford 
any fruit fit for nouriſhment. I have, re- 
lied Houac, maize ſufficient to ſupport us 
h for many days, and as I have eat nothing 
to day, we will retire to ſome verdant ſpot a 
little diſtant from the ſhore, and refreſh our- 
ſelves. i | | | | 
Having found a convenient place, they ſate 
them down and made a hearty meal out of the 
ſra ſtores, which the prince had provided in 
the ifle of Uxi. After which Pahama thus 


began. * Pahama's 
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Pahama's Relation. 


My lord, you will not be ſurpriſed when 1 
tell you, that all the ſubjects of your lovely 
queen were overwhelm'd with unſpeakable 
grief, when they ſaw her, and you, their 
brave deliverer, raviſh'd from them by a ſuper- 


natural power, the prince of Collas and I were 


inconſolable. The queen's council ordered 
three months public ſacrifices to render the gods 
propitious, and ordered ſolemn prayers. for 

our being both reſtored to that throne, which 
birth had given her, and merit you. After 
this they appointed a regent, who governed, 
with the advice of the council in the queen's 
name, 
lodged in apartments of the palace, and as 
much regard paid us, as if the benevolent 
ſovereign and you had been upon the throne, 
But this could not mitigate 1 grief which 
ſeized us, the inſtant we ſaw you hurried away 


through the air by ſo foul a figure, after ſo 


ſurpriſing a manner; wherefore one day as we 


were walking in the palace, I thus accoſted the 
prince: My lord, our longer continuancejn this 
kingdom will only prolong our ſorrows, for 
the loſs of our benefactors, whom we ought 
rather to endeavour to find out, and if poſſible, 
render them that ſervice which gratitude 
exacts; It is certain, that I have the greateſt 
tenderneſs for my dear Ruema and my chil- 


dren, but my affection for them, great as it 
- 5 18, 
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The prince of Collas and I, were 
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is, ſhall not prevent what juſtice, and my 
honour require; the expoſing my life to the 
greateſt perils in ſearch of, and to be ſervice- 
able to the royal pair whoſe fate we daily la- 
ment. | 

Pahama, replied the prince, what can two 
maimed wretches propoſe? Had you the power 


and could make us whole, by reſtoring the 


ag! cul you was indued by your firſt wife, 
limbs we are deprived of, we might hope, if 


our ſearch proved ſucceſsful, to render our 
benefactors ſome ſervice : but as that power is 
no more, our enterpriſe would ſavour of folly. 
How far think you I could travel with a piece 


of wood inſtead of a leg, and who are we 
able to attack; nay, how are we able to de- 
fend ourſelves with only two arms between us 


both? 

Hardly had he ſpoke, when the earth ſhook 
in ſo violent a manner, that I expected to ſee 
the palace laid in ruins ;. after which it open-- 
ing before us, we ſaw a venerable old man, 
mounted upon a dragon, aſcend from the dread- 
ful gulph; he alighted, and coming up to us: 
The virtuous, ſaid he, will always be aſſiſted 
by ſuch as-cheriſh virtue, and generous ſenti- 
ments will never want means to be proclaimed 
by the actions of thoſe who are inſpired with 
them; for they proceed from the whoſe 
power is not limited, as is that of the wiſeſt- 
among mortals. Receive from thoſe bene- 
volent beings, as a reward of that virtue they 
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greatly cheriſh, I mean gratitude, your am- 
putated limbs, and purſue your laudable de- 
ſign; which, ſhould your hopes be fruſtrated, 
will however, prove advantageous to your- 
ſelves: and you, Pahama, in particular, will 
not only learn Who you are, but recover what 
is Four inheritance, of which you are at pre- 
ſent ignorant. At theſe words we found our 
Imbs23reſtored to us, and ſaw the magician 
beſtride his dragon, which cut a paſſage 
through the air with the rapidity of an arrow 
lent from the ſtrongeſt arm. | ; 
Tau may better conceive, my prince, than 
I recount, the joy we felt in beholding ourſelves 
made whole. We congratulated each other on 
the unlooked for bleſſing, and after having 
returned our grateful thanks and praile to the 
immortal gods, we went to the - regent, ac- 
quainted him with this ſtrange adventure, and 
our deſign of going that very day, in ſearch 
of the lovely queen and yourielf, He, con- 
vinced by the miracle, aſſembled the coun- 
cilz: who conceiving hopes that heaven had 
thus made us whole, to be the inſtruments of 
reſtoring you both to your diſconſolate ſubjects, 
proclaimed a general faſt and prayers for our 
ſucceſs throughout the realm. The regent, 
council, nobility: and / prieſthood, in ſolemn 
proceſion, accompanied us the firſt league of 
oftr:Journey. Having taken our leaves, we 
imptated'the great Rimac to guide our ſteps, 
and procreded with alacrity. We travelled 14 
7128018 | x days 
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days unknowing whither our courſe * 
and without any accident worthy of your Know- 
ledge. The fifteenth, about the cloſe of 
day, we entered a large ſavannah bounded by 

1 whence iſſued a lion purſued by a ſer- 


| pent of a prodigious ſize, which overtook and 


wound himſelf round the generous beaſt, at a 


few ſteps diſtant from us; we ſaw all the lion's 
efforts to diſengage himſelf from this terrible 


enemy, were Tuleleſs ; wherefore the prince 
moved with compaſſion, ſtepped forward to his 
aſſiſtance, and with a lucky ſtroke cut the 


ſerpent in two with his ſword, and freed the 


eaſt, I was, with my ſword. in my hand, 
going up to the prince to ſ:cond hich in this 
generous reſolution, when to cut great fur- 
priſe, the two parts of the ſerpent united, 
twiſted round the prince, and had certainly 
ſqueezed him to death, had I not by a back 
ſtroke taken off his head, as he was winding 
himſelf round the breaſt of the prince, As 


ſoon as I ſaw his head fall, I cut the folds 


which entangled the prince, and the lion ſeiz- 


ing the head ran with it to {ome diſtance from 


the reſt of the body; with his claws tore it into 
ſmall pieces, and immediately ran, eat of acertain 


herb, and trampled upon it with his fore- paws: 


the prince and I obſerved the actions of the 
beaſt; but happening to caſt our eyes on the 
pieces of the ſerpent's body, we ſaw them 
moving towards each other; wherefore, for 
tear of a ſecond re- union, we hewed them into 
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very ſmall pieces, and taking them up ſtrewed 
them in ſeveral parts of the ſavannah, at great 
a diſtance one from another, the lion ſtill fol- 
lowing us. Hardly had we thus diſpoſed of 
the ſerpent, but we found ourſelves ſwell after 
a ſurpriſing manner. The lion bounded over 
the erg with the ſame ſwiftneſs as if he 
was ſtill purſued by the ſerpent, but inſtantly 
returned with ſeveral leaves of an herb in his 
mouth which he laid at our feet, and took a 
ſecond flight. I immediately rubbed my body 
with theſe herbs, wherever the blood of the 
ſerpent had left a ſtain, and the ſwelling in- 
ſtantly abated. Seeing this miraculous effect, 
I ran to the aſſiſtance of the prince, who 
could not by this time help himſelf, he was fo 
greatly ſwelled, By the rubbing his body 
with this herb the ſwelling ed, as it had 
done with me. The lion returned with a ſup- 

ly of the ſame, and the prince as well as 
myſelf, entirely recovered. The lion now made 
us all the careſſes poſſible, crawled on his 
belly, licked our feet, wantoned round us in 
ſeveral boundings, and made us ſuch ſigns, 
as by them we underſtood he offer'd himfelf to 
guide us through the foreſt. . Here a meſſen- 
ger from the royal palace of Cuſco requiring 
audience, the luminous arm embraced and 


carried back the ſelect virgin. 
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The virgin being next day returned thus 
proceeded, We croſſed the ſavannah, and fol- 
lowing thelion into the foreſt, he guided us to 
a harge Jake into which he plunged, ſwimming 
in a circular manner; he often approached the 
ſhore, and ſeemed to invite us to follow him. 
We, however, heſitating, he landed, crawled 
on his belly, licked our feet, and again 
plunged into the water. My lord, faid I, 
this beaſt makes ſigns to us to throw ourſelves 
into the lake. For my part, whatever may 
be your reſolution or whatever may be the 
conſequence, I am determined to go into it. 
My dear Pahama, replied the prince, one 
fate ſhall attend us both, and taking me by 
the hand we both leaped in. But how great 
was our ſurpriſe, to find ourſelves in company 
with the lion, in a ſtately apartment adorned 
with feather hangings of beautiful contexture 
and various colours, wrought with greateſt 
art, and interwoven with thin plates of the 
pe gold. From this we were conducted 

the monarch bf the foreft into a ſecond 
room, the walls of which were plated over 
with filver, and the floor was mother of pearl. 
We followed our guide into a third, plated 
with gold as the ſecond was with ſilver ; the 
ſourth room into which we entered was floored 
with gold, and the walls ſet thick with eme- 
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ralds, topazes, amethyſts and other precious 
ſtones, diſpoſed with ſuch art, that they repre- 
ſented a great variety of flowers. In the midſt 
was a fountain of cryſtil water, at the upper 
end a bed of the fineſt cotton curiouſly em- 
broidered, and upon it a perſon in a royal habit 
faſt locked in ſleep. The moment the lion 
perceived this man, he flew violently upon 
him, tore out his throat, and inftantly to our 
great aſtoniſhmen aſſumed the figure of the 
man whom he had ſlain. He immediately ap- 
proached us, and. defired we would ſuſpend 
our opinion both of the action which ſeemed 
to give us terror, and of his transformation, 
that no doubt cauſed our ſurpriſe, till he had 
acquainted us with his ſtory, which when he had 
ſeated us on the fountain marge, he thus began: 


The S roxy of Powwowcnarnac, King of 
PAV. . 


K Now my generous protectors and deliver- 
ers, that this palace I built and furniſhed, 

for a place of retirement from the fatigue of 
royalty. I am king of this realm, which no 
doubt you will allow to be a kingdom of the 
rg eſt extent, the wealthieſl and moſt popu- 
lous of any yet known to man, Truly, Sir, 


replied Moracac, we are entirely ſtrangers to 


the very name of the kingdom; we know nei- 
ther in what country we are, nor whither we are 


going; wandering in the greateſt 2 
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and depending alone on the providential mer- 
ey of the great Rimac. At this name the 
king aroſe and bowed his head to the ground 
three times; then ſeating himſelf again; How! 
{aid he, whence came you then? From the 
kingdom of Hattun Rucana, I replied: And 
how many moons have you been upon your 
journey? But fifteen days. O powerful Ri- 
mac, cried the king, how great is thy com- 
paſſion towards ſo unworthy a wretch, ſo great 
a blaſphemer of thy name, and contemner of 
thy rites and ſacrifices as I have been; that 
thou ſhouldit for my deliverance employ 
means ſupernatural ! You'will not be amazed; 
princes, for ſuch J know you both, at this 
ejaculation, when ] aſſure you, that che ableſt 
footman in the kingdom of Papauqua cannot 
go to Hattun Rucana in Jeſs than two moons. 
Now, ſaid Moracac, that we know the name} 
we muſt acknowledge the vaſt extent and 
riches of your kingdom, famous over all the 
inhabitable world for the number and bravery 
of its inhabitants. But we intreat your majeſty 
to proceed in your relation. What the king 
had faid of the diftance of Hattun Rucana 
greatly aſtoniſhed us; but our impatience e 
hear the King's hiſtory made us conceal our 
ſurpriſe. At the age of eighteen, continued 
he, I loſt my father, a prince more conſpicuots 
for his virtue than his high rank; and I may 
juſtly ſay, that the kingdom he left me could 
by no means compenſate the loſs 'of his pre- 
N4 cepts, 
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cepts, example and vigilance over my youth- 
ful days. Had he lived till I had attained a 
riper age, he would -have fixed me in the path 
of virtue, into which he had early guided my 
ſteps, and from which I was too eaſily allured 
by my own paſſions and the pernicious flattery 
of ſycophants who debauched my mind, puff. 
ed me up with a conceit of my own power, 
and ſo empoiſoned my fooliſh heart with pride, 
that I deſpiſed the gods, exacted divine ho- 
nours from my ſubjects, and ſuffered the righ- 
teous puniſhment of my groſs wickedneſs. 

When I took the reins of government into 
my hands, I choſe a new council from among 
the youngeſt and moſt ſprightly of the nobi- 
lity; for the precepts and advice of my father's 
conunſellors, were ſoon irkſome to me : ſome 
of them had the prudence to provide for their 
own ſecurity, by ſuffering me to take that 
courſe which they ſaw they could not divert 
me from by their remonſtrances, and retired 
from court : but others, who loved me better, 
continued to perſecute me, as I then termed 
their loyal and friendly admonitions, with lay- 
ing down the fatal conſequences of ee 
ſiderate actions, and endeavouring to lead me 
back into the paths of virtue: but I was too 
far de viated from them, not to be diſpleaſed 
with their officious interpoſition and efforts 
to controul my paſſions; which had ſo far 
got the better of my reaſon, that I put to death 
thele faithful, theſe ſteady friends, and took 
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ſerpents into my boſom; which, by the poiſon 
of their adulation, ſufficiently appeaſed the 
7255 of thoſe brave, good, loyal, generous, 

riendly counſellors; bringing the wrath of 
heaven upon my head, and upon my unhappy 
people, who though innocent of, ſuffered for 
my crimes. 
I ſet out in blood, and governed with an 
iron rod; I gave a looſe to every deſire, and 
ſurely never a greater monſter was placed by 


the incenſed Rimac, upon a regal throne, to be 


a ſcourge to the moſt profligate nation, though 
my people deſerved another epithet. Hearing 
of the (Aa of king Paſhauwaw's daughter, 
I demanded her in marriage, and her facher 
readily conſented. 1 found fame had not ex- 
aggerated in the report of her perfections; 


never was beauty more compleat, virtue more 


_ ſevere, complaiſance more obliging, behavi- 
our more engaging, modefty more alluring, 


or majeſty, mixed with ſweetneſs, more ſur- 
priſing. She had a ſoul great and noble; 
her ſentiments were becoming her birth; ge- 
nerous, free and elevated; ſhe had a convin- 
cing way of reaſoning, and though ſhe has often 
offered me her advice, yet it was with ſo much 
deference, and with ſuch viſible concern for 
both mine and the public good, that I could 
not but own myſelf obliged to her tenderneſs, 


' notwithſtanding her opinion ran counter to 


my paſſions. In a word, ſhe was adored by 
my ſubjects, and I thought I poſſeſſed in her, 
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more than the world could equal. Rabadapuh, 
for that was the name of this ineſtimable 
woman, foon was better acquainted with me 
than I was with myfelt, for ſhe had a penetrat- 
ing judgment, and took all the means poſſible 
for her to employ, to bring me off from thoſe 
vices which ſullied the glory of my throne, 
aud brought me into the contempt and hatred 
of my ſubjects; the former is naturally follow- 
ed by the latter: for if onee a monarch becomes 
deſpiſcable, he alſo falls into the abhorrence of 
all under him; who cannot but hate thoſe who 
are their governors, yet at the ſame time in- 
capable of guiding their own actions; or who 
otherwiſe, looks upon them too much beneath 
him to behave with any decency, or to ſave 
appearances. Such a ſlight of a whole nation 
ſeldom ends in grumblings, and I found my 
armies were nothing near ſo great a ſafeguard 
to my throne as the hearts of my people; 
which my vicious courſes and cruelty had 
deprived me of: though their innate loyalty 
made them bear with me ninety- ſix moons, 
before they endeavoured by force of arms to 
curb my licentiouſneſs: at length tired with 

my rapine, cruelty and luſt, Pinuqua was 
induced, by the cries of his. harraſf-d and op- 
Preſſed countrymen, to take the field for their 
deliverance. He had beena ſucceſsful general, 

and a wile counſellor, under my father; but: 
on the diſcovery he made of my vicious in- 

clinations, he retired from court ſoon after 
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my gcceſſion to the throne. This nobleman 
had a great number of vaſſals, whom he 


raiſed, and being joined by others of his'own_ 


rank, he ſoon found himſelf in, a condition to 
make head againſt me. Upon the firſt news 
of this rebellion J drew out all my forces, re- 


ſolved to chaſtiſe this arch rebel in perſon, 


While I was in full march to attack him, I 
met a meſſenger, who in the name of Pinuqua 


and his confederated rebels made me a map 
[ 


remonſtrance, though couched in very dutify 

terms. This fo irritated me, that I ordered 
his head to be immediately ſtruck off; but. 
Rabadapuh, to whom I could deny nothing, 
interpoſed, and ſaved him from, death. "The 
ſentence I pronounced againſt this meſſenger 
cauſed a general murmur amongſt my troops; 


who accuſed me of crueity, in cutting off all 


means of accommodation with a juſtly incenſed 
people, who had ſufficiently, proved their T6y- 
alty, by ſubmitring ſuch a number of moogs 
to be oppreſſed, after a. barbarous manner, 
notorious to all the world; that-Rimac never 
created men innumerable to gratify the capfice, 
and to hold their lives at the pleaſute of one 
man, I learned theſe murmurs from my ſpies, 


ſeized and immediately put to death the chief 


of theſe malecontents, contrary to "the advice 
of Rabadapuh, who adviſed me to diſſemble 
the knowledge of them, and endeavour by 
lenity to gain the hearts of my army. The 
ſeverity of this execution, occaſioned great 

N. 6 deſertions; 
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deſertions; the next night one half of my 8 
, went over to the rebels. Three days Ater 1 
encamp'd in a large ſavannah, and reſolved, 
notwithſtanding the great advantage they had 
dy their numbers, to attack them. Accord- 
ingly 1 made a diſpoſition, and was leadin 
my. army to engage, when Pinuqua advanced, 
and with a loud voice deſired me to take com- 
paſſion on myſelf and a wretched people, 
whom I had driven to theſe extremities for 
ſelf· preſervation. 


9 


HOUR LXII. 
Tt The principal nobility of my court begged 


I would think of an accommodation, as it was 
impoſſible for me to reſiſt numbers fo far ſu- 
perior to mine, led by ſo brave and experi- 
enced a ſoldier. Rabadapuh joined in the ſame 
petition, but it was preaching to the winds. 
0 ſo enraged at the inſolence of Pinuqua, 
that I breathed nothing but revenge, and or- 
dered the foremoſt rank to fall on. They 
marched directly up to the enemy's camp, but 
"Inſtead of attacking they ſaluted them and fell 
into their ranks. In a word, my whole army 
to a man deſerted. me, and I was with Raba- 
dapuh and fifty other of my wives taken priſo- 
ner by Pinuqua; for my women prevented me 
putting an end to my life, as I attempted to 
do. In this condition Pinuqua approached 
me, and proſtrating himſelf ſaid: Sir, do not 
| imagine 
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imagine that you are in the hands of your ene- 
mies, but in thoſe of your moſt faithful ſer- 
vants and moſt loyal ſubjects; not as a priſo- 
ner, but as our lawful monarch to command 
and be obeyed. We have but one humble 
requeſt to make to you, which is to exert thoſe 
talents with which you are endowed, and 


hearken to the admonitions of your own 
_-eaſon. 


Pinuqua, ſaid I, theſe profeſſions of loyalty 
ſuit ill with our reſpective circumſtances. The 
proſtration of a rebel, who holds his ſovereign 
captive, can be interpreted no other than deri- 
ſion. 

Far be it from me, replied the old man, to 
entertain a rebellious thought. No, Sir, I am no 
rebel, neither are you a captive. Thoſe are 
the rebels, thoſe are your enemies and jailors, 
who have debauched your youth, held your 
reaſon captive, and when they had led you to 


a precipice, as they imagined, meanly deſert - 


ed you. It is againſt theſe that you ought to 
vent your rage, as they have by their flatteries 
and rapine made deſolate a flouriſhing king- 
dom: but they ſhall not eſcape the puniſh- 


ment due to their accumulated crimes. Saying 


this he retired from me, and put to death all 
thoſe ſycophants who had baſely deſerted from 
me to him. After this he came to me with 
others who were of my council, and deſired I 
would place myſelf at the head of the united 


army and direct their march, proteſting at the 


lame 
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ſame time, that he had nothing but my honour 
and the public good at heart; begged I would 
proclaim a pardon for what was paſt, reſume 
the reins' of government which I ſeemed to 
have let drop; admit Rabadapuh to my coun- 
eils, and place a confidence in their unaltera- 
ble loyalty. As I looked upon myſelf their 

riſoner, I diſſembled my reſentments, pro- 
claimed a pardon, took the queen into the 
council, and directed my march to my metro- 
polis. Here Pinuqua deſired to retire, and 
upon my conſenting to his withdrawing from 
court, he diſbanded his army, and returned 
with only his ordinary retinue. I found a great 
alacrity among my ſubjects, and every one 
ſtrove to outdo in their demonſtrations of loy- 
alty : but this gave me no eaſe, I thought my- 
ſelf no better than a priſoner to my ſubjects, 
and as I could not digeſt Pinuqua's having 
taken up arms, and the deſertion of the other 
grandees, I was ever meditating on the means 
to revenge the injuries I imagined had been 
done me, and to regain my loſt liberty. 
Twelve moons had paſſed, while I was re- 
volving in my mind how to ſatiate my revenge, 
At the « expiration of this time, when Þ almoſt 
deſpaired of wreaking my vengeance on the 
hated necks of my enemies, a magician came 
to my court who was a fon of the prophets. 1 
received him with open arms, and flattered my- 
Elf that fortune had now put into my hands 
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the means to recover my peace of mind and 
loſt. liberty. 

To this wretch J unboſomed myſelf, told 
my then fituation, and my anxiety of mind. 
He adviſed me to diſſemble my uneaſineſs, to 
govern according to the advice of my council, 
to counterfeit a love for my ſubjects, and an 
utter abhorrence of my former life, and did 
not doubt but he thould find a method to put 
my enemies into my hands and reſtore me to 
ablolute dominion. The palace in which we 
now are, none entered under pain of death with- 


out my permiſſion; and my council com 
manded this my former edict to be ſtrictly ob- 


ſerved, and indeed I was as deſpotic as ever in 
every thing but the power of doing miſchief ; 
but this reſtraint which could not have been 


perceived by a good prince, or at leaſt would 


have given ſuch an one no uneaſineſs, was to 
me intolerable. 

The magician, whoſe name was Manaba- 
quou, was the only man I admitted into this 
palace, He often paſſed a quarter of a moon 
with me here, and I gave him one of the royal 


family, a virgin of great beauty for his wife. 


He found the way to wind himſelf into my 
heart, and I was never eafy without him. He 
often eat with Rabadapuh : by converſing 
frequently with her, became enamoured of her 
beauty, and declared his paſſion to her. Her 

rudence concealed this from my knowledge, 


though the threatned to acquaint me with his 
criminal 
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criminal - lame, which ſo terrified him that he 
reſolved to prevent my revenge. 

The day he made the ungrateful declaration 
of his love to my favourite queen, he came to 
me, told me that now was the time to take 
vengeance on my enemies, but that I muſt be 
entirely guided by him, or the miſchief we de- 
ſigned to others would fall on our own heads, 
and he ſhould be involved in my inevitable 
ruin. 

Overjoyed at the diſcourſe, I promiſed 
punctually to obſerve whatever he ſhould en- 
join me. Order then, ſaid he, your hunters 
immediately to kill a lion, ſave the blood, and 
bring the beaſt to your apartment in this pa- 
lace, and in the interim command that no wo- 
man appear in your fight. This precaution 
he had made, fearing I might ſee the queen, 
and ſhe diſcover the villainous attack he had 
made upon her honour. 


HOUR LXIl. 


My hunters brought next morning a lion 
to the palace, which they had taken in a pit- 
fall, and was ſo ſecured that the magician re- 
ceived him alive. Every one was commanded 
to depart, and the magician cutting the throat 
of the generous beaſt gave me a bowl of the 
reeking blood, which by his orders 1 drank off. 
After this he anointed me from head to foot, 
flay'd off the lion's ſkin, which taking on 5 
left 


my 
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left arm, he led me by the right hand into a 
garden, which no part of the palace over- 
looked, and there by my own fooliſh conſent 
ſewed me up in the ſpoils of the beaſt. He 
then bade me turn towards the ſun, and proſ- 
trate myſelf three times: in the interim he 
made to the door, which gave us entrance 
into the garden, and there pronouncing ſome 
words, I ſaw the palace ſink with him, and a 
lake ariſe. I ran immediately to the ſide of 
the lake to plunge in, but the monſtrous ſer- 
pent which you, princes, deſtroyed, defended 
and drove me from the banks. I was going 
to exclaim againſt this vile treachery, and to 
tear off the lion's hide, but I found my voice 
changed to a terrifying roar, and that I only 
tore my own fleſh. Convinced of my unhap- 


py metamorphoſis, I fled to the woods, and 


in deſpair threw myſelf at length under the 
ſhade of a large cedar, lamenting my fooliſh 


credulity, which had brought me into ſa 


wretched a condition. Seventy-two moons I 
ranged the foreſts, and every new moon viſited 
the lake, and found all acceſs to it impoſſible 
by the vigilance and fierceneſs of the ſerpent. 
At the end of the ſpace mentioned, as I lay 
ſtretched at the foot of a large cotton-tree, on 
a ſudden the earth ſhook all around me, and 
a voice like thunder calling me three times by 
my name, aſked me if I was more ſtupid than 
the beaſt into which I was changed ; and if 1 
was willing to recover my priſtine form? I 

Imme- 
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immediately ſaid within myſelf, O that it was 
poſſible! The voice anſwered, it is poſſible, I 
found my inmoſt thoughts were known 
and anſwered, O what, or whoe'er thou 
art, that giveſt me this dawn of hope, 
continue thy beneficence, and direct me how 
I may recover the form and ſociety of man. 
The voice anfwered, Doſt thou think thyſelf 
worthy of it, who while thou not only wert a 
man, but the chief of men, degenerated into 
the moſt cruel of ſavages, by caſting from 
thee the diſtinguiſhing faculty between man 
and beaſt, and gratifying thy paſſions like the 
latter? Wert thou ſenſible of, or thanktul for 
the advantages thou wert bleſt with above 
other mortals; or didſt not thou ungratefully 
ſwollen wiel pride, inſult that benevolent hand 
which heaped ſuch bleſſings upon thee ? I was 
thunderſtruck with this reproach, ' which ſet 
all the enormities of my former life full to 
view, and made me incapable of a mental re- 
ply. The voice proceeded ; Couldſt thou 


view the order of nature, the creation of the 


heavens which are thy covering ; of the earth 
which bore and fed thee; of the brute beaſts 
' Which were ſubjected to thee; couldſt thoy con- 
ſider thine own wonderful make, and bs ſo 
ſtupid as to imagine theſe to be all the effects 
of chance, or that they exiſted of themſelves? 
If reaſon rejects theſe abſurdities, does it not 
at the ſame time tell thee they muſt derive 
their exiſtence from ſome ſuperior being able 
| f a " to 
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to produce them? Does not their production 
evince the omnipotence, and their diſpoſition 
the omniſcience of fuch being ?—Could any 
other motive but his own beneficence be the 
productive cauſe of the univerſe, and ought 
not his creatures who owe their being to his 
bounty; who are ſupported by his mercy ; 
are protected by his power, and know not only 
the conveniencies, but are ſuited for, and en- 
joy the pleaſures of life, 'make him the grate- 
ful return of thanks and praiſe ? Learn thou 
king of Papauqua, that this firſt being of all 
beings is the great Rimac, whoſe will made 
and can diſſolve this ſtupendous frame: and 
that he can with the breath of his mouth an- 
nihilate, not only kings and princes, but the 
whole race of mankind; diſſolve the heavens 
and earth, and melt them into their primitive 
nothing. Thy crimes have drawn upon thee 
thy preſent misfortunes, not thy credulity; 
but the greateſt that could have attended thee, 
has been averted by the interpoſing power of 
Rimac, who never deſerted diſtreſſed virtue. 

The voice then acquainted me with the magt- 
cian's criminal love, and his having aſſumed 
my form to deceive the virtuous Rabadapuh, 

by which means he had infallibly perpetrated 
his villainous deſigns ; but that every time he 
approached her bed, Rimac cauſed a heavy 
ſleep to fall upon him: that the lake and ſer- 
pent were the effects of his magic, and that 
when I had expiated my crimes by my ſuffer- 

ings, 


284 PERUVIAN TALES. 


ings, and effaced the memory of them by my 
penitence and reſolution to offend no more, 


Rimac would ſhew me mercy and reſtore me 


to my former ſtate. Here the voice ceaſed, 
and I proſtrating myſelf lick'd the duſt of that 
earth which my ſtupid ingratitude had render- 
ed me unfit to tread. I made a retroſpection 
of. my palt life which now gave me the utmoſt 
deteſtation, awakened in me a ſincere peni- 
| tence, and made me reſolve, if Rimac's mer- 
cy ever reſtored me, to entirely employ my 
life in making amends for my former diſſo- 
luteneſs. Three times a day I conſtantly 
proſtrated myſelf before the all powerful Ri- 
mac; repented my own wickedneſs, with ſin- 
cere humility own'd his juſtice, and with a 
heart truly grateful returned my thanks and 
praiſe for his remembring mercy while he in- 

cted puniſhment, and implored a continuance 
of his protection for Rabadapuh. Twenty- 


four moons after I had heard the voice, as I 


was proſtrated and adoring Rimac, I was bid 
to ariſe, follow a curling duſt which a gentle 
breeze drove over the — of the earth; not 
to deſert that guide and fear nothing; for Ri- 
mac had heard my fervent prayers, and the 
time was come for my deliverance : that [ 
ſhould be attacked by the ſerpent, but bid me 
put my truſt in Rimac; take care the ſevered 
pron of the ſerpent which two princes, ſent 
y Rimac to my aſſiſtance, ſhould hew in 
pieces, did not rejoin, and iI or the princes 
| ' were 
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were defiled with the evenomed blood of the 
monſter, to uſe the herb quaquaſhu. That I 
ſhould after the ſerpent was deſtroy'd, plunge 
into the lake, endeavour to allure the princes 
to follow me, and Rimac would put my ene- 
my into my hands. 

This, princes, is my ſtory, and nothing 
now remains but to adore the great Rimac, 
and return you, whom he made the inſtru- 
ments of my deliverance, my fincereſt thanks. 
You ſee, Sir, ſaid the ſelect virgin, an ex- 
ample of reſignation in a mighty prince, and 
the happy conſequence of his fubmitting with 
patience to, and depending on Rimac. When 
we cooly conſider, great Sir, that we are his 
creatures, entirely at his diſpoſal, and that 
nothing can withſtand his unlimited power ; 
we ſhall find the moſt prudent courſe we 
can take to mitigate our forrows, and to 
alleviate the burthen of our misfortunes, is 
to ſubmit with humility to his inflictions ; 
make a ſevere ſcrutiny into the paſt actions of 
our lives, and examine which of them has 
brought our puniſhment upon us ; for Rimac 
does not delight in the miſeries of his poor 
creatures: wherefore, we may be ſure our 
ſufferings Ire no more tin the juſt conſe- 
quences of our offences, which his mercy is 
ready to pardon when acknowledged and re- 
pented. Proceed, ſaid the Ynca, with the 
ſtory of Pahamaig" adventures, and poſtpone 
theſe moral reflections, which, however, I 
take as friendly admonitions. 

; Pahama, 
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Pahama, ſaid the virgin, thus continued 
his relation: after we had paid our adorations 
to Rimac, we followed the king, at his re- 
queſt, and entered a ſpacious hall, furniſhed 
with ſpears, ſhields, . bows, dings, darts and 
other inſtruments. This hall led to another 
wing of the palace, here Rabadapuh reſided. 
She met her monarch with a majeſtic gait, 
and with an air which ſhewed at once love and 


reſpect, ſhe threw herſelf at his feet and em- 


braced his knees, while all her women proſ- 
trated themſelves. on the ground, The kin 
raiſed her, embraced her tenderly, and lead: 
ing her into another room, into which he 
made fi gas for us to follow him. 
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